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FRETTY MOUTH AND GREEN MY EYES

HEM dee phone rang, the
Wgn_\.--h:ird man asked the girl,

with quite some linde defer-
encey if she would rather for sany reas
son he didn’r asvwer i The girl heand
B as of from s dutapee, apd tusned
her dace toward ham, eme epe—on the
wde of the light—closcd dght, her
opem ExE very, however disingepeomly,
large, and so hluc &5 to appear almoar
vialet. The g:‘a.:r-h.\irrd mam asked her
| 113 h1|r::|' upk and d]r r".|i'u'\d up an her
n'.{ht Earearm }m.1 q\:';Hy ennugh &0
that the movement didn't quite look per-
functory. She cleared her hair hack
from her forehead with her leit hand
and said, "God. I don't kmow. L
mean what do you think?” The gray-
haired mam mid he didn’t sce that it
made a helluva lot of difference ome
way or the other, and slipped his left
hand under. the girl®s sapporiing arm,
above the obow, weorking hiv fimgers
up, making room for them botwioen
the warm surfaces of bir upper arm
and chest wall. He reached for the
phone with bt right hand, Ta reach
it without groping, he had to raisc him-
wlf somewhat higher, which caused the

happen o netice when Joanie was leave
img? INd you happen to nogice if she
kit wish the Ellenbogons, by amy
chancef ™

The gray-haired mam booked lefe
again, but high this time, away from
the girl, who was now warching him
remotely, ke o young, Blue.eped Irish
policeman. “Ne, I didn’r, Arthur,” he
axid, his eyes en the far, dim eedd of
the room, where the wall met the ceil-
img. “Didn't she leave with youf™

o, Christ, no. You didn't see her
Jeave ar sll, then?™

MWell, mo, a5 a maier of fner, T
dida'r, Arthur,'" the pray=hsired man
said. “Acqually, s 2 marer of facy, T
didn't see 3 blosdy thing all evenimp.
‘The minute I got in the door, I got
mysell involved i one loag Jewus of
& sessos with thy French poop, Viens
fcke poop-—wharever the hell he was
Every blondy ane of these foreign guys
keep an eye open for o Bade free legal
sdvice. Whyf Whm's up! Joanie
T P!

", Christ, Who knows? T dea't
know, You lnow her when she gos
all pxmked up and rarin 1o go. [ dea't
T r 1 T m
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img some bascard i the kivches whes
she gers mnied up. I'm through, |
wwenr 1o Grod 1 paean fe ahis tme, Five
goddam—"

*“Where are you now, Ardur]' e
gray-haired man mied: *“Home? '

“Vezh, Home. Home sweer home,
Christ.™

"Well, just ery 1w inke it s Erle—
What are ya=—=drunk, or whag?"”

T dea't kmow, How the kell do
I knowi'™

“al :’if_hl. now, Enen. Relax, _|||5.t
relix,” the pray=haired man sad, “You
know the ]"."rl'lbugtul. for Chrpsake,
What prabably h.m-ep.nl, ety Fruh:!\."r
mased their lag traim, Al thres of
‘el probably’ barge in on you amy
minute, full of witty, night-club—"

Ty drove in,'

“How de you know!'™

“Their hlly-ﬂl,rr. Weve  Bad
some  wintillatag goddam  comvers-
eisas, Wie're close ad hell. We're e
two goddam pead in a pod.”

“All righe. All righe, 5o what?
WHIl yx ut eight an
said the sr:g-h:im! man. Al thres
of "emll probably waltz in on you any
eninute.  Take my wesd, You ksow

Leans, | dos't know what e hell
T m n i i L o

relax, nowi™

Pretty mouth and green my eyes is a phrase that evokes a sense of beauty and
intrigue, often associated with the complexities of human relationships and
emotions. It is most famously linked to the iconic song "Green Eyes" by the
renowned American musician, John Legend. This article explores the
significance of this phrase, its artistic interpretations, and the broader
implications of beauty, love, and longing in relationships.

Understanding the Phrase

The phrase "pretty mouth and green my eyes" suggests a combination of
physical beauty and emotional depth. Each element—“pretty mouth” and “green
eyes”—holds symbolic meaning that extends beyond mere physical attributes.

