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CONCLUSION TO THE NY '|'|HE'5 BESTSELLING MATCHED TRILOGY

AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

Reached Ally Condie is a captivating conclusion to the Matched trilogy, a young adult
dystopian series that has garnered a significant readership since its inception. Ally Condie,
the author, has created a richly woven narrative that explores themes of choice, freedom,
love, and sacrifice against the backdrop of a controlled society. In this article, we will delve
into the plot, characters, themes, and the impact of "Reached," as well as its reception
among readers and critics alike.

Overview of the Matched Trilogy

Before diving into "Reached," it is essential to provide context about the Matched trilogy.
The series consists of three books:



1. Matched (2010)
2. Crossed (2011)
3. Reached (2012)

The trilogy unfolds in a dystopian society where the Society controls every aspect of life,
including whom individuals marry, their careers, and even their deaths. The story follows
Cassia Reyes, a teenage girl who begins to question the rules imposed by the Society after
falling in love with two boys: Xander, her best friend, and Ky, a boy who embodies the very
essence of rebellion.

Plot Summary of Reached

"Reached" picks up where "Crossed" left off, with Cassia, Ky, and Xander navigating their
complicated relationships and the oppressive structure of the Society. The narrative is
divided into three distinct points of view—Cassia, Ky, and Xander—allowing readers to
experience the story from multiple perspectives, enriching the emotional depth of the
characters' journeys.

The Setting

The story is set in a world that is gradually unraveling as a deadly plague spreads,
threatening the lives of its inhabitants. The Society's attempts to control the outbreak lead
to drastic measures, including the introduction of a new drug called "the Cure." This drug
promises to eradicate the plague but also brings with it a host of ethical dilemmas and
consequences that the characters must confront.

Character Development

Cassia Reyes: Cassia evolves from a compliant citizen of the Society into a strong,
independent young woman who is willing to fight for her beliefs. Her journey is marked by
her struggles to reconcile her love for both Xander and Ky, as well as her desire for
freedom.

Ky Markham: As a character, Ky embodies the complexities of rebellion. He is not only
fighting against the Society but also grappling with his own past and the scars it has left on
him. His relationship with Cassia deepens as they share their hopes and fears for the future.

Xander Carrow: Xander serves as the voice of loyalty and friendship. His character provides
a counterbalance to the tumultuous relationship between Cassia and Ky. Throughout
"Reached," Xander's resilience and determination to protect those he loves become
increasingly evident.



Themes in Reached

"Reached" explores several significant themes that resonate with readers, making it more
than just a story about love and rebellion.

Choice and Freedom

At the heart of the trilogy is the concept of choice. The Society's oppressive nature stands
in stark contrast to the characters' desires for autonomy. As the narrative unfolds, the
characters grapple with their ability to choose their own paths, not just in love but in life.
The struggle to reclaim personal agency is a powerful message that resonates with readers
who may feel similarly constrained by the expectations of society.

Love and Sacrifice

The relationships between Cassia, Ky, and Xander highlight the theme of love as both a
source of strength and vulnerability. Each character is faced with decisions that require
them to weigh their love for one another against the greater good. The sacrifices they make
for each other underscore the complexity of human emotions and relationships.

Resistance and Rebellion

"Reached" also delves into the idea of resistance against oppressive systems. The
characters' journeys reflect the struggles of individuals who dare to challenge the status
qguo. As they confront the realities of their society, they become symbols of hope and
change, inspiring others to join their cause.

Reception of Reached

Upon its release, "Reached" received mixed to positive reviews from both critics and
readers.

Critical Response

Critics praised Condie's lyrical writing style and her ability to craft a compelling narrative
that keeps readers engaged. However, some felt that the pacing of the book was uneven,
especially in comparison to the earlier installments. The multiple perspectives were lauded
for providing depth but also critiqued for occasionally leading to narrative confusion.



Reader Reception

Readers' opinions on "Reached" varied widely. Many fans of the series appreciated the
resolution of the love triangle and the growth of the characters. The emotional stakes were
high, and readers found themselves invested in the outcomes of Cassia, Ky, and Xander.
Conversely, some readers expressed disappointment, feeling that the ending did not satisfy
their expectations or the buildup throughout the series.

The Legacy of Reached and the Matched Trilogy

The Matched trilogy, including "Reached," has left an indelible mark on the young adult
dystopian genre. Ally Condie's exploration of complex themes through relatable characters
has contributed to the broader conversation about freedom, choice, and individuality.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

The success of "Reached" and the Matched trilogy helped pave the way for other dystopian
narratives that focus on strong female protagonists and the nature of societal control.
Condie's work resonates with readers who are navigating their own paths in a world filled
with expectations and limitations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Reached" by Ally Condie is a thought-provoking conclusion to a beloved
trilogy that examines the intricacies of love, choice, and the fight for freedom. Through the
lives of Cassia, Ky, and Xander, readers are invited to reflect on their own experiences with
societal pressures and personal agency. While the reception of the book may be mixed, its
impact on young adult literature and its timeless themes ensure that it will continue to
resonate with readers for years to come. As the characters find their way in a world fraught
with challenges, they inspire us to consider how we, too, can make choices that lead to a
more fulfilling and liberated existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Reached’ by Ally Condie about?

'Reached' is the final book in the Matched trilogy, which explores themes of choice,
freedom, and the consequences of a society governed by a controlling regime.

Who are the main characters in 'Reached'?

The main characters are Cassia Reyes, Ky Markham, and Xander Carrow, each navigating



their own paths in a society facing a revolution.

How does '‘Reached’' conclude the Matched trilogy?

The book concludes the trilogy by resolving the love triangle between Cassia, Ky, and
Xander, while also addressing the larger societal issues they face.

What are the central themes of 'Reached'?

Central themes include the importance of individual choice, the value of love and
friendship, and the struggle against oppressive systems.

What is the significance of the color-coded society in
'Reached'?

The color-coded society symbolizes the characters' roles and the strict control the Society
has over their lives, impacting their choices and experiences.

How does Ally Condie's writing style contribute to the
story in 'Reached'?

Condie's lyrical and evocative writing style enhances the emotional depth of the characters'
journeys and the stark realities of their world.

What role does the concept of 'the Rising' play in
'Reached'?

‘The Rising' represents the rebellion against the Society, symbolizing hope and the fight for
a better future throughout the narrative.

How did readers respond to ‘Reached' compared to the
previous books in the series?

Readers had mixed responses to 'Reached', with some praising its resolution and character
development, while others felt it did not meet the expectations set by earlier books.

Are there any notable quotes from 'Reached'?

Yes, one notable quote is: 'lIt is not the world that is our enemy, but the world that is in us.'
This reflects the internal struggles characters face throughout the story.

What impact did 'Reached' have on young adult
literature?

'Reached' contributed to the popularity of dystopian young adult literature, influencing
themes of autonomy and rebellion in subsequent works in the genre.
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