
Redfield Scope Model History

Redfield scope model history encompasses a rich narrative of innovation and design in the world
of optics, particularly in relation to hunting, shooting sports, and outdoor activities. The Redfield
company, founded in the mid-20th century, has made significant contributions to the development of
riflescopes and optics. This article will explore the history of Redfield scopes, from their inception to
their current standing in the optics market.

Origins of Redfield Scopes

The story of Redfield begins in the post-World War II era, a time of great change and expansion in
American sports and outdoor activities. The company was established by a skilled machinist named
John Redfield in 1909 in Denver, Colorado. Initially focused on producing a variety of products,
including tools and bicycle parts, Redfield soon shifted its focus to the burgeoning market for firearms
and shooting accessories.

By the 1940s, John Redfield recognized the potential for quality riflescopes, which were becoming
increasingly popular among hunters and marksmen. This led to the development of the first Redfield
scope, which combined precision engineering with affordability. The company quickly gained a
reputation for producing reliable, high-quality optics.



Key Innovations

Redfield’s history is marked by several key innovations that set its products apart from competitors.
Some notable advancements include:

1. Accu-Range Reticle: Introduced in the 1950s, this patented reticle design allowed shooters to
estimate distances and improve accuracy. It was particularly beneficial for hunters needing to gauge
the distance to their targets accurately.

2. Variable Power Scopes: In the 1960s, Redfield was among the pioneers in producing variable power
scopes, which allowed shooters to adjust magnification levels for better target acquisition. This
innovation opened up new possibilities for hunting in varied conditions.

3. Revolutionary Coatings: Redfield was also at the forefront of developing lens coatings that
enhanced light transmission. These coatings improved clarity and brightness, making it easier for
shooters to see their targets in low-light conditions.

Redfield’s Rise to Prominence

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Redfield scopes became synonymous with reliability and
performance. The company’s commitment to quality manufacturing and innovative designs resonated
with consumers, leading to a rapid increase in sales. Redfield scopes were widely used by hunters,
law enforcement, and military personnel, further solidifying the brand's reputation.

Popular Models

Several models of Redfield scopes have become iconic over the years:

- Redfield Revolution: Launched in the early 2000s, the Revolution series was designed with modern
shooters in mind. It featured improved optics and rugged construction, ideal for various shooting
conditions.

- Redfield Tracker: This model was designed for hunters seeking lightweight and compact scopes. Its
simplicity and durability made it a favorite among outdoor enthusiasts.

- Redfield Golden 5-Star: Known for its precision and clarity, this premium line of scopes gained a loyal
following among serious hunters and competitive shooters.

Challenges and Changes

Despite its initial success, Redfield faced challenges in the late 20th century. Changes in consumer
preferences and increased competition from foreign manufacturers led to a decline in sales. In 1998,
the company was acquired by the Leupold & Stevens, Inc., a prominent name in the optics industry.
This acquisition allowed Redfield to benefit from Leupold's extensive resources and marketing



capabilities.

Revival of the Brand

Under Leupold's ownership, Redfield underwent a revival. The company reintroduced classic models
with modern technology, catering to both traditional and new customers. The re-launch of the
Redfield brand included:

- Affordable Pricing: The new Redfield scopes were designed to be budget-friendly while maintaining
the quality that the brand was known for.

- Modern Features: Incorporating features such as nitrogen purging for fog-proofing and shock
resistance, the redesigned scopes were tailored to meet contemporary shooting needs.

- Expanded Product Line: Redfield broadened its offerings to include a variety of scopes, sights, and
accessories, catering to a wider range of shooting disciplines.

Impact on the Industry

The Redfield scope model history has had a significant impact on the optics industry. Redfield was
one of the first companies to recognize the importance of combining quality with affordability, a
principle that continues to resonate in the market today. Furthermore, the innovations introduced by
Redfield have set benchmarks for other manufacturers, driving advancements in scope technology.

Legacy and Community

The legacy of Redfield extends beyond its products; it has fostered a strong community of enthusiasts
who appreciate the brand's commitment to quality and performance. Many hunters and shooters
continue to pass down their Redfield scopes through generations, reinforcing the bond between the
brand and its users.

- User Testimonials: Many shooters speak fondly of their experiences with Redfield scopes, often
citing their reliability in the field and the ease of use.

- Sponsorship and Events: Redfield has been involved in various hunting and shooting events, further
solidifying its connection with the community and promoting safe shooting practices.

Current Status and Future Outlook

Today, Redfield remains a respected name in the firearms optics industry. With a renewed focus on
quality and innovation, the brand continues to offer a range of products that cater to diverse shooting
needs.



Product Offerings

The current lineup of Redfield scopes includes:

- Redfield Revenge: A versatile scope designed for both hunting and tactical use, featuring a fast-
focus eyepiece and a range of magnification options.

- Redfield Battlezone: This tactical scope offers features suited for competitive shooting and includes
tactical reticles for improved accuracy.

- Redfield Rampage: A compact, lightweight scope perfect for hunters looking for performance in a
small package.

Future Innovations

As technology advances, Redfield is poised to adapt and innovate. The company is continuously
exploring new materials and manufacturing techniques to enhance the durability and performance of
its products. Additionally, there is a growing trend towards integrating smart technology into optics,
which could reshape the future of Redfield scopes.

Conclusion

The Redfield scope model history is a testament to the evolution of optical technology and its
enduring impact on the shooting sports community. From its humble beginnings in the early 20th
century to its current status under Leupold's ownership, Redfield has remained committed to
producing high-quality, reliable optics. As the company continues to innovate and adapt to changing
market demands, it is likely that Redfield will maintain its legacy as a trusted name in the world of
riflescopes for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history behind the Redfield scope model?
The Redfield scope model was developed in the mid-20th century by the Redfield company, known for
its precision optics. Initially designed for hunting and shooting sports, it gained a reputation for
durability and performance.

How did the Redfield scope model influence the optics
industry?
The Redfield scope model introduced advancements such as the Accu-Range reticle and innovative
lens coatings, setting new standards for clarity and brightness, which influenced the design of future
rifle scopes.



What are some key features of the Redfield scope model?
Key features of the Redfield scope model include a rugged construction, waterproof and fog-proof
design, multi-coated lenses for enhanced light transmission, and a user-friendly turret adjustment
system for elevation and windage.

When did the Redfield scope model become popular among
hunters?
The Redfield scope model gained popularity in the 1950s and 1960s as hunting became more
mainstream in the United States, with shooters appreciating its reliability and performance in various
conditions.

What advancements have been made to the Redfield scope
model over the years?
Over the years, the Redfield scope model has seen enhancements in optical technology, including
improved lens materials, advanced reticle options, and modern manufacturing techniques to increase
precision and durability.

Is the Redfield scope model still in production?
Yes, the Redfield scope model is still in production today, with new versions and updated technologies
being released to meet the needs of modern shooters and hunters.

What makes the Redfield scope model a favorite among sport
shooters?
The Redfield scope model is favored by sport shooters due to its combination of affordability, high
optical performance, and robust construction, making it suitable for both competitive shooting and
recreational use.
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