Pokemon The First Movie Mewtwo Vs Mew

Pokemon: The First Movie - Mewtwo vs. Mew is a landmark film in the Pokémon franchise that not
only captured the hearts of fans around the world but also introduced complex themes of identity,
ethics, and the nature of existence. Released in Japan in 1998 and later in the United States in 1999,
this animated feature film is a pivotal moment in the Pokémon saga, showcasing the iconic battle
between two legendary Pokémon: Mewtwo and Mew. This article will delve into the film's storyline,

characters, themes, and its impact on the Pokémon franchise and culture at large.

Overview of the Film

Synopsis



The film begins with the origin story of Mewtwo, a genetically engineered Pokémon created from the
DNA of the mythical Pokémon Mew. As Mewtwo awakens in a laboratory, it grapples with its purpose
and the ethics of its creation. Feeling betrayed by humans who see it as a mere experiment, Mewtwo
escapes and begins its quest for self-identity and vengeance against those who would use Pokémon

for their own ends.

Plot Summary

The film can be broken down into several key acts:

1. Mewtwo's Awakening: Mewtwo is created by scientists who want to harness its power. After
realizing that it is a clone and not a true Pokémon, Mewtwo escapes, determined to prove its
superiority.

2. The Challenge: Mewtwo seeks to challenge powerful trainers, including Ash Ketchum, Misty, and
Brock, inviting them to his island for a Pokémon battle. It questions the ethics of Pokémon training and

ownership.

3. The Battle of Legends: The climactic battle showcases the powers of Mewtwo and Mew, with

themes of strength, evolution, and survival.

4. The Resolution: The film concludes with a powerful message about understanding and peace

between humans and Pokémon, emphasizing that true strength lies in compassion, not dominance.

Main Characters

Mewtwo

Mewtwo is the film's primary antagonist but also serves as a tragic figure. Created as a weapon, it

struggles with feelings of isolation and anger. Its journey is one of self-discovery and moral



questioning, which resonates deeply with viewers.
Mew

Mew represents the opposite of Mewtwo—an embodiment of benevolence and freedom. This ancient
Pokémon is playful yet powerful, serving as a foil to Mewtwo's darker nature. Mew’s role in the film is

crucial as it challenges Mewtwo’s preconceived notions of strength and purpose.
Ash Ketchum

As the protagonist of the Pokémon series, Ash embodies the spirit of adventure and friendship. His
determination to protect his friends and Pokémon showcases the film's central themes of bravery and

compassion.
Supporting Characters

- Misty: Ash's loyal companion, who provides emotional support and encouragement.

- Brock: Another member of Ash’s team, known for his nurturing personality and knowledge of
Pokémon.

- Team Rocket: Comprises Jesse, James, and Meowth, who provide comic relief while also adding

layers to the narrative.

Themes and Messages

Identity and Existence

One of the most profound themes in the film is the exploration of identity. Mewtwo's journey reflects
the struggle many individuals face in understanding their place in the world. Questions about the

nature of existence, especially concerning artificial life, are central to Mewtwo's character arc.



Ethics of Creation

The film raises ethical questions regarding genetic engineering and the manipulation of life. Mewtwo’s
creation by humans poses moral dilemmas about playing God and the responsibilities that come with
such power. This theme encourages viewers to reflect on the consequences of scientific
advancements.

Compassion and Understanding

The climax of the film emphasizes that true strength lies in compassion. Ash’s selfless act of protecting
Mewtwo and Mew during their battle serves as a turning point, highlighting the importance of empathy
over rivalry. The film ultimately advocates for harmony between humans and Pokémon.

The Power of Friendship

Friendship is a recurring theme throughout the Pokémon franchise and is particularly evident in this

film. The bonds between Ash, Misty, and Brock illustrate that support and teamwork can overcome

adversity, reinforcing the idea that together, individuals can achieve greater things.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Box Office Success

Upon its release, Pokemon: The First Movie became a commercial success, grossing over $163
million worldwide. It was one of the highest-grossing animated films at the time and solidified
Pokémon's status as a global phenomenon.

Merchandising and Spin-Offs

The film spawned a plethora of merchandise, including toys, trading cards, and video games. It also



led to several sequels and spin-off series, further expanding the Pokémon universe.
Influence on Future Films
The themes and storytelling approach of Mewtwo vs. Mew set a precedent for future Pokémon films.

Subsequent movies have continued to explore complex themes while maintaining the franchise's core

values of friendship and adventure.

Critical Reception

Positive Reviews

The film received generally positive reviews from critics and audiences alike. Many praised its
animation quality, emotional depth, and thought-provoking themes. The clash between Mewtwo and

Mew was particularly highlighted for its intensity and significance.
Criticism

Despite its success, some critics pointed out that the film’s pacing could be slow at times, especially
for younger audiences. Additionally, the moral lessons, while profound, were seen by some as overly

simplistic.

Conclusion

Pokemon: The First Movie - Mewtwo vs. Mew is more than just an animated film; it is a cultural
milestone that has left a lasting impact on fans and the broader entertainment landscape. Through its
engaging storyline, memorable characters, and profound themes, the film continues to resonate with

audiences even decades after its release. It serves as a reminder of the power of understanding,



compassion, and friendship in a world that often seems divided. As the Pokémon franchise continues

to evolve, the legacy of Mewtwo and Mew will undoubtedly remain a defining moment in its history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary conflict in 'Pokemon: The First Movie - Mewtwo
Strikes Back'?

The primary conflict revolves around Mewtwo, a genetically engineered Pokémon, struggling with its

identity and purpose, leading to a confrontation with Mew and the main characters.

How does Mewtwo's backstory impact its motivations in the movie?

Mewtwo's backstory as a clone created from Mew's DNA drives its desire for vengeance against

humans who it believes have wronged it, ultimately questioning the ethics of creation and existence.

What themes are explored in 'Pokemon: The First Movie'?

The movie explores themes of identity, the morality of genetic engineering, the nature of existence,

and the importance of compassion and understanding between beings.

What role does Ash play in the resolution of the conflict?

Ash plays a crucial role in resolving the conflict by demonstrating empathy and compassion towards

Mewtwo and the cloned Pokémon, ultimately leading Mewtwo to reconsider its beliefs and actions.
How does the movie portray the relationship between humans and

Pokémon?

The movie portrays a complex relationship where humans are seen both as creators and destroyers,

emphasizing the need for mutual respect and understanding between species.



What are some key differences between Mewtwo and Mew?

Mewtwo is a genetically engineered Pokémon designed for strength and power, while Mew is a
mythical Pokémon known for its playful nature and ability to learn any move, representing a balance

between power and innocence.

What is the significance of the final battle between Mewtwo and
Mew?

The final battle symbolizes the clash between the concept of artificial creation (Mewtwo) and natural
existence (Mew), highlighting the philosophical questions about the nature of life and the essence of

being.

How does the animation style contribute to the movie's impact?

The animation style, with its vivid colors and dynamic action sequences, enhances the emotional
weight of the story, making the battles and character emotions more compelling and engaging for the

audience.

What was the audience's reaction to the film upon its release?

Upon its release, 'Pokemon: The First Movie' garnered significant attention and box office success,
resonating with fans for its deeper themes and emotional storytelling, though it also faced criticism for

its darker tone.

How has 'Pokemon: The First Movie' influenced the Pokémon

franchise?

The movie set the stage for future Pokémon films, establishing a narrative depth that would be
explored in later installments, and solidifying the franchise's commitment to addressing complex

themes alongside its adventure elements.
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