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The Poetry Society of Virginia

Advancing the cause of Virginia’s Poetry since 1923.

Poetry Society of Virginia is an esteemed organization dedicated to promoting the art of poetry
throughout the Commonwealth. Founded in 1923, this society has played an instrumental role in
nurturing poets, fostering literary creativity, and enriching the cultural landscape of Virginia. With a
mission to encourage the writing and appreciation of poetry, the society serves as a vital resource for
both aspiring poets and established writers. In this article, we will explore the history, mission,
activities, and impact of the Poetry Society of Virginia, as well as how individuals can become

involved.

History of the Poetry Society of Virginia

The Poetry Society of Virginia was established in the early 20th century, a time when the literary arts
were beginning to experience a renaissance across the United States. The founders recognized the
need for a dedicated space for poets to gather, share their work, and promote poetry as a significant

form of artistic expression.

Founding and Early Years

1. Establishment: The society was formed in 1923 by a group of poets and literary enthusiasts who

sought to create an organization that would provide support and a platform for Virginia's poetic voices.

2. Initial Goals: The early goals of the society included:

- Promoting the reading and writing of poetry.



- Hosting events and workshops for poets.

- Supporting local poets in their development and exposure.
3. First Publications: One of the society's earliest initiatives was the publication of poetry anthologies,

which showcased the work of its members and highlighted the rich poetic tradition of Virginia.

Growth and Expansion

As the years progressed, the Poetry Society of Virginia expanded its reach and influence. In the 1950s
and 1960s, the society began to establish connections with other literary organizations across the

nation.
- National Recognition: The society gained national recognition for its commitment to fostering poetic
talent. It became affiliated with the National Federation of State Poetry Societies, which helped to

broaden its network and resources.

- Annual Contests: The introduction of annual poetry contests helped to attract new members and

encouraged poets to submit their work for evaluation by their peers.

Mission and Objectives

The mission of the Poetry Society of Virginia is to foster a love for poetry and to support poets at all

levels of experience. The organization focuses on several key objectives:

1. Encouragement of Poetic Expression: The society aims to encourage individuals to express

themselves through poetry, regardless of their background or experience level.

2. Educational Opportunities: Providing workshops, readings, and events that enhance the knowledge

and skills of poets.



3. Community Engagement: Engaging with the broader community to promote poetry and its

significance in culture and society.

4. Publication: Creating opportunities for poets to publish their work and gain visibility in the literary

world.

Activities of the Poetry Society of Virginia

The Poetry Society of Virginia is active in a variety of initiatives and events that serve its members and
the community at large. These activities are designed to promote poetry, provide learning

opportunities, and create connections among poets.

Workshops and Readings

- Writing Workshops: The society regularly hosts workshops where poets can hone their craft,
experiment with different styles, and receive feedback from peers and experienced instructors.
- Poetry Readings: Members are encouraged to participate in readings, both formal and informal,

allowing poets to share their work with an audience and receive constructive criticism.

Contests and Awards

- Annual Poetry Contest: The society conducts an annual contest that welcomes submissions from
poets across Virginia. Categories may include:

- Traditional forms.

- Free verse.

- Thematic poetry.



- Awards and Recognition: Winners of the contest receive prizes, including publication opportunities,

certificates, and the chance to read their poetry at society events.

Publications

The Poetry Society of Virginia is committed to the publication of poetry to provide visibility for its

members. Some of the society’s notable publications include:

- Anthologies: The society publishes anthologies that feature selected poems from contests and

submissions, celebrating the diversity of voices within Virginia.

- Newsletters: Regular newsletters keep members informed about upcoming events, contests, and

poetry-related news.

Community Outreach

The society believes in the power of poetry to transform communities. As such, they engage in various

outreach efforts, including:

- Collaborations with Local Schools: The society works with educators to incorporate poetry into school

curricula, encouraging students to explore their creative potential.

- Poetry in Public Spaces: Initiatives to display poetry in public venues, such as libraries and

community centers, help to make poetry more accessible to the general public.

