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Please Don't Eat the Daisies Doris Day is a phrase that evokes nostalgia,
humor, and a touch of whimsy, thanks to the iconic film starring the beloved
actress Doris Day. Released in 1960, "Please Don't Eat the Daisies" is a
delightful romantic comedy that captures the essence of family life, the
challenges of suburban living, and the often humorous dynamics of marriage.
In this article, we will explore the film's plot, its cultural impact, and
the lasting legacy of Doris Day, who remains an enduring symbol of charm and
talent in the entertainment industry.



The Plot of "Please Don't Eat the Daisies"

At the heart of "Please Don't Eat the Daisies" is the story of a young
couple, Larry and Kate McKay, played by David Niven and Doris Day,
respectively. The film is based on the book of the same name by Jean Kerr,
which was published in 1957. Here’s a closer look at the film’s plot:

Synopsis

The McKays are a New York City family whose lives take a turn when they
decide to move to a suburban home in New Jersey. As they adjust to their new
life, they encounter a variety of comedic situations, ranging from
neighborhood disputes to the challenges of raising their four sons. Doris
Day's character, Kate, is often at the center of the chaos, trying to
maintain order while dealing with her husband's antics and the eccentricities
of their new neighbors.

Thematic Elements

"Please Don't Eat the Daisies" explores several themes that resonate with
audiences, including:

e Family Dynamics: The film humorously portrays the trials and
tribulations of raising children, highlighting the balance between
parental responsibilities and personal desires.

e Suburban Life: It captures the essence of suburban living in the 1960s,
with a focus on the idealized American dream and the challenges that
accompany it.

e Marriage and Relationships: The McKays' relationship serves as a focal
point, exploring the complexities of love, compromise, and understanding
between partners.

Doris Day: A Timeless Icon

Doris Day's performance in "Please Don't Eat the Daisies" is one of the many
reasons why she is remembered as an icon of American cinema. Her unique
combination of talent, charm, and relatability made her a beloved figure
during her career and continues to endear her to audiences today.



Career Highlights

Doris Day'’'s illustrious career spanned several decades and included numerous
hit films and songs. Some of her most notable works include:

1. Calamity Jane (1953): A musical western that showcased her singing
abilities and comedic talent.

2. Pillow Talk (1959): A classic romantic comedy that paired her with Rock
Hudson, further establishing her as a box office draw.

3. The Man Who Knew Too Much (1956): A suspense thriller directed by Alfred
Hitchcock that demonstrated her versatility as an actress.

Legacy and Influence

Doris Day's impact on the film industry and popular culture is profound. Here
are a few ways in which her legacy endures:

e Music Career: Day’s singing career produced numerous hits, including
"Que Sera, Sera". Her music continues to be celebrated and covered by
artists around the world.

e Activism: Later in life, Day became a prominent animal rights activist,
founding the Doris Day Animal Foundation to support animal welfare
causes.

e Cultural Icon: Her films and songs remain popular, and her image is
often used to evoke the charm and innocence of mid-20th century America.

The Cultural Impact of "Please Don't Eat the
Daisies"

"Please Don't Eat the Daisies" has left a lasting mark on popular culture,

influencing subsequent generations of filmmakers and writers. Its blend of

humor, family dynamics, and the exploration of suburban life resonates even
today.



Influence on Film and Television

The film's comedic approach to family life paved the way for many sitcoms and
films that followed. Shows like "The Brady Bunch" and "Family Ties" drew
inspiration from the humorous yet relatable portrayal of family challenges.

Quotes and Memorable Moments

The film is filled with memorable quotes and scenes that have become part of
its charm. Some notable lines include:

- "You can't eat the daisies, but you can enjoy the view."
- "I thought I was going to be a writer, not a housewife."

These quotes capture the essence of the film's humor and its reflections on
life.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Please Don't Eat the Daisies Doris Day is more than just a
film; it is a cultural touchstone that reflects the complexities of family
life and the charm of its star, Doris Day. The movie’s blend of humor, heart,
and relatable themes continues to resonate with audiences today. As we
celebrate Doris Day's legacy, we remember her not only for her remarkable
talent but also for the joy and laughter she brought into our lives through
her performances. Whether you are revisiting this classic film or discovering
it for the first time, "Please Don't Eat the Daisies" remains a delightful
exploration of love, family, and the beauty of life’'s simple moments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Please Don't Eat the
Daisies'?

The main theme revolves around the challenges and humor of family life,
particularly the struggles of a couple trying to raise four children while
managing their careers.

Who stars alongside Doris Day in 'Please Don't Eat
the Daisies'?

David Niven stars alongside Doris Day in the film, portraying her husband in
a comedic exploration of their family dynamics.



What is the significance of the title 'Please Don't
Eat the Daisies'?

The title reflects the light-hearted and whimsical nature of the film,
symbolizing the innocence and simplicity of family life and nature.

When was 'Please Don't Eat the Daisies' released?
The film was released on March 24, 1960.

Is 'Please Don't Eat the Daisies' based on a book?

Yes, the film is based on the 1957 book of the same name by Jean Kerr, which
is a collection of humorous essays about family life.

What genre does 'Please Don't Eat the Daisies'
belong to?

The film is a romantic comedy that blends elements of family drama with
humor.

Did 'Please Don't Eat the Daisies' receive any
awards?

While it didn't win major awards, the film was well-received and contributed
to Doris Day's popularity as a leading actress in the 1960s.

What is the setting of 'Please Don't Eat the
Daisies'?

The film is set in a suburban neighborhood, highlighting the contrasts
between city and country living as the family navigates their new home.

How did audiences respond to 'Please Don't Eat the
Daisies' upon its release?

Audiences generally enjoyed the film for its charming performances and light-
hearted humor, making it a popular family film of its time.
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