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Pasted on the wall,

| could see them all.
Standing on the side,

| could feel all the tide.

Your sadness, your happiness.
Your madness, your worries.
Without doing anything,

| could feel and see your feelings.

How | wish, | am like you,

Can do whatever you want to do.
Mot just stay here,

Like a wallflower near to tear.

| can be happy, | can be sad.

| can be inlove, | can be mad.
Like you, | am a human being.
Have a heart, soul and feelings.

Wallflowers on the wall,
Does not deserve to fall.

All the wallflower on the wall,
Can walk up and tall.

| am not special

Nor | am ideal.

But you can count on me,
When you really need me.

You can lean on the wall.

| will never let you fall.
Wallflowers are good.
Wallflowers are always good.

Lendsy Salcedo

Poem in Perks of Being a Wallflower is an essential element in Stephen Chbosky's



coming-of-age novel, which explores the complexities of adolescence, friendship, and self-
discovery. This poignant work is not just a narrative but a tapestry of emotions woven
together through letters written by the protagonist, Charlie, to an anonymous friend. The
inclusion of poetry in the novel serves to deepen the emotional resonance of Charlie's
experiences, giving readers a glimpse into his inner world and the impact of the people
around him. In this article, we will explore the significance of poetry in "The Perks of Being
a Wallflower," how it reflects the themes of the novel, and why it resonates with readers.

The Role of Poetry in the Novel

Poetry in "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" plays a multifaceted role, enhancing the
narrative and providing insight into the protagonist's thoughts and feelings. Here are some
key aspects of how poetry shapes the story:

1. Expression of Emotions

Poetry allows Charlie to articulate his emotions in a way that prose cannot. The rawness of
his feelings often finds its best expression in verses, reflecting his struggles with mental
health, love, and the quest for identity. Through poetry, Charlie navigates the tumultuous
waters of his teenage experience, offering readers an intimate look at his vulnerabilities.

2. Connection to Music and Culture

The novel is filled with references to music and literature, creating a rich cultural backdrop
that resonates with readers. Charlie's appreciation for poetry often mirrors his love for
music, which serves as a soundtrack to his life. The poems he encounters and writes are
intertwined with the songs that play during pivotal moments, highlighting the connection
between different forms of art and their ability to capture human experience.

3. Catalyst for Reflection

Poetry encourages both Charlie and the readers to reflect on their lives and the world
around them. The verses provoke thought, prompting questions about friendship, love, and
loss. By interspersing poetry throughout the narrative, Chbosky invites readers to pause
and consider the weight of Charlie's experiences, making the journey more profound.

Key Poems and their Themes

Throughout "The Perks of Being a Wallflower," several poems stand out, each resonating
with specific themes central to the narrative. Below are some notable instances:



e “We accept the love we think we deserve” - This quote encapsulates the theme
of self-worth and the complexities of relationships. It challenges readers to consider
their perceptions of love and how these beliefs shape their interactions with others.

e “And in that moment, | swear we were infinite” - This line captures the fleeting
nature of youth and the euphoria of friendship. It serves as a reminder of the
moments that make life feel boundless and significant.

e “It’s strange to be so busy, but still feel so sad” - This poignant line highlights
the paradox of modern life, where external activities do not always reflect internal
fulfillment. It resonates with the feelings of many teenagers who struggle to balance
their social lives with their emotional states.

Thematic Analysis of Poetry in the Novel

The themes woven through the poetry in "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" reflect the
broader narrative arc of the novel. Here are some of the major themes explored through
Charlie's poetic encounters:

1. Identity and Self-Discovery

Charlie’s journey of self-discovery is a central theme, and poetry serves as a tool for
introspection. The verses he writes and reads help him navigate his feelings of isolation and
search for identity:

- Exploration of Self: Through poetry, Charlie examines his feelings of being a “wallflower”
and what it means to truly belong.
- Acceptance: The poems often reflect the journey toward accepting oneself, flaws and all.

2. Friendship and Connection

The bonds Charlie forms with his friends are crucial to his development throughout the
novel. Poetry illustrates the beauty and complexity of these relationships:

- Shared Experiences: Many poems encapsulate moments of joy and pain shared among
friends, emphasizing the importance of connection.

- Support Systems: The presence of supportive friends is highlighted through the verses,
showcasing how love and friendship can uplift even in the darkest times.

3. Love and Loss



Love, in its many forms, is a recurring theme in Charlie's letters and the poems he
encounters:

- First Love: Charlie’s exploration of romantic feelings is often articulated through poetic
expressions, revealing the intensity of young love.

- Grief: The impact of loss, both personal and collective, is poignantly expressed through
poetry, emphasizing the emotional weight that accompanies growing up.

Why Poetry Resonates with Readers

The inclusion of poetry in "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" resonates deeply with readers
for several reasons:

* Relatable Experiences: Many readers find themselves reflected in Charlie’s
experiences, making the emotions conveyed in the poetry feel personal and familiar.

 Emotional Depth: Poetry has a unique ability to convey complex emotions
succinctly, allowing readers to connect with Charlie's feelings on a deeper level.

e Artistic Expression: The blend of narrative and poetry showcases the beauty of
language, appealing to those who appreciate literary art.

Conclusion

The poem in "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" is more than just a literary device; it is
an integral part of Charlie's journey and the novel's emotional landscape. Through poetry,
Stephen Chbosky captures the essence of growing up, the struggles of self-identity, and the
importance of connection and love. The poems resonate with readers, inspiring them to
reflect on their own experiences and emotions. In a world where the teenage experience
can often feel isolating, the poetry woven throughout Charlie's story serves as a reminder
that we are not alone in our struggles and that art has the power to illuminate even the
darkest moments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the poem 'The Perks of
Being a Wallflower' in the novel?

The poem encapsulates the themes of isolation, self-discovery, and the importance of
connection, reflecting Charlie's internal struggles and his journey toward understanding
himself and his relationships.



How does the poem relate to the concept of being a
‘'wallflower'?

The poem illustrates the feelings of being an observer rather than a participant,
highlighting the beauty and pain of watching life unfold from the sidelines, which resonates
with Charlie's character as a wallflower.

What emotions does the poem evoke in Charlie?

The poem evokes a mix of melancholy, hope, and longing in Charlie, as it reflects his desire
for connection and his feelings of loneliness and alienation.

In what ways does the poem reflect the experiences of
adolescence?

The poem captures the confusion, vulnerability, and yearning for acceptance that often
accompany adolescence, serving as a mirror to Charlie's coming-of-age journey.

How does the structure of the poem enhance its
meaning?

The poem's structure, with its free verse style and emotional cadence, mirrors Charlie's
fragmented thoughts and feelings, emphasizing the complexity of his experiences.

What role does the poem play in Charlie's character
development?

The poem serves as a catalyst for Charlie's self-reflection and growth, allowing him to
articulate his feelings and confront his past traumas, ultimately leading to greater self-
awareness.

How does the poem connect to the theme of friendship
in the novel?

The poem highlights the importance of friendship and belonging, illustrating how
connections can provide solace and understanding, which are central to Charlie's
relationships with Sam and Patrick.

What literary devices are used in the poem and how do
they contribute to its impact?

The poem employs imagery, metaphor, and repetition, which enhance its emotional
resonance and allow readers to connect deeply with Charlie's feelings of isolation and
longing.

How does the poem reflect the overall message of 'The



Perks of Being a Wallflower'?

The poem embodies the novel's overarching message about the importance of embracing
one's feelings, the beauty of human connections, and the necessity of healing through love
and understanding.
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