
Queen Mary Self Guided Tour

Queen Mary self guided tour offers a unique opportunity to explore one of the most historically rich

ocean liners in the world, now permanently docked in Long Beach, California. The Queen Mary, which

served as a luxury cruise liner and a troopship during World War II, has been transformed into a

floating hotel and museum that showcases its storied past. Visitors can embark on a self-guided tour

at their own pace, allowing them to delve into the ship's history, architecture, and the intriguing tales of

her passengers and crew. This article will provide an overview of the Queen Mary, the self-guided tour

experience, key highlights, and practical tips for visitors.

History of the Queen Mary

The RMS Queen Mary was launched in 1934 and made her maiden voyage in 1936. She was

originally built to serve the transatlantic route between Europe and North America, quickly becoming a

symbol of luxury and elegance. The ship was known for its Art Deco design, spacious

accommodations, and outstanding service.

1. Construction and Design

- Built by John Brown & Company in Clydebank, Scotland.

- Designed by renowned architect Sir Edward Joseph, featuring Art Deco elements.



- Length: 1,019.5 feet; Width: 118.5 feet; Displacement: 81,237 tons.

2. World War II Service

- Converted into a troopship during World War II, transporting soldiers across the Atlantic.

- Nicknamed the "Grey Ghost" due to her wartime camouflage.

- Carried over 800,000 military personnel and completed 600 voyages.

3. Post-War Era and Retirement

- Returned to passenger service after the war, enjoying a successful period until the rise of air travel.

- Retired in 1967 and docked in Long Beach, California, where she was transformed into a hotel and

museum.

The Self-Guided Tour Experience

The Queen Mary self guided tour allows visitors to explore the ship at their own pace, engaging with

interactive exhibits and informational displays. The tour is designed to accommodate various interests,

whether you're a history buff, an architecture enthusiast, or simply curious about the ship's past.

How to Begin Your Tour

1. Purchase Tickets

- Tickets for the self-guided tour can be purchased online or at the ticket booth.

- Options include general admission, guided tours for specific areas, and combo packages that include

dining experiences.

2. Download the App

- The Queen Mary offers a mobile app that enhances the self-guided experience.

- The app includes audio guides, detailed maps, and descriptions of key areas of interest.



3. Plan Your Route

- A suggested route is available, but visitors are free to explore in any order.

- Key areas to visit include the Main Deck, Engine Room, and the various staterooms and suites.

Key Highlights of the Tour

The self-guided tour of the Queen Mary encompasses numerous areas that highlight the ship's

grandeur and historical significance.

1. The Grand Salon

- A stunning ballroom with ornate ceilings and beautiful chandeliers.

- Historically used for formal dinners and dances; features exquisite Art Deco design.

- Check out the original furniture and décor that transport you back to the 1930s.

2. The Observation Bar

- One of the ship's most iconic lounges, featuring panoramic views of the ocean.

- A perfect spot to relax and take in the atmosphere while enjoying a drink.

- Historical significance as a gathering place for passengers during voyages.

3. Engine Room

- A fascinating look at the inner workings of the ship.

- Features large steam turbines and the control room where engineers managed the vessel's

operations.

- Guided audio tours provide insights into how the ship was powered and navigated.

4. Staterooms and Suites

- Explore various accommodations, from the luxurious first-class suites to the more modest third-class

quarters.

- Each room tells a story about the passengers who traveled aboard the Queen Mary.

- Interactive displays provide details about the amenities and experiences of guests.



5. The Queen Mary’s History Exhibit

- A dedicated exhibit that chronicles the ship's journey from construction to her retirement.

- Features photographs, artifacts, and personal stories from crew and passengers.

- Great for those interested in maritime history and the ship's role during WWII.

Experiencing the Queen Mary Beyond the Tour

While the Queen Mary self guided tour is a captivating experience on its own, there are several

additional activities and attractions to enhance your visit.

Dining Options

1. Onboard Restaurants

- The Queen Mary features several dining options, ranging from casual to fine dining.

- Notable restaurants include:

- Sir Winston’s Restaurant & Lounge: Fine dining with a view of the harbor.

- The Chelsea Chowder House & Bar: Casual dining with a focus on seafood.

2. Special Events and Themed Dinners

- Throughout the year, the Queen Mary hosts themed dining events.

- Guests can enjoy murder mystery dinners, holiday celebrations, and more.

Special Tours and Experiences

1. Ghost Tours

- The Queen Mary is rumored to be haunted, and ghost tours are a popular attraction.

- These tours delve into the ship's spooky history and reported paranormal activity.



2. Historic Hotel Stay

- Consider booking a stay at the Queen Mary for a truly immersive experience.

- Guests can choose from various accommodations, some reportedly haunted.

3. Exhibitions and Events

- The Queen Mary hosts various exhibitions and events throughout the year.

- Check the schedule for art exhibits, film screenings, and live entertainment.

Practical Tips for Your Visit

To make the most of your Queen Mary self guided tour, consider the following practical tips:

1. Wear Comfortable Shoes

- The ship is large, and you'll be walking a lot; comfortable footwear is essential.

2. Timing Your Visit

- Arrive early in the day to avoid crowds and have ample time to explore.

- Weekdays are usually less crowded than weekends.

3. Bring a Camera

- The Queen Mary is filled with beautiful photo opportunities, from stunning architecture to scenic

views.

4. Check the Weather

- If you plan to explore the deck or surrounding areas, check the weather forecast for the day of your

visit.

5. Stay Hydrated and Snack Smart

- Bring a water bottle and snacks to keep your energy up while exploring.



Conclusion

The Queen Mary self guided tour is not just a journey through a magnificent ship; it’s a voyage into

maritime history, luxury, and the stories of those who traveled across the seas. With its rich past and

numerous attractions, the Queen Mary continues to captivate visitors of all ages. Whether you are

interested in its architectural beauty, historical significance, or the rumored hauntings, there is

something for everyone to enjoy. Plan your visit today and discover the magic of the Queen Mary for

yourself!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

The Queen Mary self-guided tour allows visitors to explore the historic ocean liner at their own pace,

providing access to various exhibits, staterooms, and public areas of the ship.

How long does the Queen Mary self-guided tour take?

The self-guided tour typically takes around 1.5 to 2 hours, depending on how long you choose to

spend at each exhibit.

What areas of the Queen Mary can I explore during the self-guided

tour?

During the self-guided tour, visitors can explore the ship's grand salons, staterooms, engine room, and

various exhibits highlighting its history and significance.

Are there any audio guides available for the Queen Mary self-guided



tour?

Yes, the Queen Mary offers an audio guide option that provides additional context and stories about

the ship's history and its various features.

Is there an admission fee for the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

Yes, there is an admission fee for the self-guided tour, which can vary based on age, military status,

and any special promotions or packages available.

Can I take photos during the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

Yes, photography is generally allowed during the self-guided tour, but some specific areas may have

restrictions, so it's good to check for any signage.

Are there any age restrictions for the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

There are no strict age restrictions for the self-guided tour; however, children should be accompanied

by an adult to ensure their safety while exploring the ship.

What should I wear for the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

Comfortable clothing and walking shoes are recommended, as visitors will be walking and exploring

various areas of the ship.

Can I bring food and drinks on the Queen Mary self-guided tour?

Outside food and drinks are not allowed on the tour, but there are dining options available on the ship

where visitors can enjoy meals and refreshments.
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Explore the Queen Mary self-guided tour and uncover the ship's fascinating history at your own
pace. Discover how to make the most of your visit!
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