Poems And Skits For Black History Month

A PLACE IN THE COUNTRY
BY TOI DERRICOTTE

We like the houses here.

We circle the lake turning

into dark cleavages, dense-packed gleamings.
We could live here, we say.

We're smiling, but thinking

of the houses at the last resort:

The real estate agent looked surprised
when she saw Bruce’s face; then flipped
quickly through the glossy pictures—
I'm sure you won't like this one;

| can tell it’s not your kind.

Our house in Essex Fells

took a year to sell and sold

to a black family. A friend explained,
once a house is owned

by black people, they're the only ones
they'll show it to. Do we want to live
some place with a view

overlooking the politics?

When we pass

an exit named “Negroe Mountain,”
Bruce smiles and jerks the wheel

as if we almost missed our turn.

Why must everything we want

come by stealth? Why is every road

in this bright country furnished

with its history of hatred? Yet

we keep smiling, driven

by a desire beyond the logic

of if we can afford it,

and whether we would love

or hate it if we did buy.
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PoeMs AND SkITS FOR BLACK HiISTORY MONTH

BLAck HisTorY MONTH, CELEBRATED EVERY FEBRUARY IN THE UNITED STATES, SERVES AS A TIME TO HONOR THE SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY. |T IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EDUCATION, REFLECTION, AND
CELEBRATION OF THE RICH HERITAGE THAT SHAPES THE NATION'S CULTURE. ONE EFFECTIVE WAY TO ENGAGE AUDIENCES AND
PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING DURING THIS MONTH IS THROUGH THE USE OF POEMS AND SKITS. THESE ARTISTIC EXPRESSIONS CAN



CAPTIVATE, INSPIRE, AND EDUCATE, MAKING THEM POWERFUL TOOLS FOR STORYTELLING AND CULTURAL APPRECIATION. THis
ARTICLE EXPLORES VARIOUS POEMS AND SKITS THAT CAN BE UTILIZED DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH/ THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, AND
HOW THEY CAN BE EFFECTIVELY PERFORMED AND SHARED.

IMPORTANCE OF POETRY IN BLACK HiISTORY MONTH

POETRY HAS LONG BEEN A VITAL PART OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE. |T ALLOWS FOR THE EXPRESSION OF PROFOUND
EMOTIONS, SOCIAL COMMENTARY, AND HISTORICAL NARRATIVES. HERE ARE SOME REASONS WHY POETRY IS IMPORTANT IN THE
CONTEXT OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH:

1. CULTURAL EXPRESSION: POETRY CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES, STRUGGLES, AND TRIUMPHS. T
REFLECTS THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND PERSONAL STORIES OF THOSE WHO FOUGHT AGAINST OPPRESSION AND INJUSTICE.

2. EbucATIONAL TooL: POEMS CAN SERVE AS A SPRINGBOARD FOR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT RACE, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.
THEY CAN HELP AUDIENCES, ESPECIALLY STUDENTS, TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF AFRICAN AMERICAN

HISTORY.

3. EMoTIoNAL CONNECTION: THE RHYTHM AND IMAGERY OF POETRY CAN EVOKE STRONG EMOTIONS, FOSTERING EMPATHY AND A
DEEPER CONNECTION TO THE EXPERIENCES OF OTHERS.

4. INSPIRATION AND EMPOWERMENT: MANY POEMS CELEBRATE RESILIENCE AND HOPE, INSPIRING INDIVIDUALS TO CONTINUE THE
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY AND JUSTICE.

NoTABLE POEMS FOR BLACK HiIsSTORY MONTH

SEVERAL POETS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE. HERE ARE SOME NOTABLE POEMS
THAT CAN BE HIGHLIGHTED DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH:

1. “STiLL | Rise” BY MAYA ANGELOU

MAYA ANGELOU’S POWERFUL POEM “STILL | RISE” SPEAKS TO THE INDOMITABLE SPIRIT OF BLACK WOMEN. |T ADDRESSES
THEMES OF STRENGTH, RESILIENCE, AND SELF-EMPOWERMENT IN THE FACE OF OPPRESSION. THE REPEATED REFRAIN, “| RISE,”
SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE ENDURING STRENGTH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

2. "THe NeGRO SPeAkS oF RIVERS” BY LANGSTON HUGHES

THIS POEM BY LANGSTON HUGHES IS A PROFOUND MEDITATION ON THE CONNECTION BETWEEN AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THEIR
ANCESTRAL RIVERS. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE DEEP HISTORICAL ROOTS AND THE RICH LEGACY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE.
HUGHES' USE OF IMAGERY AND RHYTHM MAKES THIS POEM A CLASSIC THAT RESONATES WITH MANY.

