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Real Estate Exam National Portion

The real estate exam national portion is a critical step for aspiring real estate
professionals in the United States. This exam serves as a benchmark for assessing the
knowledge and skills required to operate effectively in the real estate sector. With a focus
on national laws and practices, the exam is designed to ensure that candidates possess a
robust understanding of the principles that govern real estate transactions across the
country. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the structure of the national portion
of the real estate exam, key topics covered, preparation tips, and resources available for
prospective test-takers.

Understanding the Real Estate Exam

The real estate exam is typically divided into two sections: the state portion and the
national portion. While the state portion tests knowledge of specific state laws and
regulations, the national portion focuses on broader principles that apply across the
United States. The national portion is essential for obtaining a real estate license, and it
encompasses a wide range of topics relevant to the profession.



Structure of the National Portion

The national portion of the real estate exam usually consists of multiple-choice questions.
The number of questions may vary by state, but it generally ranges from 60 to 100
questions. Candidates are given a set amount of time, typically around 90 minutes, to
complete this section. To pass the national portion, candidates must achieve a minimum
score, which also varies by state.

Key Topics Covered

The national portion covers several key areas that real estate professionals must
understand. Below are the primary topics typically included in the exam:

1. Real Property Characteristics and Ownership

- Types of property (real vs. personal)

- Forms of ownership (joint tenancy, tenancy in common, etc.)
- Rights associated with property ownership (bundle of rights)

2. Real Estate Law

- Basic contract law and the requirements for a valid contract
- Agency relationships and fiduciary duties

- Fair housing laws and anti-discrimination policies

3. Property Valuation and Appraisal

- Methods of property valuation (comparative market analysis, cost approach, income
approach)

- Factors affecting property value (location, market conditions, property features)

4. Financing and Mortgages

- Types of mortgages and loans (fixed-rate, adjustable-rate, FHA, VA loans)
- Concepts of interest rates, points, and amortization

- Foreclosure processes and procedures

5. Real Estate Transactions

- The process of buying and selling property
- Disclosures and contingencies

- Closing procedures and associated costs

6. Land Use Controls and Regulations

- Zoning laws and land use planning

- Environmental regulations and impact assessments
- Building codes and permits

7. Real Estate Market and Economics

- Supply and demand principles in real estate

- Economic indicators affecting the real estate market
- Trends and cycles in the real estate market



Preparation Tips for the National Portion

Passing the national portion of the real estate exam requires diligent preparation. Here
are some effective strategies to help you succeed:

1. Create a Study Schedule

Develop a study plan that breaks down your preparation into manageable sections.
Allocate specific times each week for studying, and stick to your schedule to ensure you
cover all essential topics.

2. Utilize Study Materials

Invest in high-quality study materials, such as textbooks, online courses, and practice
exams. Some recommended resources include:

- Real estate exam prep books

- Online platforms offering practice quizzes and flashcards
- Video lectures focusing on key concepts

3. Join a Study Group

Consider joining or forming a study group with other candidates preparing for the exam.
Collaborating with peers allows for the exchange of ideas, clarification of concepts, and
mutual motivation.

4. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are invaluable tools for assessing your knowledge and identifying areas
needing improvement. Aim to take multiple practice tests under timed conditions to
simulate the actual exam experience.

5. Focus on Weak Areas

As you complete practice exams, take note of the topics where you struggle. Dedicate
extra time to these areas to ensure you have a well-rounded understanding of the material.



Resources for Exam Preparation

Several reputable resources can aid in your preparation for the national portion of the real
estate exam. Here are some popular options:

1. National Association of Realtors (NAR)

The NAR provides a wealth of information and resources for real estate professionals,
including access to study materials, webinars, and industry updates.

2. Real Estate Exam Prep Books

Look for books specifically designed for exam preparation. Titles such as "Real Estate
License Exam Prep" by A. J. McLean and "Comprehensive Real Estate Exam Prep" by John
A. Yoegel are highly recommended.

3. Online Courses

Many online platforms offer comprehensive courses covering the national portion of the
real estate exam. Websites like Kaplan Real Estate Education, Real Estate Express, and
Exam Prep Master provide structured learning experiences tailored to exam requirements.

4. Mobile Apps

Consider using mobile apps designed for real estate exam preparation. These apps often
include flashcards, practice questions, and quizzes that can be accessed on-the-go.

Exam Day Tips

On the day of the exam, it's essential to be prepared both mentally and physically. Here
are some tips to help you succeed:

1. Get Plenty of Rest: Ensure you get a good night's sleep before the exam to improve
focus and retention.

2. Eat a Healthy Breakfast: A nutritious breakfast can boost your energy levels and
concentration.

3. Arrive Early: Arriving at the testing center early reduces anxiety and allows time for any
unexpected delays.



4. Read Questions Carefully: Take your time to read each question thoroughly before
selecting an answer.

5. Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock to ensure you have enough time to
complete all questions.

Conclusion

The national portion of the real estate exam is a vital component of obtaining a real estate
license in the United States. Understanding the structure of the exam, the key topics
covered, and employing effective preparation strategies are crucial for success. By
utilizing available resources and following the tips outlined in this article, aspiring real
estate professionals can confidently approach the exam and take a significant step toward
launching their careers in this dynamic industry. With thorough preparation and
dedication, passing the national portion of the real estate exam is within reach, paving the
way for a fulfilling career in real estate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the national portion of the
real estate exam?

The national portion of the real estate exam typically covers topics such as property
ownership, land use controls, valuation, financing, agency relationships, real estate
contracts, and fair housing laws.

How can I effectively prepare for the national portion of
the real estate exam?

To prepare effectively, consider using a combination of study guides, practice exams,
online courses, and flashcards. Joining a study group or seeking mentorship from
experienced agents can also provide valuable insights.

What is the passing score for the national portion of the
real estate exam?

The passing score for the national portion varies by state but typically ranges from 70% to
75%. It's important to check the specific requirements for your state.

Are there any recommended resources for studying for
the real estate national exam?

Yes, some recommended resources include the Real Estate Commission's official study
materials, online platforms like Kaplan or Real Estate Express, and textbooks that cover
national real estate principles.



How often can I retake the national portion of the real
estate exam if I fail?

The retake policy varies by state, but generally, candidates can retake the exam as soon as
the following day or after a specified waiting period. It's important to check with your
state's real estate commission for specific guidelines.
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