
Red River Valley Fair Concert History

Red River Valley Fair concert history is a fascinating journey through time,
showcasing the evolution of music and entertainment in the Fargo-Moorhead
region of North Dakota and Minnesota. Established in 1928, the Red River
Valley Fair has grown into a significant cultural event, drawing thousands of
attendees each year. The concert history of the fair reflects not only the
changing musical landscape but also the social and economic developments in
the area. This article will explore the highlights of the fair's concert
history, the artists who have graced its stages, and the impact of these
performances on the local community.

Origins of the Red River Valley Fair

The Red River Valley Fair began as a small agricultural exhibition aimed at
promoting local farming and livestock. Over the years, it expanded to include
a variety of entertainment options, including concerts. The incorporation of
live music into the fair’s lineup marked a turning point, transforming it
into a multifaceted event that appealed to a broader audience.

Early Years: 1928 - 1960s

In its early years, the Red River Valley Fair focused primarily on
agricultural exhibitions, livestock shows, and community events. However, as
radio and recorded music became more popular, the demand for live
performances grew.



- 1930s-1940s: The first concerts were modest affairs, featuring local bands
and musicians who performed in tents and makeshift stages. The music
primarily consisted of country and folk genres, reflecting the rural roots of
the region.

- 1950s: The fair began to attract more notable acts. Country music became
particularly popular, with artists like Johnny Cash and Patsy Cline
performing at the fair during this decade. These concerts helped to elevate
the fair’s profile and draw larger crowds.

The 1970s - A Decade of Change

The 1970s marked a significant transformation in the fair's concert history.
The emergence of rock and pop music created new opportunities for the Red
River Valley Fair to diversify its entertainment offerings.

Notable Performances

During this transformative decade, several iconic acts took the stage:

1. The Beach Boys (1971): This legendary band made a memorable appearance,
attracting a youthful audience eager to experience the California sound.

2. Johnny Rivers (1974): Known for his energetic performances, Rivers brought
a fresh vibe to the fair, appealing to both young and older attendees.

3. Kenny Rogers (1977): The country music superstar headlined the fair,
showcasing the growing popularity of country crossover into pop music during
this era.

These performances reflected the broader trends in American music, as the
fair began to embrace a mix of genres, attracting diverse audiences.

The 1980s - Expanding Horizons

The 1980s saw the Red River Valley Fair cement its reputation as a premier
destination for live music in the Midwest. With increasing attendance and a
growing reputation, the fair began to book larger acts and more varied
genres.

Major Artists and Genres

The fair hosted several notable performers, including:



- REO Speedwagon (1981): The rock band, known for their powerful ballads and
energetic performances, drew a massive crowd.

- Alabama (1983): This country band brought a new level of excitement to the
fair, as they were at the height of their popularity.

- The Judds (1985): The mother-daughter duo captivated audiences with their
harmonies and heartfelt performances.

The 1980s not only showcased big-name artists but also highlighted the fair's
commitment to offering a variety of musical genres, including rock, pop,
country, and even emerging genres like new wave and heavy metal.

The 1990s - A New Era

As the new decade arrived, the Red River Valley Fair continued to evolve. The
1990s witnessed the rise of new musical styles, including alternative rock
and hip-hop, which began to influence the fair's lineup.

Highlights of the 1990s Concerts

1. The Smashing Pumpkins (1994): This alternative rock band brought a unique
sound to the fair, attracting younger audiences.

2. Hootie and the Blowfish (1996): Known for their catchy tunes, Hootie and
the Blowfish became a staple of the decade’s music scene.

3. Travis Tritt (1998): The country music star's performance highlighted the
continued popularity of country music at the fair.

These concerts not only provided entertainment but also contributed to the
local economy, boosting tourism and supporting local businesses.

The 2000s and Beyond - Modernization and
Diversity

As the 21st century approached, the Red River Valley Fair embraced
modernization, incorporating technology and social media to attract even
larger crowds. The concert history during this period reflects a
diversification in musical acts and the fair's commitment to offering
something for everyone.



Emerging Trends in Concert Lineup

- Diverse Genres: The fair began to feature an even wider variety of musical
styles, including pop, rock, country, and hip-hop. Artists like Carrie
Underwood (2005) and Lil Wayne (2009) showcased this shift.

- Family-Friendly Acts: The fair also began to focus on family-oriented
entertainment, booking acts like The Wiggles and Disney on Ice, making it a
destination for families.

- Local Talent: In addition to national acts, the fair started highlighting
local musicians, providing them with a platform to showcase their talents.
This initiative helped foster a sense of community and pride.

The Impact on the Local Community

The concert history of the Red River Valley Fair extends beyond
entertainment; it has had a significant impact on the local community and
economy.

Economic Contributions

The influx of visitors during the fair generates substantial revenue for the
local economy. Key areas impacted include:

- Hospitality: Hotels and motels benefit from increased bookings during the
fair.

- Restaurants and Shops: Local eateries and shops experience increased foot
traffic, leading to higher sales.

- Job Creation: The fair creates temporary jobs and supports local vendors
and artisans.

Cultural Significance

The fair has become a cultural cornerstone for the Fargo-Moorhead region,
offering a space where community members can come together to celebrate
music, agriculture, and regional pride. Its history reflects the changing
tastes and trends in music while remaining a beloved tradition for
generations.



Conclusion

The Red River Valley Fair concert history is a testament to the evolution of
music and entertainment in the Midwest. From humble beginnings to hosting
internationally renowned artists, the fair has continuously adapted to
reflect the musical landscape while fostering community spirit. As it moves
forward, it will undoubtedly continue to be a significant cultural event,
celebrating the rich history and diverse musical heritage of the region. The
concert history of the fair not only entertains but also enriches the lives
of many, making it a cherished tradition for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of the Red River Valley Fair
concert series?
The Red River Valley Fair concert series began in the early 2000s, showcasing
a variety of artists across genres. Over the years, it has grown in
popularity, featuring both local and national acts, contributing
significantly to the fair's overall attendance.

Which notable artists have performed at the Red
River Valley Fair?
The Red River Valley Fair has hosted a range of notable artists, including
country music stars like Miranda Lambert, Keith Urban, and Luke Bryan, as
well as rock bands and pop artists, making it a diverse musical event.

How has the concert lineup at the Red River Valley
Fair evolved over the years?
The concert lineup at the Red River Valley Fair has evolved to include a mix
of classic and contemporary artists, reflecting changing musical trends and
audience preferences, while also incorporating emerging artists to attract
younger attendees.

What impact do concerts have on the attendance of
the Red River Valley Fair?
Concerts significantly boost attendance at the Red River Valley Fair, drawing
fans from across the region, which in turn increases revenue for the fair and
local businesses, making the concerts a key attraction.

Are there any special themes or events associated



with concerts at the Red River Valley Fair?
Yes, the Red River Valley Fair often features themed nights or special
events, such as country music nights or tribute bands, which enhance the
concert experience and encourage attendees to participate in a festive
atmosphere.
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