3. "PHENOMENAL WOMAN" BY MAYA ANGELOU

ANOTHER ICONIC POEM BY ANGELOU, “PHENOMENAL W/ OMAN,” CELEBRATES THE BEAUTY AND STRENGTH OF WOMEN. IT
CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF BEAUTY AND ASSERTS THE POWER OF SELF-CONFIDENCE AND INNER STRENGTH.



4. "We WEear THE Mask” BY PAuUL LAURENCE DUNBAR

DUNBAR’S POEM ADDRESSES THE THEME OF HIDING ONE’S TRUE SELF BEHIND A MASK, A METAPHOR FOR THE STRUGGLES FACED BY
AFRICAN AMERICANS IN A SOCIETY THAT OFTEN DEVALUES THEIR IDENTITY. THIS POEM CAN PROMPT DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
AUTHENTICITY AND THE SOCIETAL PRESSURES TO CONFORM.

5. "WHAT THE BLACK MAN W ANTS” BY FREDERICK DOUGLASS

IN THIS POWERFUL PIECE, DOUGLASS ARTICULATES THE DEMANDS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY. THe
POEM CAN SERVE AS A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT THAT HIGHLIGHTS THE LONG-STANDING FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.

INCORPORATING SKITS INTO BLACK HiISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS

SKIT PERFORMANCES OFFER AN ENGAGING WAY TO BRING STORIES TO LIFE. THEY CAN BE USED TO EDUCATE AUDIENCES ABOUT
HISTORICAL EVENTS, SIGNIFICANT FIGURES, AND CULTURAL PRACTICES. HERE ARE SOME IDEAS FOR SKITS THAT CAN BE
PERFORMED DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH:

1. HiIsTORICAL REENACTMENTS

REENACTING KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS CAN PROVIDE AUDIENCES WITH A VIVID UNDERSTANDING OF THE PAST. CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING IDEAS:

- THE MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT: A SKIT THAT PORTRAYS THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE BOYCOTT, HIGHLIGHTING THE
ROLES OF RosA PARkS AND MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

- THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: A DRAMATIC PORTRAYAL OF THE STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS OF THOSE WHO RISKED THEIR
LIVES TO ESCAPE SLAVERY.

- THE MARCH ON W ASHINGTON: A REENACTMENT OF THIS PIVOTAL EVENT, FEATURING DR. KING'S “| HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH.

2. BIOGRAPHICAL SkiTS

FOCUSING ON INFLUENTIAL FIGURES IN AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY CAN PROVIDE INSIGHT INTO THEIR LIVES AND CONTRIBUTIONS.
SOME SUGGESTIONS INCLUDE:

- HARRIET TUBMAN: A SKIT THAT HIGHLIGHTS HER BRAVERY AND LEADERSHIP AS A CONDUCTOR ON THE UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD.

- MALCOLM X: A PORTRAYAL OF HIS JOURNEY AND IMPACT ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.

- RosA PARKS: A DRAMATIZATION OF THE EVENTS LEADING TO HER PIVOTAL ACT OF DEFIANCE ON A SEGREGATED BUS.

3. CeLEBRATING CULTURAL TRADITIONS

SKIT PERFORMANCES CAN ALSO CELEBRATE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE AND TRADITIONS. CONSIDER THESE IDEAS:

- THe RoLE ofF MusIC IN AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY: A SKIT THAT EXPLORES THE EVOLUTION OF GENRES LIKE JAZZ, BLUES,
AND HIP-HOP, FEATURING MUSICAL PERFORMANCES.

- FAMILY AND COMMUNITY: A PORTRAYAL OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY GATHERINGS, STORYTELLING, AND COMMUNITY
SUPPORT IN AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE.



TiPs FOrR CREATING EFFECTIVE POEMS AND SKITS

\W/HEN CREATING POEMS AND SKITS FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

1. RESEARCH THOROUGHLY

ENSURE THAT THE CONTENT IS HISTORICALLY ACCURATE AND RESPECTFUL. UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT OF THE EVENTS OR
INDIVIDUALS BEING PORTRAYED WILL ENHANCE THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PERFORMANCE.

2. ENGAGE THE AUDIENCE

INCORPORATE INTERACTIVE ELEMENTS, SUCH AS AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION OR DISCUSSIONS, TO FOSTER ENGAGEMENT AND
ENCOURAGE REFLECTION ON THE THEMES PRESENTED.

3. Use VisuaL Aibs

VISUAL ELEMENTS, SUCH AS COSTUMES, PROPS, AND MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS, CAN ENHANCE THE STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE
AND MAKE IT MORE IMPACTFUL.

