Plessy V Ferguson Worksheet
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Breaking the Rules

o Listen to instructions

You may have heard the saying, "Some rules are meant to be
broken.” In 1890, a man named Homer Plessy broke the rules. The
state of Louisiana had passed the Separate Car Act, which required
railway companies to have "separate but equal® train cars for black
people and white people. A person who sat in the wrong car had to
pay a 525 fine or go to jail for 20 days.

You can probably guess that the cars for blacks weren't as nice as
the cars for whites. Not only that, it seemed unfair to make black
people sit separately. A group of citizens called the “Free People of
Color in New Orleans” formed a committee dedicated to repealing this
law. They convinced Homer Plessy, who was 7/8 white and 1/8 black,
to test the law by sitting in a whites-only train car. When Plessy was
asked to move, he refused and was arrested.

The Argument

o Listen to instructions

Plessy argued that Louisiana’s Separate Car Act violated the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, It says that states may not
“deny to any person within their jurisdiction the equal protection of
the laws.” He argued that requiring black people to sit separately from
white people implied that blacks were inferior to whites, and therefore
unegual.

Issue: Is it Constitutional to make black people sitin a separate
car from white people?

Decision: Yes, bacause the Constitution only protects legal

Plessy v Ferguson worksheet is an essential educational tool for students and educators exploring one



of the most significant Supreme Court cases in American history. This landmark decision, delivered in
1896, upheld the constitutionality of racial segregation under the "separate but equal" doctrine, shaping
the legal landscape of civil rights in the United States for decades to come. In this article, we will delve
into the details of the Plessy v Ferguson case, its implications, and how a worksheet can enhance

understanding and engagement with this pivotal moment in American history.

Understanding Plessy v Ferguson

The Background of the Case

To fully grasp the significance of the Plessy v Ferguson case, it is crucial to understand its historical
context. The case emerged in the aftermath of the Civil War and during the Reconstruction era, a time

when the United States was grappling with issues of race and equality.

1. The Jim Crow Laws: After the Reconstruction period, Southern states enacted laws that enforced
racial segregation. These laws, known as Jim Crow laws, mandated separation in public facilities,

schools, transportation, and more, institutionalizing racial discrimination.

2. The Incident: The case arose when Homer Plessy, a man of mixed race, deliberately violated
Louisiana's segregation law by sitting in a "whites-only" railway car. His arrest sparked a legal battle

that questioned the constitutionality of segregation laws.

The Supreme Court's Decision

The Supreme Court, in a 7-1 decision, ruled against Plessy. The majority opinion, authored by Justice
Henry Billings Brown, stated that the law did not violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth

Amendment. The Court held that as long as the separate facilities for the races were equal,



segregation did not constitute discrimination.

Significance of the Ruling

The "Separate But Equal" Doctrine

I”

The ruling established the “separate but equal” doctrine, which became the legal foundation for racial
segregation in the United States. This doctrine suggested that racial segregation was acceptable as

long as the separate facilities were purportedly equal.

1. Impact on Education: The decision provided a legal justification for segregated schools. Although
separate facilities were rarely equal in practice, the ruling allowed states to continue discriminatory

practices in education.

2. Wider Implications: The case set a precedent that legitimized segregation in various aspects of
public life, including transportation, public accommodations, and employment, entrenching systemic

racism in American society.

Challenges to Plessy v Ferguson

Despite its initial acceptance, the “separate but equal” doctrine faced numerous challenges over the
years. Notable cases and movements eventually led to the dismantling of legal segregation, most

notably:

- Brown v Board of Education (1954): This landmark Supreme Court case overturned the Plessy ruling,
declaring that racial segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. The Court concluded that

separate educational facilities were inherently unequal.



- Civil Rights Movement: Activists and organizations worked tirelessly to challenge segregation laws,
leading to significant legislative changes, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

Creating a Plessy v Ferguson Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can enhance students' understanding of the Plessy v Ferguson case and

its broader implications. Here are some key elements to include in a Plessy v Ferguson worksheet:

Key Components of the Worksheet

1. Case Summary: Provide a brief overview of the case, including the background, key figures, and the

Supreme Court's ruling.

2. Important Terms: List and define important terms related to the case, such as:
- Jim Crow Laws

- Racial Segregation

- Equal Protection Clause

- Separate but Equal Doctrine

3. Critical Thinking Questions: Pose questions that encourage students to think critically about the
case and its implications. Examples include:

I”

- What were the societal impacts of the “separate but equal” doctrine?
- How did Plessy v Ferguson lay the groundwork for future civil rights cases?

- What parallels can be drawn between Plessy v Ferguson and contemporary issues of racial equality?

4. Timeline of Events: Include a timeline of significant events leading up to and following the Plessy v

Ferguson case, helping students contextualize its impact on American history.



5. Discussion Prompts: Encourage group discussions by providing prompts such as:
- Discuss how the ruling affected different communities in the United States.
- Analyze how the Plessy case reflects the tensions between federal and state laws regarding civil

rights.

Utilizing the Worksheet in the Classroom

To maximize the effectiveness of a Plessy v Ferguson worksheet, educators can implement several

strategies:

1. Group Activities: Divide students into small groups to discuss the critical thinking questions and

present their findings to the class.

2. Role-Playing: Have students assume the roles of key figures in the case (e.g., Homer Plessy,

Justice Brown) and hold a mock trial to explore different perspectives.

3. Research Projects: Encourage students to research the historical context of the case and its

aftermath, culminating in presentations or essays.

4. Multimedia Resources: Incorporate videos, documentaries, or articles that provide additional insights

into the case and its implications, fostering a more comprehensive understanding.

Conclusion

In conclusion, a Plessy v Ferguson worksheet serves as a vital resource for exploring the complexities
of one of America's most significant Supreme Court decisions. By examining the case's background,
its far-reaching implications, and the eventual challenges to its ruling, students can gain a deeper
understanding of racial segregation and civil rights in the United States. Engaging with the material

through thoughtfully designed worksheets promotes critical thinking, discussion, and a more profound



appreciation for the ongoing struggle for equality and justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary issue at the heart of Plessy v. Ferguson?

The primary issue was whether racial segregation laws violated the Equal Protection Clause of the

Fourteenth Amendment.

What was the outcome of Plessy v. Ferguson?

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Ferguson, upholding the constitutionality of racial segregation

under the 'separate but equal' doctrine.

How did Plessy v. Ferguson impact civil rights in the United States?

It legitimized state laws that enforced racial segregation and remained a precedent until it was

overturned by Brown v. Board of Education in 1954.

What year was the Plessy v. Ferguson decision made?

The decision was made in 1896.

Who was Homer Plessy and what role did he play in the case?

Homer Plessy was a mixed-race man who challenged Louisiana's segregation laws by refusing to

leave a 'whites-only' railroad car, leading to his arrest.

What legal precedent did Plessy v. Ferguson establish?

It established the 'separate but equal' doctrine, which allowed for legal segregation as long as facilities

for both races were equal.



What was the dissenting opinion in Plessy v. Ferguson?

Justice John Marshall Harlan was the sole dissenter, arguing that the Constitution is color-blind and
that segregation was inherently unequal.
What is the significance of Plessy v. Ferguson in the context of

American history?

It is significant as a landmark decision that entrenched systemic racism and segregation, shaping race

relations and civil rights discussions for decades.
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Explore our comprehensive Plessy v Ferguson worksheet to enhance your understanding of this
landmark case. Learn more about its impact on civil rights today!

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

