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The Picture of
Dorian Gray

by Oscar Wilde

Picture of Dorian Gray full text refers to the complete unabridged version of
Oscar Wilde's renowned novel, which explores themes of vanity, moral
corruption, and the nature of beauty. First published in 1890, "The Picture
of Dorian Gray" remains a significant work in literature, raising questions
about aesthetics and ethics in society. This article delves into the novel's
key elements, themes, characters, and its lasting impact on literature and
culture.



Overview of the Novel

"The Picture of Dorian Gray" tells the story of a young man, Dorian Gray, who
becomes enamored with his own portrait painted by Basil Hallward, an artist.
Influenced by Lord Henry Wotton, a hedonistic aristocrat, Dorian wishes that
he could remain young and beautiful forever, while his portrait ages instead.
This fateful wish sets off a chain of events that leads to his moral decay
and eventual downfall.

Historical Context

Written in the late 19th century, "The Picture of Dorian Gray" emerged during
the Victorian era, a time characterized by strict social mores and a
burgeoning interest in aestheticism and hedonism. Wilde, known for his wit
and flamboyant personality, challenged the conventions of his time through
his works.

— Aesthetic Movement: Wilde was a prominent figure in the Aesthetic Movement,
which championed "art for art's sake." This movement emphasized beauty and
sensory experiences over moral or political themes in art.

— Victorian Morality: The novel critiques Victorian moral standards and the

hypocrisy surrounding issues of sexuality, morality, and the consequences of
living a life devoted solely to pleasure.

Major Themes

The novel encompasses several profound themes that resonate even today. Some
of the most significant include:

1. The Nature of Beauty

Beauty is a central theme in "The Picture of Dorian Gray." Dorian’s obsession
with his own attractiveness leads him to prioritize external appearances over
internal virtues.

— Superficiality: The novel illustrates how a focus on physical beauty can
lead to superficial relationships and a lack of genuine connection.

- Transience of Beauty: Wilde suggests that beauty is fleeting and
ultimately, it cannot be preserved without consequences.

2. Moral Corruption

Dorian’s wish to remain young and beautiful while his portrait bears the
consequences of his actions symbolizes the moral corruption that comes from a
life devoted to hedonism.

— Consequences of Indulgence: As Dorian indulges in a life of excess, his



portrait becomes increasingly grotesque, reflecting the degradation of his
soul.

— Duality of Human Nature: The novel explores the conflict between the public
persona and the private self, illustrating how individuals can lead double
lives.

3. Influence and Manipulation

The relationship between Dorian, Basil, and Lord Henry highlights the
dynamics of influence and manipulation.

- Lord Henry’s Role: Lord Henry serves as a catalyst for Dorian’s
transformation, encouraging him to abandon morality in favor of pleasure.

— Basil’s Concern: In contrast, Basil represents the voice of conscience,
expressing concern over Dorian’s choices and the impact of his hedonistic
lifestyle.

Key Characters

The characters in "The Picture of Dorian Gray" are intricately crafted, each
representing different facets of society and human nature.

Dorian Gray

Dorian is the protagonist whose journey from innocence to depravity serves as
a cautionary tale. His character embodies the conflict between beauty and
morality, and his tragic fate emphasizes the consequences of unchecked
desires.

Basil Hallward

Basil is the artist who paints Dorian’s portrait and becomes infatuated with
Dorian's beauty. He represents the moral compass of the story, urging Dorian
to reflect on his actions and the implications of his choices.

Lord Henry Wotton

Lord Henry is a charismatic and cynical aristocrat who introduces Dorian to a
life of hedonism. His philosophy of aestheticism and manipulation drives
Dorian further into moral decay, making him a pivotal figure in Dorian's
transformation.

Sybil Vane



Sybil is a young actress with whom Dorian falls in love. Her tragic fate
serves as a turning point in the novel, illustrating the themes of love,
loss, and the consequences of Dorian's selfishness.

Symbolism

Throughout the novel, Wilde employs various symbols that enhance its themes
and messages.

The Portrait

The portrait of Dorian Gray is the most significant symbol in the novel. It
represents:

- Dorian's Soul: As Dorian engages in increasingly immoral acts, the portrait
becomes a manifestation of his corrupted soul, contrasting sharply with his
outward appearance.

- The Burden of Sin: The portrait serves as a constant reminder of Dorian's
moral failings and the inevitable consequences of living a life devoid of
ethical standards.

The Yellow Book

The yellow book, a novel introduced by Lord Henry, symbolizes the influence
of art and literature on personal values and behavior. It represents the
seductive nature of hedonistic philosophies that can lead to moral
degradation.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, "The Picture of Dorian Gray" provoked mixed reactions.
Initially, it was met with criticism for its perceived immorality and
challenge to Victorian values. However, it has since been recognized as a
classic of English literature.

— Censorship: The novel faced censorship and controversy due to its themes of
aestheticism and homoeroticism. Wilde's own legal troubles further heightened
the scrutiny of his work.

— Influence on Literature and Art: Over the years, "The Picture of Dorian
Gray" has influenced countless authors, artists, and filmmakers. Its

exploration of beauty, morality, and the human condition continues to
resonate in contemporary discourse.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Picture of Dorian Gray" is a timeless narrative that



delves deep into the complexities of human nature and the consequences of a
life devoted to beauty and pleasure. Through its rich characters, profound
themes, and powerful symbolism, Oscar Wilde crafts a compelling tale that
encourages readers to reflect on the balance between aesthetic appreciation
and moral responsibility. The lasting impact of this novel on literature and
culture underscores its significance as a work that continues to provoke
thought and discussion in the modern world. Whether through its full text or
adaptations, "The Picture of Dorian Gray" remains a pivotal exploration of
the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the full text of 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray'?

The full text of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' by Oscar Wilde is available for
free on websites like Project Gutenberg, Internet Archive, and many other
online literary resources.

Is 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' in the public domain?

Yes, 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' was published in 1890 and is now in the
public domain, which allows anyone to access and share the full text without
restrictions.

What are some key themes explored in 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray'?

Key themes in 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' include hedonism, the nature of
beauty, the consequences of vanity, and the relationship between art and
morality.

Are there any notable adaptations of 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray'?

Yes, 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' has been adapted into various films, stage
plays, and even television series, including notable films in 1945 and 2004
that interpret Wilde's themes in different ways.

What makes 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' a significant
literary work?

The novel is significant for its exploration of aestheticism, moral
duplicity, and the pursuit of pleasure, making it a critical commentary on
Victorian society and its values.

Can I read 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' online?

Yes, you can read 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' online for free on various
platforms such as Project Gutenberg and Google Books, which host the full
text.
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