
Planting A Rainbow By Lois Ehlert

Planting a Rainbow is a beautifully illustrated children's book by Lois Ehlert that
introduces young readers to the wonders of gardening through vibrant imagery and simple
text. This delightful picture book not only serves as an engaging introduction to the world of
plants but also encourages creativity and appreciation for nature. In this article, we will
delve into the themes, illustrations, educational value, and the overall impact of Ehlert's
work.

Overview of "Planting a Rainbow"

"Planting a Rainbow" is a charming narrative that follows the journey of a child and their
parent as they plant a garden filled with colorful flowers. The story captures the essence of
gardening, highlighting the joy of nurturing plants from seeds to vibrant blooms. With
Ehlert's signature cut-paper collage style, readers are treated to an explosion of color that
mirrors the beauty of a flourishing garden.

Author Background

Lois Ehlert is an acclaimed author and illustrator known for her innovative and visually
striking children's books. Born in 1934 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Ehlert's passion for art and
nature is evident in her work. She often draws inspiration from her surroundings, making



her books not just stories but also rich visual experiences. Ehlert has received several
awards for her contributions to children’s literature, and "Planting a Rainbow" remains one
of her most beloved titles.

Thematic Elements

The themes in "Planting a Rainbow" are multifaceted, offering layers of meaning for young
readers and their caregivers.

1. Nature and Growth

At its core, the book celebrates the beauty and diversity of nature. Ehlert vividly illustrates
the life cycle of plants, emphasizing how seeds grow into flowers. This theme introduces
children to the concepts of growth, patience, and the importance of caring for living things.

2. Color and Creativity

"Planting a Rainbow" is a visual feast, showcasing a spectrum of colors that correspond to
different flowers. The book encourages children to explore colors and fosters creativity in
how they perceive and interact with their environment. Ehlert’s use of cut-paper collage
techniques invites readers to appreciate the artistic possibilities within nature.

3. Family and Togetherness

The bond between the child and the parent in the story illustrates the importance of family
and shared experiences. Gardening becomes a metaphor for nurturing relationships, as
both the plants and the family members grow together. This theme resonates with readers,
reminding them of the joy found in working together toward a common goal.

Illustrative Techniques

One of the standout features of "Planting a Rainbow" is Ehlert's distinctive illustration style.
Her use of cut-paper collages results in striking, textured images that draw readers into the
pages. The following aspects highlight her artistic approach:

Vibrancy: The colors in Ehlert’s illustrations are bright and engaging, capturing the
attention of young readers.

Texture: The layered paper adds depth to the illustrations, making the flowers
appear almost three-dimensional.



Variety: Ehlert includes a wide array of flowers, from tulips to daisies, showcasing the
diversity of the plant kingdom.

These artistic choices not only enhance the storytelling but also serve as a way for children
to learn about different types of flowers and their characteristics.

Educational Value

"Planting a Rainbow" serves as an excellent educational tool for parents and educators
alike. Its simple yet effective narrative structure makes it perfect for introducing key
concepts related to gardening and plant biology.

1. Gardening Basics

The book provides a gentle introduction to gardening, explaining the steps involved in
planting and caring for flowers. Children can learn about:

Choosing seeds and understanding their growth.1.

Preparing the soil and planting seeds.2.

Caring for plants through watering and sunlight.3.

Harvesting and enjoying the blooms.4.

These fundamental gardening principles can inspire children to engage in hands-on
gardening activities, fostering a sense of responsibility and connection to nature.

2. Color Recognition and Art

Through Ehlert’s vibrant illustrations, children can enhance their color recognition skills.
The book can be used as a springboard for art projects, where children can create their own
flower collages using colored paper or natural materials. This not only reinforces the theme
of creativity but also allows children to express themselves artistically.

3. Scientific Exploration

The book can also serve as an introduction to basic scientific concepts related to botany.
Parents and educators can encourage discussions about:



The different parts of a flower (petals, stems, leaves, roots).

The life cycle of a plant.

Pollination and the role of insects in gardening.

These discussions can lead to further exploration, such as planting a real garden or
conducting simple experiments related to plant growth.

Impact on Young Readers

"Planting a Rainbow" has left a lasting impression on young readers and their families. Its
combination of engaging storytelling, stunning visuals, and educational themes makes it a
cherished addition to many childhoods. The book encourages children to appreciate nature,
understand the importance of gardening, and express their creativity.

Encouraging Future Gardeners

By inspiring children to plant their gardens, Ehlert fosters a love for nature that can last a
lifetime. Many readers are motivated to dig in the dirt, sow seeds, and witness the magic of
growth firsthand. This hands-on experience not only nurtures their understanding of biology
but also provides a sense of accomplishment and connection to the earth.

Building Family Traditions

The book can also become a catalyst for family traditions. Reading "Planting a Rainbow"
together can lead to annual springtime gardening rituals, where families plant flowers and
watch them bloom together. These shared experiences create lasting memories and instill a
sense of teamwork and collaboration within families.

