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The Political Science major at the University of California, Davis (UC Davis) is an intellectually
stimulating program designed to equip students with a comprehensive understanding of political
systems, behavior, and theory. This interdisciplinary field of study delves into various aspects of
politics, including international relations, comparative politics, political theory, and public policy. As
one of the most prominent universities in the University of California system, UC Davis offers a
robust political science program that prepares students for diverse career paths in government, non-
profit organizations, academia, and the private sector.

Overview of the Political Science Major

The Political Science major at UC Davis provides students with a well-rounded education in the
fundamental principles of political science while allowing them to specialize in areas of interest. The
program emphasizes critical thinking, analytical skills, and a deep understanding of political
dynamics at both domestic and international levels.

Curriculum Structure

The curriculum for the Political Science major includes a blend of core courses, elective courses, and
opportunities for independent study. Here is a breakdown of the major's structure:

1. Core Courses:



- Introduction to Political Science

- American Government and Politics
- Comparative Politics

- International Relations

- Political Theory

2. Electives:

Students can choose from a variety of electives that focus on specific interests, such as:
- Environmental Politics

- Political Economy

- Human Rights

- Public Policy Analysis

- Global Security

3. Capstone Project:
Many students are required to complete a capstone project or thesis, which involves in-depth
research on a political topic of their choice.

4. Independent Study Opportunities:
Students are encouraged to pursue independent research projects, which can provide valuable
experience and enhance their resumes.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the program, students should be able to:

- Analyze political systems and behaviors through various theoretical lenses.

- Conduct independent research and present findings effectively.

- Critically evaluate public policies and their implications.

- Communicate political ideas clearly and persuasively, both in writing and verbally.

- Understand the global political landscape and the interconnectedness of various political entities.

Faculty and Resources

UC Davis boasts a diverse and accomplished faculty within the Political Science department. These
faculty members bring a wealth of expertise from various sub-disciplines, ensuring that students
receive comprehensive instruction and mentorship. Faculty members are engaged in ongoing
research, and many have published extensively in their fields, providing students with insights into
the latest developments in political science.

Research Opportunities

Students at UC Davis have access to numerous research opportunities, allowing them to engage with
faculty and contribute to meaningful projects. Some prominent research centers and initiatives
associated with the Political Science department include:



- The Center for Regional Change
- The UC Davis Institute for Social Sciences
- The Global Affairs program

These centers focus on a variety of issues, from regional development to international cooperation,
providing students with a platform to apply their knowledge and skills.

Extracurricular Activities and Engagement

In addition to coursework, UC Davis encourages Political Science students to participate in
extracurricular activities that enrich their educational experience. These activities can help students
develop valuable skills, network with professionals, and enhance their resumes.

Student Organizations

Several student organizations cater to students interested in political science, including:

- The Political Science Club: This organization promotes engagement with political issues through
discussions, guest speakers, and events.

- Model United Nations (MUN): Students can join MUN to simulate UN proceedings, gaining
experience in diplomacy and international relations.

- College Democrats and College Republicans: These organizations provide platforms for students to
engage in political activism and advocacy.

Internships and Job Placement

Internships are a key component of the Political Science major at UC Davis. The university has
strong connections with government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private sector firms,
allowing students to gain practical experience in their chosen field.

Some popular internship opportunities include:
- Internships with local, state, and federal government offices
- Positions with non-profit organizations focused on advocacy and policy

- Research assistant roles in academic settings

The Political Science department also offers career services and guidance to help students navigate
job placement after graduation.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the Political Science program at UC Davis are well-equipped to pursue a wide range of
career paths. The skills developed during their studies, such as critical thinking, research, and



communication, are highly valued in numerous sectors.

Common Career Paths

1. Public Policy Analyst: Analyze and develop policies for government agencies or think tanks.

2. Political Consultant: Advise political candidates or organizations on strategy, messaging, and
campaign management.

3. Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer: Work for the U.S. government in international relations and
diplomacy.

4. Non-Profit Manager: Oversee operations and advocacy efforts in non-profit organizations.

5. Lawyer: Many Political Science graduates go on to law school and pursue careers in legal
practice.

Conclusion

The Political Science major at UC Davis offers a diverse and comprehensive education that prepares
students for a variety of career paths in politics, public service, and beyond. With a strong
curriculum, access to research opportunities, and a supportive faculty, students are empowered to
explore their interests and make meaningful contributions to society. Whether aspiring to work in
government, advocacy, or academia, Political Science majors at UC Davis are well-prepared to
succeed in their future endeavors. The program's emphasis on critical thinking and analytical skills
will serve graduates well in an increasingly complex political landscape, making them valuable
assets in any field they choose to pursue.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Political Science
major at UC Davis?

The core courses for a Political Science major at UC Davis typically include Introduction to Political
Science, Research Methods, and courses covering American Government, Comparative Politics, and
International Relations.

What career opportunities are available for graduates with a
Political Science degree from UC Davis?

Graduates with a Political Science degree from UC Davis can pursue careers in public policy, law,
international relations, non-profit organizations, government agencies, political consulting, and
academia.

Does UC Davis offer any special programs or concentrations



within the Political Science major?

Yes, UC Davis offers various concentrations within the Political Science major, such as American
Politics, International Relations, Comparative Politics, and Political Theory, allowing students to
tailor their studies to their interests.

Are there any internship opportunities available for Political
Science students at UC Davis?

Yes, UC Davis encourages Political Science students to participate in internships, and the university
provides resources and connections to various internships in government, NGOs, and political
organizations.

What extracurricular activities related to Political Science can
students engage in at UC Davis?

Students at UC Davis can join various political clubs, participate in Model United Nations, engage in
debate teams, and attend guest lectures and workshops hosted by the Political Science department.
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