
Primary School Interview Questions And
Answers

Primary school interview questions and answers are essential tools for
parents and educators to understand the expectations and requirements of
school interviews. As children transition from preschool to primary school,
interviews can play a critical role in determining their readiness for the
next phase of their education. This article explores common questions that
may arise during these interviews, along with insightful answers and tips for
parents to help their children prepare effectively.

Understanding the Purpose of Primary School
Interviews

Interviews for primary school admissions serve several purposes:

1. Assessing Readiness: Schools want to gauge whether a child is ready for
the academic and social demands of a primary school environment.
2. Understanding Background: Interviews provide insight into a child’s
background, including their family dynamics, previous educational
experiences, and social interactions.
3. Evaluating Fit: Schools aim to ascertain whether a child aligns with the
school's culture, values, and educational philosophy.



Common Primary School Interview Questions

While the specific questions may vary by school, there are several common
themes that parents can expect. Below are some typical interview questions
along with suggested answers.

1. Questions About the Child’s Interests

These questions help the interviewer understand what excites the child and
how they interact with the world around them.

- Question: What do you like to do for fun?
- Suggested Answer: "I love to play outside, especially on the swings and
slides. I also enjoy drawing and reading stories with my mom."

- Question: What is your favorite book or story?
- Suggested Answer: "My favorite book is 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar.' I
like it because it shows how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly, and I love
the colorful pictures!"

2. Questions About Social Skills

Social skills are crucial at this age, and schools want to know how children
interact with their peers.

- Question: How do you make friends?
- Suggested Answer: "I like to smile and say hello. I ask them to play with
me, and sometimes I share my toys."

- Question: What do you do if you disagree with a friend?
- Suggested Answer: "I try to talk to them about it. If we can’t agree, I say
let’s play something else together."

3. Questions About Learning and Curiosity

These questions assess a child's eagerness to learn and their approach to new
challenges.

- Question: What is something new you learned recently?
- Suggested Answer: "I learned how to count to 100! My dad helped me by
counting with me every day."

- Question: What do you want to learn when you start school?
- Suggested Answer: "I want to learn how to read all by myself and do math



problems!"

4. Questions About Family and Home Life

Understanding a child's home environment can provide context for their
behavior and development.

- Question: Can you tell me about your family?
- Suggested Answer: "I live with my mom, dad, and little sister. We have a
dog named Max, and we like to go to the park together."

- Question: What do you do at home after school?
- Suggested Answer: "After school, I usually have a snack, do my homework,
and then play outside with my friends or my sister."

Preparing for the Interview

Preparation is key to helping children feel comfortable and confident during
their interviews. Here are some tips for parents:

1. Practice Common Questions

Conduct mock interviews at home. Use the common questions discussed above to
help your child practice their responses. Keep the sessions light and fun to
ease any anxiety.

2. Encourage Open Communication

Foster an environment where your child feels safe expressing their thoughts
and feelings. Discuss the importance of honesty and being themselves during
the interview.

3. Role-Play Scenarios

Engage in role-playing scenarios where you take on the role of the
interviewer. This can help your child become accustomed to the format and
reduce nervousness.



4. Familiarize with the School Environment

If possible, visit the school before the interview. Familiarize your child
with the environment, including the playground, classrooms, and common areas.
This can help them feel more comfortable on the day of the interview.

What to Expect During the Interview

Understanding the structure of the interview can also help alleviate anxiety.
Here’s what a typical primary school interview may entail:

1. Introduction

The interviewer will introduce themselves and create a warm, welcoming
atmosphere. This can include casual conversation to help the child relax.

2. Question and Answer Session

The core of the interview will consist of the questions outlined earlier.
Expect a mix of inquiries about the child’s interests, social skills, and
family background.

3. Interaction with the Child

The interviewer may engage in activities with the child, such as playing a
simple game or asking them to draw a picture. This helps to observe the
child’s behavior in a more relaxed setting.

4. Conclusion and Next Steps

At the end of the interview, the interviewer will explain the next steps in
the admissions process and may allow parents to ask questions.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, primary school interviews are important milestones for
children and their families. By understanding common interview questions and
preparing effectively, parents can help their children approach this



experience with confidence. Encourage your child to be themselves, express
their interests, and communicate openly. Remember, the interview is not just
an evaluation; it’s an opportunity for both the child and the school to find
a good fit for a successful educational journey. With adequate preparation
and support, children can shine during their interviews and embark on their
primary school adventure with enthusiasm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common questions asked in primary
school interviews?
Common questions include 'Why do you want to attend this school?', 'What
subjects do you like most?', and 'Can you tell us about your favorite book or
story?'.

How should a child prepare for a primary school
interview?
Children should familiarize themselves with the school, practice answering
common questions, and think about their interests and achievements to share
during the interview.

What qualities do schools look for in primary school
interview candidates?
Schools often look for enthusiasm for learning, good communication skills,
social interaction abilities, and a positive attitude.

How can parents support their child during the
interview process?
Parents can help by conducting mock interviews, discussing potential
questions, and encouraging their child to express themselves confidently.

What should a child wear to a primary school
interview?
Children should wear smart, comfortable clothing that reflects the school's
culture; a neat outfit helps create a good first impression.

Are there any specific activities that can help a
child shine in a primary school interview?
Yes, engaging in group activities, playing team sports, or participating in
arts and crafts can showcase teamwork, creativity, and social skills.



What follow-up actions should parents take after the
interview?
Parents should thank the interviewers with a note, discuss the experience
with their child, and reflect on what went well and what could be improved
for future interviews.
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Primary completion rates look at children aged 3-5 years older than the entry age for children for
the last grade of primary school, so the target population on this indicator will be children aged
12-14 years who have not completed primary education. In Nepal, 18 per cent of children aged
between 12 and 14 have not completed primary education.

Prepare for success with our comprehensive guide on primary school interview questions and
answers. Discover how to impress and stand out in your interview!
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