The Allure of "Pretty Mouth"

A "pretty mouth"
intimacy,

symbolizes more than beauty;
and the power of words.

it represents communication,

— Communication: The mouth is the gateway to expression. A pretty mouth can
evoke thoughts of sweet whispers, promises, and the intimate exchange of
feelings.

— Romantic Connotations: In literature and art, a beautiful mouth often
signifies love and passion. It is frequently depicted in romantic contexts,
enhancing the allure of the person being described.

— Cultural Significance: Different cultures have various standards of beauty,
often influencing how a "pretty mouth" is perceived. In some societies, a
smile or the shape of the lips can play a crucial role in the attractiveness
of an individual.



The Mystery of "Green Eyes"

Green eyes are among the rarest eye colors, making them an object of
fascination and mystery.

— Symbolism: Green is often associated with nature, growth, and harmony, but
it can also signify envy and jealousy. This duality adds depth to the
interpretation of someone with green eyes.

- Mystique: The rarity of green eyes contributes to an air of uniqueness.
They are often depicted in literature and media as captivating or
otherworldly, drawing people in and sparking curiosity.

— Cultural References: Throughout history, green eyes have been romanticized
in various art forms, from poetry to painting. Their allure is often tied to
themes of desire and the unknown.

Artistic Interpretations

The phrase "pretty mouth and green my eyes" has been explored in various
artistic mediums, each adding layers of meaning to the words.

Music

One of the most notable examples is John Legend's song "Green Eyes." This
track is a soulful exploration of love, longing, and the beauty found in
relationships.

— Themes of Love and Longing: The lyrics resonate with listeners due to their
emotional depth and relatability. The song captures the essence of yearning
for someone special, highlighting the beauty of connection.

— Melodic Elements: The melody of the song complements the lyrics, creating
an atmosphere that reflects both warmth and melancholy. The combination of
these elements makes the song memorable and impactful.

Literature

The phrase has also appeared in various literary works, often used to convey
deep emotional connections between characters.

— Poetry: Poets frequently employ imagery of beautiful features to describe
love interests. The combination of a pretty mouth and green eyes can
symbolize everything from infatuation to deep-rooted affection.

- Prose: In novels, characters with striking physical traits often embody
specific themes or archetypes. A character with "pretty mouth and green eyes"
might represent the ideal partner, the object of desire, or even the source
of conflict in a narrative.

Visual Arts

Artists have long been captivated by the beauty of the human face,
particularly features such as the mouth and eyes.



— Portraiture: Many portrait artists focus on the interplay of light and
shadow to accentuate the features of their subjects. A pretty mouth and
striking green eyes can become focal points in a painting, inviting viewers
to ponder the emotions conveyed by the subject.

- Symbolic Imagery: In visual art, the colors and forms associated with
beauty can carry symbolic meaning. For example, green might represent
fertility and life, while the mouth could symbolize communication and
connection.

The Broader Implications of Beauty

While the phrase "pretty mouth and green my eyes" captures a moment of
aesthetic appreciation, it also invites deeper reflection on the nature of
beauty and its impact on human relationships.

Beauty Standards and Society

Society's perception of beauty can have profound effects on self-esteem and
interpersonal relationships.

— Cultural Influences: Different cultures have varying standards of beauty,
which can affect how individuals perceive themselves and others. The idea of
a "pretty mouth" or "green eyes" can lead to unrealistic expectations.

— Media Representation: The media often perpetuates narrow definitions of
beauty, influencing people's perceptions and potentially leading to body
image issues. This can affect romantic relationships, friendships, and social
interactions.

Love Beyond Physical Appearance

While physical attributes like a pretty mouth and green eyes can initially
draw people together, lasting connections are often built on deeper emotional
foundations.

- Emotional Compatibility: True love encompasses understanding, respect, and
shared values. While attraction is important, emotional compatibility
ultimately determines the success of a relationship.

— Personal Growth: Engaging in meaningful relationships allows individuals to
grow and evolve. The focus should shift from physical beauty to the beauty
found in character and shared experiences.

Conclusion

The phrase "pretty mouth and green my eyes" encapsulates a rich tapestry of

meaning, from physical allure to emotional depth. It serves as a reminder of
the complexities of human relationships and the interplay between beauty and
love.

