
Predicate Adjective And Predicate
Nominative Worksheets

Predicate adjective and predicate nominative worksheets are essential educational tools used
to enhance students' understanding of sentence structure, particularly in identifying and using
predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives. These two grammatical components play a
significant role in linking verbs and providing additional information about the subject of a sentence.
In this article, we will delve into the definitions, uses, and importance of predicate adjectives and
predicate nominatives while also discussing effective worksheets that can aid in teaching and
assessing these concepts.



Understanding Predicate Adjectives

Definition
A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the subject of the
sentence. It provides more detail about the subject, giving the reader a clearer picture of it. For
example, in the sentence “The flowers are beautiful,” the word “beautiful” is the predicate adjective
that describes the subject “flowers.”

Examples of Predicate Adjectives
To further illustrate the concept, here are some examples of sentences containing predicate
adjectives:

1. The soup tastes delicious.
2. The children seem excited.
3. Her dress looks stunning.
4. The weather is becoming colder.
5. The movie was thrilling.

In each of these sentences, the predicate adjective follows the linking verb (tastes, seem, looks, is,
was) and describes the subject.

Identifying Predicate Adjectives
When teaching students to identify predicate adjectives, consider the following steps:

- Locate the linking verb: Common linking verbs include forms of "to be" (am, is, are, was, were) and
sensory verbs (seem, become, feel, taste, smell).
- Ask what the subject is: This will help students focus on the main subject of the sentence.
- Determine what the linking verb tells about the subject: The word or words that describe the subject
following the linking verb are the predicate adjectives.

Understanding Predicate Nominatives

Definition
A predicate nominative, also known as a predicate noun, is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking
verb and renames or identifies the subject. It provides clarity about what the subject is or who it is.
For example, in the sentence “Jenna is a teacher,” “teacher” is the predicate nominative that
identifies the subject “Jenna.”



Examples of Predicate Nominatives
Here are some examples to clarify the concept of predicate nominatives:

1. My brother is a doctor.
2. They are champions.
3. The winner is Sarah.
4. The best fruit is an apple.
5. That car is mine.

In these sentences, the predicate nominatives follow the linking verb (is, are) and rename the subject.

Identifying Predicate Nominatives
To help students identify predicate nominatives, follow these steps:

- Find the linking verb: Just as with predicate adjectives, start by locating the linking verb.
- Identify the subject: Determine what the subject of the sentence is.
- Ask what the linking verb indicates about the subject: The word or phrase that renames or identifies
the subject after the linking verb is the predicate nominative.

Difference Between Predicate Adjectives and Predicate
Nominatives

Understanding the distinction between predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives is crucial for
students. Here are the key differences:

- Type of Word:
- Predicate adjectives are adjectives, while predicate nominatives are nouns or pronouns.

- Function:
- Predicate adjectives describe the subject, whereas predicate nominatives rename or identify the
subject.

- Examples:
- In the sentence “The sky is blue,” “blue” is a predicate adjective. In “The sky is a canvas,” “canvas”
is a predicate nominative.

Importance of Predicate Adjectives and Predicate
Nominatives in Writing

Both predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives are vital for effective writing. They provide depth
and clarity, helping to convey the writer's intended meaning. Here are some reasons why they are
important:



- Enhance Description: Predicate adjectives make writing more vivid by adding descriptive details.
- Clarification: Predicate nominatives help clarify the subject by providing a specific name or
classification.
- Improve Sentence Variety: Using predicate adjectives and nominatives allows for greater variation in
sentence structure, making writing more engaging.
- Support Comprehension: Understanding these grammatical elements aids in reading
comprehension, allowing students to grasp the meaning of sentences more easily.

Predicate Adjective and Predicate Nominative
Worksheets

Worksheets focusing on predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives can be incredibly useful for
educators. They offer structured practice that reinforces learning. Here are some tips for creating
effective worksheets:

Types of Worksheets
1. Identification Worksheets: Provide sentences in which students need to identify and underline
predicate adjectives and nominatives.

2. Fill-in-the-Blank Activities: Create sentences with missing predicate adjectives or nominatives for
students to fill in based on context clues.

3. Matching Exercises: Have students match subjects with appropriate predicate adjectives or
nominatives from a given list.

4. Sentence Creation: Ask students to write their own sentences using specified predicate adjectives
and nominatives.

5. Error Correction: Give students sentences with incorrect use of predicate adjectives or nominatives
for them to correct.

Assessment and Feedback
Using worksheets in assessments is crucial for gauging understanding. Here’s how to incorporate
them effectively:

- Quizzes: Short quizzes can be designed using the worksheets to test students' ability to identify and
use predicate adjectives and nominatives.

- Group Activities: Encourage group work where students can discuss and correct each other’s
worksheets, promoting collaborative learning.

- Feedback Sessions: After completing worksheets, hold feedback sessions to discuss common errors
and clarify misunderstandings.



Conclusion

In conclusion, predicate adjectives and predicate nominatives are fundamental components of English
grammar that enrich sentence structure and enhance writing clarity. Worksheets focused on these
concepts serve as effective tools in the classroom, offering students the opportunity to practice and
solidify their understanding. By implementing various types of worksheets and assessment methods,
educators can foster a deeper comprehension of these grammatical elements, ultimately leading to
improved writing skills among students. Understanding and mastering predicate adjectives and
nominatives not only aids in effective communication but also empowers students to express
themselves with confidence and clarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a predicate adjective and how does it function in a
sentence?
A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the subject of the
sentence. For example, in the sentence 'The sky is blue,' 'blue' is the predicate adjective describing
'sky.'

What is a predicate nominative and how is it used?
A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames or identifies the
subject. In the sentence 'She is a teacher,' 'teacher' is the predicate nominative that refers back to
'She.'

What are some effective activities to include in predicate
adjective and predicate nominative worksheets?
Effective activities can include fill-in-the-blank sentences, matching exercises where students pair
subjects with appropriate predicate adjectives or nominatives, and sentence rewriting tasks that
require students to identify and replace the predicate element.

How can I assess students' understanding of predicate
adjectives and nominatives using worksheets?
You can assess understanding by including sections where students must identify, underline, or circle
predicate adjectives and nominatives in given sentences, as well as providing short answer questions
that require explanations of their choices.

Are there online resources available for predicate adjective
and predicate nominative worksheets?
Yes, numerous educational websites offer free or paid resources for predicate adjective and
nominative worksheets, including interactive activities, printable worksheets, and PDF downloads
tailored for various grade levels.



What grade levels are appropriate for teaching predicate
adjectives and nominatives with worksheets?
Predicate adjectives and nominatives are typically introduced in elementary school, around 2nd to 4th
grade, but can be reinforced in middle school as part of grammar review, making worksheets suitable
for a wide range of students.
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