Impact on Virginia's Literary Landscape



The Poetry Society of Virginia has significantly shaped the literary landscape of the Commonwealth. Its

contributions can be seen in several areas:

Support for Emerging Poets

The society has nurtured countless poets through its workshops, contests, and mentorship programs.
Many emerging poets have gone on to achieve recognition and success, attributing their development

to the society's resources and community.

Promotion of Literary Events

The society has played a crucial role in promoting poetry events throughout Virginia, creating a vibrant
literary culture. Events such as poetry slams, readings, and festivals have attracted audiences and

fostered a greater appreciation for poetry among the general public.

Legacy of Virginia Poets

The society has helped to preserve and celebrate the legacy of Virginia poets throughout history. By
highlighting the work of past and present poets, the organization ensures that the state's rich poetic

tradition continues to thrive.

How to Get Involved

If you are interested in poetry and would like to become involved with the Poetry Society of Virginia,

there are several ways to participate:



1. Membership: Joining the society offers numerous benefits, including access to workshops, contests,

and networking opportunities with other poets.

2. Participate in Events: Attend readings, workshops, and other events hosted by the society to

connect with fellow poets and expand your knowledge.

3. Submit Your Work: Take advantage of the society’s contests and publication opportunities to share

your poetry and gain recognition.

4. Volunteer: There are numerous volunteer opportunities available, from helping organize events to

participating in outreach programs.

5. Spread the Word: Share information about the society with friends, family, and fellow poets to help

promote poetry in your community.

Conclusion

The Poetry Society of Virginia stands as a beacon of inspiration for poets and poetry lovers alike.
Through its commitment to fostering literary talent, promoting community engagement, and preserving
the rich tradition of poetry in Virginia, the society has become an integral part of the state's cultural
fabric. Whether you are a seasoned poet or someone just beginning to explore the world of poetry, the
society offers a welcoming space for creativity, collaboration, and growth. Joining the Poetry Society of
Virginia not only connects you with a vibrant community of writers but also enriches your own poetic

journey, ensuring that the art of poetry continues to flourish in Virginia and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Poetry Society of Virginia?

The Poetry Society of Virginia is a literary organization dedicated to promoting poetry and the
appreciation of poetry in the state of Virginia. It hosts events, contests, and workshops for poets and

poetry enthusiasts.

How can | become a member of the Poetry Society of Virginia?

You can become a member of the Poetry Society of Virginia by visiting their official website and filling
out a membership application. Membership typically includes benefits like access to contests,
workshops, and newsletters.

Are there any upcoming poetry contests hosted by the Poetry Society
of Virginia?

Yes, the Poetry Society of Virginia regularly hosts poetry contests. To find the latest information on

upcoming contests, you should check their official website or social media pages.

Does the Poetry Society of Virginia organize events for local poets?

Yes, the Poetry Society of Virginia organizes various events such as readings, workshops, and open

mic nights that provide opportunities for local poets to showcase their work and connect with others.

What types of poetry are celebrated by the Poetry Society of Virginia?

The Poetry Society of Virginia celebrates all types of poetry, including traditional forms like sonnets
and haikus, as well as free verse and contemporary poetry, encouraging diversity in poetic expression.
Can | submit my poetry for publication through the Poetry Society of
Virginia?

Yes, the Poetry Society of Virginia often seeks submissions for their anthologies and publications.

Check their guidelines on the official website for specific submission details.



Does the Poetry Society of Virginia offer educational resources?

Yes, the Poetry Society of Virginia provides educational resources including workshops, writing

prompts, and access to experienced poets who can mentor aspiring writers.

How does the Poetry Society of Virginia support new poets?

The Poetry Society of Virginia supports new poets by offering workshops, feedback sessions, and
opportunities to participate in readings and contests, helping to build their confidence and skills.

Is there a way to connect with other poets through the Poetry Society
of Virginia?

Yes, the Poetry Society of Virginia encourages networking among poets through events, social media

groups, and community outreach programs, fostering connections and collaborations.

What is the history behind the Poetry Society of Virginia?

The Poetry Society of Virginia was founded in 1923 and has a rich history of promoting poetry and

supporting poets throughout Virginia, making significant contributions to the literary community.
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