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Dan DoPasguale, Gall Peck, and Lamy Pate:
An Identification and Value Guide

Red Wing crock value guide is an essential resource for collectors and enthusiasts of American pottery,
especially those interested in the iconic pieces produced by Red Wing Stoneware Company. Established in
1861 in Red Wing, Minnesota, the company has a rich history of crafting durable and functional stoneware
items, including crocks, jugs, and other kitchenware. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the factors that influence the value of Red Wing crocks, how to identify them, and tips for

collecting.

Understanding Red Wing Stoneware

Red Wing Stoneware is known for its high-quality craftsmanship and unique designs. Over the years, the
company has produced a wide range of stoneware products that have become highly sought after by
collectors. Understanding the history and characteristics of Red Wing crocks is essential for anyone looking

to assess their value.



History of Red Wing Stoneware

- Founding: The Red Wing Stoneware Company was founded in 1861 by a group of local potters. The
company initially focused on producing utilitarian stoneware items.

- Growth and Expansion: By the late 1800s, Red Wing had established itself as a leading manufacturer of
stoneware in the United States, producing a wide range of pottery including crocks, jugs, and dinnerware.
- Innovations: Red Wing was known for its innovative production techniques, including the use of salt

glazing and unique decorative designs, setting it apart from competitors.

Types of Red Wing Crocs

The value of Red Wing crocks can vary significantly based on their type, size, and design. Here are some

common types:

1. Crocks:
- Ranging from 1-gallon to 30-gallon sizes.

- Often features decorative elements like cobalt blue designs.

2. Jugs:
- Typically have a more rounded shape and come in various sizes.

- Frequently used for storing liquids like water or alcohol.

3. Butter Tubs:
- Designed specifically for storing butter.

- Often features a lid and unique decorative designs.

4. Churns:
- Used for making butter from cream.

- Usually large in size, often with a wooden dasher.

Factors Influencing Value

When determining the value of Red Wing crocks, several key factors come into play. Understanding these

factors can help collectors make informed purchasing decisions.

Condition



- Mint Condition: Crocs in mint condition, without any cracks, chips, or repairs, will fetch the highest
prices.
- Minor Flaws: Small chips or hairline cracks may decrease value but can still be desirable for collectors.

- Significant Damage: Pieces with major flaws or restorations are generally worth much less.

Size

- Smaller Sizes: 1-gallon and 2-gallon crocks are often more affordable but still collectible.
- Larger Sizes: 5-gallon and larger crocks can be significantly more valuable, especially if they are in good

condition.

Decorative Features

- Cobalt Blue Decoration: Crocs decorated with cobalt blue designs are usually more valuable.

- Stamps and Marks: Look for specific stamps or markings; unique or rare marks can increase value.

Rarity
- Limited Editions: Certain crocks produced in limited quantities are highly sought after.

- Historical Significance: Crocs that have a unique story or connection to a historical event can also command

higher prices.

Identifying Red Wing Crocs

To assess the value of a Red Wing crock, one must first be able to identify its authenticity and age. Here are

some tips for identifying genuine Red Wing pottery:

Researching Marks and Stamps

Red Wing crocks are often marked with specific stamps or logos. Familiarizing yourself with these marks

is crucial for identification.

1. The Red Wing Logo: The most recognizable mark, featuring a winged design.
2. Cobalt Blue Stamps: Many crocks have a blue stamp indicating the size and capacity.

3. Date Codes: Some pieces may have date codes that can help determine their age.



Examining Characteristics

- Clay Color: Authentic Red Wing crocks are made from specific types of clay that can vary in color from
gray to brown.

- Glazing: Look for distinctive salt glazing and smooth finishes typical of Red Wing pottery.

- Weight: Red Wing crocks are generally heavier than reproduction pieces, indicating their quality.

Researching Value

Understanding the current market value of Red Wing crocks can help collectors make informed decisions.

Here are some strategies for researching values:

Consulting Price Guides and Auction Results

- Price Guides: Look for published price guides dedicated to Red Wing pottery. These resources often
provide estimated values based on condition and rarity.
- Auction Results: Review recent auction results for Red Wing crocks. Websites like eBay and specialized

auction houses can provide insights into current market trends.

Joining Collectors’ Groups and Forums

- Online Communities: Joining online forums or social media groups focused on Red Wing pottery can help
you connect with other collectors.
- Local Clubs: Consider joining local pottery clubs where enthusiasts meet to discuss and appraise their

collections.

Tips for Collecting Red Wing Crocs

If you're starting your collection or looking to expand it, consider these tips:

1. Start Small: Begin with smaller, less expensive pieces to familiarize yourself with the market.

2. Attend Shows and Fairs: Look for pottery shows, fairs, and flea markets where you can find Red Wing
crocks.

3. Network with Other Collectors: Building relationships with other collectors can lead to valuable tips and

potential trades.



Maintenance and Care

To maintain the value of your collection, proper care is essential:

- Cleaning: Use mild soap and water; avoid harsh chemicals that can damage the glaze.
- Display: Keep crocks out of direct sunlight to prevent fading and discoloration.

- Storage: Store crocks in a stable environment to avoid temperature fluctuations that could cause damage.

Conclusion

The red wing crock value guide serves as a vital tool for collectors and enthusiasts looking to understand
the intricacies of Red Wing pottery. By familiarizing yourself with the history, types, and factors affecting
value, as well as learning how to identify authentic pieces, you can make informed decisions in your
collecting journey. As the market for Red Wing crocks continues to evolve, staying updated on trends and

values will ensure that your collection remains both enjoyable and potentially lucrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What factors influence the value of Red Wing crock pots?

The value of Red Wing crock pots is influenced by factors such as age, rarity, condition, size, and any

unique markings or designs. Specific patterns or limited editions can significantly increase their value.

How can I determine the age of my Red Wing crock?

To determine the age of a Red Wing crock, look for specific markings, stamps, or labels on the bottom. The

Red Wing Stoneware Company produced items with distinct logos and dates that can help date the piece.

Where can I find a Red Wing crock value guide?

You can find a Red Wing crock value guide through various online resources, antique appraisal websites,
and books dedicated to American stoneware. Auction sites and collector forums can also provide insights

into current market values.

What is the average resale value of common Red Wing crocks?

The average resale value of common Red Wing crocks typically ranges from $50 to $200, depending on

their condition and size. Rare or unique pieces can fetch much higher prices.



Are there any online forums dedicated to Red Wing crock collectors?

Yes, there are several online forums and social media groups dedicated to Red Wing crock collectors where
enthusiasts share information, appraisals, and value guides. Websites like Facebook and Reddit host active

communities.

How do I care for my Red Wing crock to maintain its value?

To maintain the value of your Red Wing crock, keep it clean and free from chips or cracks. Store it in a

cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, and avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasives when cleaning.
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Unlock the secrets of Red Wing crock values with our comprehensive guide. Discover how to assess
worth and enhance your collection. Learn more today!
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