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the executive branches powers

1. the powers of the president that are not (literally) in the constitution.
2. the president can send ___ into conflict if he sees the need to.

3. requires the president to get authorization within 60 days cemmits the
troops unless he has to bring the troops back.

4. the president had developed the power to ___ executive agreements.
5. agreements that look like treaties but are not farmally treaties,
&, the president appoints department heads for the .

7. the president can issue executive _ which have the binding force of a
laws.

B. executive orders can be _
Suprerme court decision,

_ by actual congressional law making or by a

2. is selected by the president to serve as second in command

10. the vice president can takes the place of the president if the president
dies or is __.

11. the vice president is the president of the

T2, The Cabinet 15 an advisory body made up of the heads of the
executive departments.

13. Yice President, Speaker of the House, and Senate President pro tempaore,

the line of succetsion continues with the Cabinet offices in the order in
which the departments were created.

14, Department of Defense and the Envirenmental Protection Agency, the
Social Security Administration and the Securities and Exchange Commission.

15, supreme court justices can not be fired by the .
16, congress can pass laws that have beed vetoed by ___ it.
17. the ___ can impeach a president

18. the can rule presidential actions unconstibutional

A, line of succession
B. orders

£, overturned

D. independent federal agencies
E. war powers resolution

F. negotiate

G. vice president

H. supremse court

I, everriding

J. informal powers

K. Senate

L. president

M. impeached

M. 15

0. congress
P. cabinet
0. executive agreements

R. troops

Powers of Congress Worksheet Answers are essential tools
educators alike, aimed at understanding the complexities
branch of the United States government. The worksheet typically covers the
various powers bestowed upon Congress by the U.S. Constitution, including
their implications, limitations, and the overall impact on governance. This
article delves into the powers of Congress, how they can be categorized, and
the significance of these powers in the broader context of American

democracy.

for students and
of the legislative

Understanding the Legislative Branch

The legislative branch of the United States government, primarily composed of



the House of Representatives and the Senate, is responsible for making laws.
The powers of Congress are outlined in Article I of the U.S. Constitution,
which establishes the framework for federal governance. Understanding these
powers is crucial for students, as they form the backbone of American
political structure and function.

The Structure of Congress

Before diving into the specific powers, it is important to understand the
structure of Congress:

1. House of Representatives:

- Composed of 435 members

- Members serve two-year terms

- Representation is based on population

2. Senate:

- Composed of 100 members (two from each state)
- Senators serve six-year terms

- Provides equal representation for each state

This bicameral system was established to ensure a balance between populous
states and smaller states, reflecting a compromise during the founding of the
nation.

Enumerated Powers of Congress

The Constitution grants Congress a variety of enumerated powers, which are
explicitly stated in the document. Understanding these powers is crucial for
answering worksheets and comprehending the role of Congress in federal
governance.

1. Legislative Powers

The primary function of Congress is to legislate, which includes:

- Making Laws: Congress has the authority to create laws that govern the
country, covering a wide range of topics including commerce, taxation, and
national defense.

- Budgeting and Appropriations: Congress is responsible for federal
budgeting, including the allocation of funds for various government programs
and initiatives.

- Regulating Commerce: The Constitution gives Congress the power to regulate
interstate and international commerce, ensuring a stable economic
environment.



2. Financial Powers

Congress holds significant financial authority, which includes:

- Taxation: The power to levy taxes is a critical tool for revenue
generation.

- Borrowing Money: Congress can borrow money on the credit of the United
States, enabling funding for government operations and initiatives.

- Coining Money: The power to produce currency and regulate its value helps
maintain economic stability.

3. Foreign Affairs Powers

Congress also plays a vital role in foreign relations, including:

- Declaring War: Only Congress has the authority to declare war, although the
President can engage in military actions.

- Ratifying Treaties: The Senate must approve treaties negotiated by the
President, ensuring a check on executive power.

4. Impeachment Powers

Congress has the authority to impeach federal officials, which includes:

- House of Representatives: The House has the sole power to impeach,
requiring a simple majority vote.

