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Pokemon XD: Gale of Darkness is a captivating role-playing video game created by the renowned
Game Freak and published by The Pokémon Company. Originally released for the Nintendo
GameCube in 2005, this title serves as a sequel to the earlier game, Pokémon Colosseum. Set in the
Orre region, Pokémon XD introduces players to a gripping storyline that involves the capture of
shadow Pokémon and the use of unique gameplay mechanics that distinguish it from the rest of the
Pokémon franchise. In this article, we will explore the game's storyline, gameplay features, Pokémon
available, and its impact on the Pokémon series.



Storyline and Setting

The narrative of Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness revolves around a young Pokémon Trainer named
Michael, who embarks on a mission to thwart the sinister plans of the evil organization, Cipher.
Cipher seeks to take over the Orre region by capturing and using shadow Pokémon—Pokémon that
have been corrupted by darkness and made more powerful but are unable to be fully controlled.

The Orre Region

The Orre region is a unique setting characterized by its arid landscapes and urban areas. Unlike
many other Pokémon games, the Orre region lacks traditional Pokémon Gyms and instead focuses on
battles in various colosseums and battle facilities. Players explore various towns and areas, such as:

- Phenac City: A beautiful city known for its water features and vibrant atmosphere.

- Agate Village: A peaceful village inhabited by Pokémon lovers and home to several friendly
characters.

- The Under: A hidden city located beneath the surface, known for its darker dealings and secretive
nature.

Gameplay Mechanics

Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness introduces several gameplay elements that set it apart from
traditional Pokémon games. Here are some key features:

Shadow Pokémon

One of the standout features of Pokémon XD is the introduction of shadow Pokémon. These Pokémon
have been artificially altered by Cipher, making them more powerful but preventing them from
evolving or learning traditional moves. Players can purify these shadow Pokémon through battles
and special rituals.

- Purification Process: To purify shadow Pokémon, players must:
1. Battle with them to gain experience.

2. Use specific locations known as "Purification Chambers."
3. Perform a purification ritual once the Pokémon has enough experience.

Battle Mechanics

The battle system in Pokémon XD retains the traditional turn-based mechanics found in other
Pokémon games, but with several enhancements:

- Double Battles: Players often engage in double battles, allowing for more strategic gameplay



involving two Pokémon on each side.

- Colosseum Battles: Players can challenge various colosseums throughout the Orre region, each
featuring unique battle formats and rules.

- Battle Modes: There are various battle modes, including the ability to challenge NPC trainers and
other players through the GameCube’s connectivity features.

Pokémon Available in Pokémon XD

Pokémon XD features a diverse roster of Pokémon, including both returning favorites and new
additions. The game includes:

- Starter Pokémon: Players can choose from three starter Pokémon at the beginning of the game:
- Treecko (Grass type)

- Torchic (Fire type)

- Mudkip (Water type)

- Shadow Pokémon: A significant aspect of gameplay involves capturing shadow Pokémon, with a
total of 83 shadow Pokémon available for capture, including:

- Shadow Lugia: A unique and powerful shadow Pokémon central to the game's plot.

- Shadow Tyranitar

- Shadow Gardevoir

- Other Pokémon: The game features many Pokémon from previous generations, allowing players to
build diverse teams.

Graphics and Soundtrack

Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness showcases impressive graphics for its time, with 3D environments
and character models that bring the Orre region to life. The game employs a cel-shaded art style
that adds to its visual charm. The soundtrack is also noteworthy, featuring a variety of catchy tunes
that enhance the gaming experience. The combination of engaging visuals and music contributes to
the overall immersive atmosphere.

Impact on the Pokémon Franchise

Upon its release, Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness received positive reviews from critics and fans
alike. Its unique features and engaging storyline contributed to its status as one of the more beloved
titles in the Pokémon series. The introduction of shadow Pokémon and the purification mechanic
influenced future Pokémon games, as elements of these features were incorporated into later titles,
including Pokémon GO and Pokémon Sword and Shield.



Legacy and Reception

- Critical Acclaim: The game holds a favorable rating on various gaming review sites, praised for its
engaging story and innovative mechanics.

- Fan Following: Pokémon XD has developed a dedicated fanbase, with many players fondly
reminiscing about their adventures in the Orre region.

Conclusion

In summary, Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness stands out as a remarkable entry in the Pokémon
franchise, offering players a unique blend of captivating storytelling, innovative gameplay
mechanics, and a rich world to explore. Its introduction of shadow Pokémon and the purification
process have left a lasting impact on the series, influencing future games and captivating players
across generations. Whether you are a nostalgic fan or a newcomer to the franchise, Pokémon XD
promises an unforgettable adventure filled with challenges, battles, and the joy of discovering and
purifying Pokémon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main storyline of Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness?

The main storyline follows the player character, a young trainer named Michael, who aims to rescue
Shadow Pokémon that have been corrupted by the villainous organization known as Cipher and
ultimately confront their powerful leader.

How does Pokémon XD differ from Pokémon Colosseum?

While both games feature a similar style and gameplay mechanics, Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness
introduces new features such as the ability to purify Shadow Pokémon more efficiently, a larger
variety of Pokémon, and an expanded storyline that builds on the events of Pokémon Colosseum.

What are Shadow Pokémon in Pokémon XD?

Shadow Pokémon are corrupted Pokémon that have been altered by Cipher to remove their
emotions. They can only use shadow moves and must be purified to regain their original forms and
abilities.

Can players catch regular Pokémon in Pokémon XD?

Yes, in addition to capturing Shadow Pokémon, players can also catch regular Pokémon through
traditional means, including fishing, surfing, and encountering them in the wild.

What is the significance of the Orre region in Pokémon XD?

The Orre region is the setting of Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness and is characterized by its arid
landscapes and urban areas. It serves as a backdrop for the game's events, including battles and the



fight against Cipher.

Are there any multiplayer features in Pokémon XD?

Yes, Pokémon XD: Gale of Darkness includes a multiplayer feature where players can battle each
other using their Pokémon teams. However, it lacks extensive online capabilities, focusing more on
local connectivity.

What role do the Purification Chambers play in Pokémon XD?

Purification Chambers are special facilities where players can purify Shadow Pokémon. By placing
Shadow Pokémon in these chambers and using various methods, players can restore them to their
original forms.
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