4. PrACTICE DELIVERY

EFFECTIVE DELIVERY IS KEY. ENCOURAGE PERFORMERS TO REHEARSE THEIR LINES, PRACTICE THEIR MOVEMENTS, AND EMBODY THE
EMOTIONS OF THE CHARACTERS THEY ARE PORTRAYING.

5. CREATE A SAFE SPACE FOR DISCUSSION

AFTER PERFORMANCES, PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR AUDIENCES TO DISCUSS THEIR THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS. THIS CAN LEAD TO
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING AND CONNECTION TO THE MATERIAL PRESENTED.

CoNCLUSION

POEMS AND SKITS ARE POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH. THEY ALLOW FOR THE EXPLORATION OF
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES, CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, AND SOCIAL ISSUES, FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING AND EMPATHY AMONG
AUDIENCES. BY INCORPORATING POETRY AND THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES INTO BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS, WE
HONOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS AND INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO CONTINUE THE WORK TOW ARD
EQUALITY AND JUSTICE. THROUGH ARTISTIC EXPRESSION, WE CAN CREATE A MORE INCLUSIVE AND INFORMED SOCIETY, ENSURING
THAT THE STORIES OF THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE US ARE NEVER FORGOTTEN.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\W/HAT ARE SOME POPULAR THEMES IN POEMS WRITTEN FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH?

POPULAR THEMES INCLUDE RESILIENCE, EMPOWERMENT , CULTURAL HERITAGE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND THE CELEBRATION OF
NOTABLE FIGURES IN BLACK HISTORY.

How CAN SKITS BE USED TO EDUCATE ABOUT BLACK HISTORY DURING BLACK HISTORY
MoONTH?

SKITS CAN BRING HISTORICAL EVENTS AND FIGURES TO LIFE, MAKING THEM MORE RELATABLE AND ENGAGING FOR AUDIENCES,
WHILE ALSO FOSTERING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE IMPACT OF THESE EVENTS.

\W/HAT ARE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO INCORPORATE POETRY INTO BLACK HiISTORY MONTH
CELEBRATIONS?

EFFECTIVE WAYS INCLUDE POETRY READINGS, SPOKEN \WORD PERFORMANCES, CREATING ANTHOLOGIES OF BLack POETS, AND
ENCOURAGING COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO WRITE AND SHARE THEIR OWN POEMS.

\W/HO ARE SOME INFLUENTIAL BLACK POETS TO INCLUDE IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH
PROGRAMS?

INFLUENTIAL POETS INCLUDE MAYA ANGELOU, LANGSTON HUGHES, GWENDOLYN BroOKS, Nikkl GIOVANNI, AND AUDRE L ORDE,
AMONG OTHERS.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF USING SKITS TO PORTRAY HISTORICAL BLACK FIGURES?

USING SKITS TO PORTRAY HISTORICAL BLACK FIGURES HELPS TO HUMANIZE THEIR STORIES, MAKING THEIR STRUGGLES AND
ACHIEVEMENTS MORE ACCESSIBLE AND INSPIRING FOR MODERN AUDIENCES.

How CAN SCHOOLS INTEGRATE POETRY AND SKITS INTO THEIR BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CURRICULUMP

SCHOOLS CAN INTEGRATE POETRY AND SKITS BY ORGANIZING PERFORMANCES, ENCOURAGING STUDENTS TO WRITE THEIR OWN
PIECES, AND HOSTING WORKSHOPS WITH LOCAL POETS AND PLAYWRIGHTS.

\WHAT ROLE DOES SPOKEN WORD PLAY IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS?

SPOKEN WORD SERVES AS A POWERFUL MEDIUM FOR EXPRESSING PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCES, ALLOWING ARTISTS
TO SHARE THEIR VOICES AND STORIES IN A DYNAMIC AND IMPACTFUL WAY.

CAN YOU RECOMMEND SOME CONTEMPORARY POETS WHO FOCUS ON BLACK HISTORY
AND IDENTITY?

CONTEMPORARY POETS TO CONSIDER INCLUDE CLAUDIA RANKINEIJERICHO BRO\X/N, AND DANEZ SMITHI WHO EXPLORE THEMES OF
RACE, IDENTITY, AND HISTORY IN THEIR \WORK.

\WHAT ARE SOME CREATIVE PROMPTS FOR WRITING POEMS RELATED TO BLACK HISTORY
MoONTH?

CREATIVE PROMPTS CAN INCLUDE WRITING FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF A HISTORICAL FIGURE, EXPLORING A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN
BLack HISTORY, OR EXPRESSING PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON IDENTITY AND CULTURE.
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Explore inspiring poems and skits for Black History Month! Celebrate culture and history with
creative ideas. Learn more to enrich your celebrations today!

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

