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Plot summary of The Marriage of Anansewa delves into the intricate narrative
woven by Ghanaian playwright Efua Sutherland. This captivating play, rich in
cultural context, humor, and social commentary, centers around the themes of
marriage, familial responsibility, and the cleverness often attributed to
African folklore. In this article, we will explore the plot, key characters,
and underlying themes that make "The Marriage of Anansewa" a significant work
in African literature.

Overview of the Play

"The Marriage of Anansewa" is a compelling story that captures the essence of
traditional Ghanaian society while addressing contemporary issues. The play
follows the life of Anansewa, the daughter of Ananse, a clever spider figure
in Ghanaian folklore. As the narrative unfolds, we see Anansewa navigating
the complexities of love, duty, and the expectations placed upon her by her
father and society.

Plot Summary

The plot centers around Anansewa, who is caught between her father's
ambitions and her own desires. The story begins with Ananse, a cunning and
resourceful man, who seeks to marry off his daughter to a wealthy suitor to
secure her future and elevate his own status. Anansewa, however, is not
merely a pawn in her father's game; she possesses wit and intelligence, which
she uses to influence the course of events.



Act 1: The Setup

1. Introduction of Characters: The play opens with Ananse, who is portrayed
as a typical father figure with aspirations for his daughter. Anansewa is
introduced as a beautiful and intelligent young woman with her own dreams and
ambitions.

2. Ananse's Ambitious Plan: Ananse concocts a scheme to attract wealthy
suitors by claiming that Anansewa is a prize to be won. He believes that by
marrying her off to a rich man, he will gain respect and wealth.

3. The Call to Action: Ananse begins to spread rumors about Anansewa's beauty
and desirability, which attracts the attention of several suitors, each
representing different aspects of society-wealth, power, and status.

Act 2: The Conflict

1. Suitors Arrive: A variety of suitors arrive to win Anansewa's hand in
marriage, each displaying their wealth and status. However, Anansewa is
unimpressed by their superficial displays and longs for a genuine connection.

2. Ananse's Manipulation: As the suitors vie for Anansewa's affection, Ananse
continues to manipulate the situation for his gain, often disregarding his
daughter's feelings and desires.

3. Anansewa's Dilemma: Caught between her father’s ambitions and her own
wishes, Anansewa faces a moral and emotional dilemma. She is torn between
fulfilling her father's expectations and pursuing her own happiness.

Act 3: The Climax

1. The Clever Scheme: Anansewa devises a clever plan to regain control over
her fate. She decides to play along with her father’s scheme while subtly
steering the conversations and interactions with her suitors.

2. Revealing True Intentions: During a series of comedic and dramatic
encounters, Anansewa reveals the true intentions of her potential suitors,
exposing their greed and superficiality.

3. Ananse's Realization: As the play progresses, Ananse begins to realize
that his plans may not align with what is best for his daughter. This leads
to a confrontation between father and daughter, highlighting the generational
conflict and differing values.



Act 4: The Resolution

1. Ananse's Change of Heart: By the end of the play, Ananse undergoes a
transformation. He learns to respect Anansewa’s autonomy and acknowledges
that true wealth is not just material but also lies in happiness and personal
fulfillment.

2. Empowerment of Anansewa: Anansewa's strength and intelligence shine
through as she asserts her right to choose her own path. This empowerment
serves as a critical message about the importance of individual agency in the
face of societal expectations.

3. Conclusion: The play concludes with a sense of balance restored. Ananse

accepts that his daughter deserves to marry for love rather than financial
gain, and Anansewa is left with the freedom to make her own choices.

Key Themes in "The Marriage of Anansewa"

Understanding the plot summary of "The Marriage of Anansewa" is enhanced by
recognizing its key themes:

Gender Roles and Empowerment: The play challenges traditional gender
roles by showcasing Anansewa's intelligence and agency, highlighting the
importance of female empowerment.

e Family Dynamics: It explores the complexities of father-daughter
relationships, particularly the tension between parental expectations
and individual desires.

e Social Commentary: The play criticizes materialism and the societal
pressure to conform to expectations of wealth and status, promoting a
message that true happiness comes from love and personal fulfillment.

* Folklore and Cultural Identity: Through its incorporation of Ghanaian
folklore, the play emphasizes the significance of cultural heritage and
storytelling in shaping identity.

Conclusion

The plot summary of "The Marriage of Anansewa" offers a glimpse into a rich
narrative filled with humor, cultural significance, and poignant social
commentary. Efua Sutherland's work remains an essential part of African
literature, resonating with audiences by addressing timeless themes of love,



family, and the quest for personal identity in a rapidly changing world.
Through the clever characterization of Anansewa and her father, Sutherland
not only entertains but also educates, making this play a valuable
exploration of the intersection between tradition and modernity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Marriage of
Anansewa'?

The central theme of 'The Marriage of Anansewa' revolves around the
complexities of love, marriage, and the cultural expectations surrounding
them, particularly in the context of African society.

Who are the main characters in 'The Marriage of
Anansewa'?

The main characters include Anansewa, the daughter of Ananse, and several
suitors who vie for her hand in marriage, reflecting various aspects of
society and personal ambition.

How does Anansewa's father influence the plot of the
story?

Anansewa's father, Ananse, plays a pivotal role as he orchestrates the
marriage arrangements, using his cunning nature to navigate the suitors'
desires and societal expectations, ultimately impacting the direction of the
plot.

What role does humor play in 'The Marriage of
Anansewa'?

Humor is a significant element in 'The Marriage of Anansewa', as it
highlights the absurdities of the characters' actions and societal norms,
making the narrative both entertaining and thought-provoking.

How does 'The Marriage of Anansewa' reflect
traditional African values?

The play reflects traditional African values through its exploration of
community, family ties, and the importance of marriage, showcasing how these
elements influence the characters' decisions and interactions.

What is the significance of the title 'The Marriage



of Anansewa'?

The title 'The Marriage of Anansewa' signifies not only the literal marriage
of the character Anansewa but also symbolizes the broader themes of
negotiation, sacrifice, and the interplay between individual desires and
collective expectations in society.
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