Conclusion

In summary, "Planting a Rainbow" by Lois Ehlert is more than just a children’s book; it is a
celebration of nature, creativity, and family. Through its enchanting illustrations and
engaging narrative, the book teaches valuable lessons about gardening while inspiring a
sense of wonder in young readers. Whether it becomes a beloved bedtime story or a guide
to starting a garden, Ehlert’s work has the power to inspire a love of the outdoors and a
deeper understanding of the beauty of life. As children explore the themes of planting and
growth, they are not only learning about flowers but also cultivating a lifelong appreciation
for the natural world around them.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Planting a Rainbow' by Lois
Ehlert?
The main theme of 'Planting a Rainbow' is about the beauty of gardening and the joy of
planting flowers, emphasizing the colors and diversity of plants.

What age group is 'Planting a Rainbow' best suited for?
'Planting a Rainbow' is best suited for young children, typically ages 3 to 7, as it introduces
them to colors, gardening, and the natural world.

How does Lois Ehlert use illustrations in 'Planting a
Rainbow'?
Lois Ehlert uses vibrant and colorful illustrations to engage young readers and visually
represent the different flowers and the planting process.

What educational concepts can be taught using
'Planting a Rainbow'?
'Planting a Rainbow' can be used to teach concepts such as colors, seasons, plant life
cycles, and the importance of nature and gardening.

What types of flowers are featured in 'Planting a
Rainbow'?
The book features a variety of flowers including tulips, daffodils, and zinnias, showcasing
their colors and how they can be planted in a garden.

What is the significance of the rainbow in the title
'Planting a Rainbow'?
The rainbow in the title signifies the variety of colors that flowers can provide in a garden,
representing beauty and diversity in nature.

How does 'Planting a Rainbow' encourage children to
connect with nature?
'Planting a Rainbow' encourages children to connect with nature by inviting them to explore
gardening, understanding where flowers come from, and appreciating the natural world
around them.
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A Question about Meeting at Panera Bread - Rick Steves
May 18, 2011 · For those of you who hold RS group meetings at a Panera Bread Bakery, do you use
one with a community meeting room? If so, are you able to reserve it in advance, and is …

Denver travel group meeting, 19 July 2025 - Rick Steves Travel …
Jul 12, 2025 · Next Saturday, the 19th, is the third Saturday of July, 2025. Time for the Denver travel
group meeting. We meet at 10am at Panera Bread in Aspen Groove, next to the light rail …

Sacramento Travel Meeting - Saturday 1/20 @ 10:00am
Jan 11, 2024 · Panera Bread 3571 North Freeway Blvd, Sacramento This is off I-80, using the Truxel
Rd. exit Everyone is welcome. I would appreciate if you could reply to this post or …

Visa payment in dollars or euros? - Rick Steves Travel Forum
Mar 21, 2013 · This takes place the third Saturday of each month at a local Panera Bread outlet. The
time and date are always posted in advance in the "General Europe" section of the HelpLine.

Transportation from Regensburg Germany to Prague - Rick Steves
Nov 10, 2022 · If so, he should come to our monthly travel meeting at Panera Bread at Aspen Grove,
a little south of Lakewood. So, at 28,-€, purchased at a Bahn automat just before travel, …

Switzerland vs. Scandinavia for Summer Holiday? - Rick Steves
Jul 4, 2017 · If you want to hear more about these places in person, come to our next New York RIck
Steves Travel Meeting, on Saturday July 15 at 1 PM at Panera Bread, 425 Fifth Avenue …

New York City Restaurants - Rick Steves Travel Forum
Jul 7, 2017 · There is a chain of small cafe called Financier, look it up there around the Manhattan. I
love them, great for lunch or a snack, wonderful deserts. Not for dinner, just a …

American food choices in London? - Rick Steves Travel Forum
Jul 30, 2024 · I had several sandwiches/salads for on-the-go lunches or hotel room picnics. We also
ate at Vapiano, which is a chain restaurant kind of like Panera Bread (fast casual) but with …

Lucerne and Murren? - Rick Steves Travel Forum
Apr 12, 2016 · I'd like to invite you to our travel club this Saturday at Panera Bread on Truxel at
10:00. If you look under Tips & Trip Reports scroll to the bottom and they list "travel group …

traffic violation help - Rick Steves Travel Forum
Aug 22, 2012 · As a final thought, you may be able to get some good advice from the RS Denver
group, that meets at a local Panera Bread on the third Saturday of every month. The meeting …

Woodland Park Zoo: All for Wildlife - Woodland Park Zoo Seattle WA
When you visit Woodland Park Zoo, you’ll make your day and a difference. Together, we are all for
wildlife.

Woodland Park Zoo
SAVE WITH CITYPASS CityPASS® tickets save 50% on admission to Seattle’s top 5 attractions,
including Woodland Park Zoo …
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Schedule - Woodland Park Zoo
The zoo is smoke free. Thank you for not smoking or vaping. Denotes fee-based activity Wheelchair
rentals are available at both …

Woodland Park Zoo to Host All-Inclusive, 21-and-Up Zoo Adventure
Jul 3, 2025 · The price is $89 for nonmembers and $72 for members. Tickets are available on the
zoo’s website or day-of at the zoo …

Woodland Park Zoo - Fantastic Wildlife
Feb 12, 2025 · Located just minutes from downtown Seattle, Woodland Park Zoo is easily accessible
by public transportation …

Discover the vibrant world of "Planting a Rainbow" by Lois Ehlert. Explore tips for colorful
gardening and engage young readers. Learn more today!
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