As we navigate the landscape of attraction, it is essential to appreciate the
beauty of physical traits while recognizing the profound connections that lie



beyond appearances. In the end, it is the depth of understanding, emotional
support, and shared experiences that truly define the bonds we create with
one another.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Pretty Mouth and Green My
Eyes'?

The main theme revolves around deception, jealousy, and the complexities of
relationships, highlighting the tension between trust and betrayal.

Who is the author of 'Pretty Mouth and Green My
Eyes'?

The story is written by J.D. Salinger, a prominent American author known for
his distinct style and themes.

What literary techniques does Salinger use in 'Pretty
Mouth and Green My Eyes'?

Salinger employs dialogue, symbolism, and ambiguity, allowing readers to
interpret the characters' motivations and emotions.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Pretty
Mouth and Green My Eyes'?

The setting, primarily taking place in a dimly lit apartment, creates an
intimate yet tense atmosphere that heightens the emotional stakes of the
conversation.

What role does the phone conversation play in 'Pretty
Mouth and Green My Eyes'?

The phone conversation serves as a critical narrative device, revealing
character dynamics and the underlying tension between the characters without
visual cues.

What can be inferred about the character of Arthur in
'Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes'?

Arthur is portrayed as insecure and vulnerable, showcasing his emotional
state through his frantic dialogue and concerns about his partner's fidelity.

How does Salinger portray jealousy in the story?

Jealousy is portrayed through the character's obsessive thoughts and the
manipulative undercurrents in their dialogue, reflecting the destructive
nature of such emotions.

What is the significance of the title 'Pretty Mouth



and Green My Eyes'?

The title suggests allure and temptation, symbolizing the captivating yet
potentially deceptive nature of beauty and desire in relationships.

How does 'Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes' connect to
Salinger's broader body of work?

The story shares themes of alienation, the complexities of human
interactions, and the exploration of identity, which are prevalent in
Salinger's other writings.
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PRETTY Definition & M...
Pretty is used to tone down a statement and is in wide use across the whole ...

PRETTY | English meani...
We can use pretty as an adverb, before an adjective or ...

PRETTY Definition & M...
Something or someone that is pretty is pleasing ...

Pretty - definition of pr...
1. To a fair degree; moderately: a pretty good student. 2. In a pretty manner; ...

448 Synonyms & Antonyms for ...
Find 448 different ways to say PRETTY, along with ...

PRETTY Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
Pretty is used to tone down a statement and is in wide use across the whole spectrum of English. It

is common in informal speech and writing but is neither rare nor wrong in serious discourse

PRETTY | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
We can use pretty as an adverb, before an adjective or another adverb, meaning ‘quite, but not
extremely’. It is informal: ...

PRETTY Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Something or someone that is pretty is pleasing to the eye. But calling someone pretty isn’t quite the
same as calling them beautiful, handsome, or lovely.

Pretty - definition of pretty by The Free Dictionary
1. To a fair degree; moderately: a pretty good student. 2. In a pretty manner; prettily or pleasingly.
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448 Synonyms & Antonyms for PRETTY | Thesaurus.com
Find 448 different ways to say PRETTY, along with antonyms, related words, and example sentences
at Thesaurus.com.

PRETTY definition and meaning | Collins English Dictiona
If you describe someone as pretty, you mean that they are attractive. She's a very charming and very
pretty girl.

pretty - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jul 21, 2025 - When particularly stressed, the adverb pretty serves almost to diminish the adjective
or adverb that it modifies, by emphasizing that there are greater levels of intensity.

pretty - WordReference.com Dictionary of English
pleasing or attractive, esp. in a delicate or graceful way: a pretty face. pleasing or charming but not
grand or overwhelming: a pretty little cabin in the woods.

What does pretty mean? - Definitions.net
Pretty is an adjective that describes something or someone as visually pleasing, attractive, or

aesthetically appealing. It is often used to convey a sense of beauty, charm, elegance, or ...

pretty adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage ...
Definition of pretty adjective in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation,
picture, example sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more.

Explore the meaning behind "pretty mouth and green my eyes" and its impact on love and
relationships. Discover how this phrase resonates in poetry and life. Learn more!
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