- Senate: The Senate conducts trials for impeached officials, requiring a
two-thirds majority for conviction.

Implied Powers of Congress

Beyond the enumerated powers, Congress also possesses implied powers derived
from the Necessary and Proper Clause, often referred to as the Elastic
Clause. This allows Congress to enact laws that are necessary to implement
its enumerated powers effectively.

Examples of Implied Powers

- Creating a National Bank: Congress established the Bank of the United
States to facilitate fiscal operations, although the Constitution does not
explicitly grant this power.

- Regulating Immigration: Laws governing immigration and naturalization can



be seen as an implied power, allowing Congress to manage population
movements.

Significance of Implied Powers

Implied powers are crucial for the adaptability of Congress, allowing it to
respond to the changing needs of society and governance without needing a
constitutional amendment for every new issue that arises.

Limitations on Congressional Powers

While Congress possesses significant powers, there are limitations in place
to ensure a balance of power within the government:

1. Constitutional Limitations: Some actions are prohibited, such as passing
ex post facto laws or bills of attainder.

2. Judicial Review: The Supreme Court can review Congressional actions and
declare them unconstitutional if they overstep their authority.

3. Checks and Balances: The executive branch can veto legislation, while the
legislative branch can override a veto with a two-thirds majority in both
chambers.

The Impact of Congressional Powers on American
Society

The powers of Congress are not merely academic concepts; they have real-world
implications for American society. Understanding these powers helps citizens
appreciate the function of their government and the importance of civic
engagement.

1. Legislative Impact on Everyday Life

Congressional legislation affects various aspects of daily life, including:

- Healthcare: Laws such as the Affordable Care Act have transformed the
healthcare landscape.

- Education: Federal funding for education programs impacts schools and
universities across the nation.

- Civil Rights: Congress has passed significant legislation to protect civil
rights, shaping the social fabric of the country.



2. Encouraging Civic Participation

Understanding the powers of Congress encourages citizens to engage in the
political process through:

- Voting: Citizens can elect representatives who align with their values.

- Advocacy: Individuals can advocate for legislative changes that address
community needs.

- Education: Knowledge of Congressional powers fosters informed discussions
about policy issues.

Conclusion

In summary, Powers of Congress Worksheet Answers serve as a valuable resource
for understanding the legislative branch's role in American governance. By
exploring the enumerated and implied powers of Congress, as well as the
limitations imposed on this branch, students and citizens can gain a deeper
appreciation for the complexities of democracy. The power of Congress extends
beyond the halls of government; it shapes policies that directly impact
everyday life, encourages civic engagement, and fosters a society that values
informed participation in the democratic process. Understanding these powers
is not just an academic exercise; it is a crucial step in becoming an
informed and active member of society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main powers of Congress outlined in the
Constitution?

The main powers of Congress include the power to levy taxes, regulate
commerce, declare war, and make laws necessary for executing its enumerated
powers.

What is a common activity in a 'powers of Congress
worksheet'?

A common activity includes matching specific powers with their descriptions
or identifying which powers are exclusive to Congress versus those shared
with the states.

How does Congress check the powers of the executive
branch?

Congress checks the executive branch through powers such as overriding
vetoes, confirming appointments, and conducting impeachment proceedings.



What role does the Necessary and Proper Clause play
in Congressional powers?

The Necessary and Proper Clause allows Congress to pass laws necessary to
carry out its enumerated powers, expanding its authority to address new
issues.

How can students benefit from completing a 'powers
of Congress worksheet'?

Students can enhance their understanding of the legislative process, the
specific powers of Congress, and the importance of checks and balances in
government.

What is the significance of the Commerce Clause in
Congressional powers?

The Commerce Clause grants Congress the authority to regulate interstate
commerce, which has been interpreted broadly to cover a wide range of
economic activities.

What types of questions are typically found on a
'powers of Congress worksheet'?

Questions may include multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and
short answer formats focusing on the functions and powers of Congress.

How does the power of Congress to declare war impact
its relationship with the President?

The power to declare war emphasizes Congress's role in military decisions,
requiring cooperation with the President, who is the Commander-in-Chief.
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