
Pono Pono Meaning In English Language
Teaching

Pono pono is a Hawaiian term that embodies a philosophy of healing and reconciliation, emphasizing
the importance of responsibility, forgiveness, and restoration of harmony. In the context of English
language teaching (ELT), the implications of pono pono are profound, as it encourages educators
and learners alike to cultivate a supportive and inclusive environment where mistakes are viewed as
opportunities for growth rather than failures. This article explores the meaning of pono pono in
English language teaching, its relevance in fostering emotional intelligence, and practical
applications in the classroom.

Understanding Pono Pono

The Origins of Pono Pono

The concept of pono pono originates from the Hawaiian culture, where it translates to "to make
right" or "to set things right." It is a practice rooted in the values of the indigenous Hawaiian people,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of individuals and the importance of maintaining harmony
within relationships and communities. The principles of pono pono can be broken down into four key
phrases that reflect its core tenets:

1. I’m sorry - Acknowledging one’s mistakes or wrongdoings.
2. Please forgive me - Seeking forgiveness from others.
3. Thank you - Expressing gratitude for the opportunity to correct one’s mistakes.



4. I love you - Recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of oneself and others.

These phrases serve as a reminder that healing and personal growth are possible through self-
reflection and accountability.

Significance in English Language Teaching

The philosophy of pono pono can be beneficial in English language teaching for several reasons:

- Emotional Safety: Creating a classroom environment where students feel safe to express
themselves without fear of judgment is vital. Pono pono encourages educators to foster emotional
safety through understanding and compassion.
- Growth Mindset: The emphasis on forgiveness and learning from mistakes aligns with the growth
mindset philosophy. Language learners can benefit from viewing errors as stepping stones rather
than setbacks.
- Culturally Responsive Teaching: Incorporating pono pono into teaching practices can promote
cultural awareness and sensitivity, allowing educators to respect and honor the diverse backgrounds
of their students.

Applying Pono Pono in the Classroom

To effectively implement pono pono in English language teaching, educators can adopt various
strategies that promote its principles. Here are a few practical applications:

1. Establishing Ground Rules

Creating a classroom environment based on mutual respect is crucial. Educators can set ground
rules that reflect the values of pono pono:

- Encourage open communication.
- Promote active listening.
- Foster a culture of forgiveness and understanding.

2. Modeling Pono Pono Principles

As role models, teachers can demonstrate the pono pono approach by:

- Acknowledging their own mistakes in the classroom and discussing what they learned from them.
- Using the four phrases of pono pono when addressing conflicts or misunderstandings with
students.



3. Incorporating Reflective Practices

Reflection is a powerful tool for growth. Educators can encourage students to engage in reflective
practices, such as:

- Journaling about their experiences and emotions related to language learning.
- Participating in group discussions that allow them to share their thoughts and feelings in a safe
environment.

4. Emphasizing Collaborative Learning

Collaboration fosters strong relationships among students, which aligns with the pono pono
philosophy. To promote collaborative learning, teachers can:

- Design group projects that require teamwork and collective problem-solving.
- Encourage peer feedback, emphasizing constructive criticism and support.

5. Celebrating Mistakes as Learning Opportunities

To instill a growth mindset, educators should reframe mistakes as essential components of the
learning process. This can be achieved by:

- Highlighting examples of famous figures who overcame failures to achieve success.
- Providing opportunities for students to share their own experiences with mistakes and what they
learned from them.

The Role of Emotional Intelligence in Pono Pono

Emotional intelligence (EI) is crucial in English language teaching, and the principles of pono pono
align closely with enhancing EI among students. By integrating pono pono into the curriculum,
educators can help students develop the following EI skills:

1. Self-Awareness

Understanding one’s emotions is the first step towards emotional intelligence. Educators can
promote self-awareness by encouraging students to:

- Reflect on their feelings during language learning experiences.
- Identify triggers that may cause frustration or anxiety in the learning process.



2. Empathy

Empathy is essential for creating a supportive classroom environment. Teachers can foster empathy
by:

- Encouraging students to share their cultural backgrounds and experiences.
- Implementing activities that require students to put themselves in others’ shoes, such as role-
playing scenarios.

3. Interpersonal Skills

Pono pono emphasizes the importance of healthy relationships. Educators can enhance students’
interpersonal skills through:

- Group activities that require communication and collaboration.
- Conflict resolution exercises that focus on understanding different perspectives.

Challenges and Considerations

While the integration of pono pono into English language teaching can yield numerous benefits,
there are challenges that educators may encounter:

1. Resistance to Change

Some students may be hesitant to embrace new philosophies or practices. Educators should:

- Introduce pono pono gradually and explain its benefits.
- Provide examples of how this approach has positively impacted learning.

2. Cultural Sensitivity

Educators must be mindful of the diverse cultural backgrounds of their students. It is essential to:

- Adapt the principles of pono pono to fit the cultural context of the classroom.
- Encourage students to share their own cultural practices related to forgiveness and community.

3. Time Constraints

In today’s fast-paced educational environment, finding time to incorporate pono pono practices can
be challenging. Educators should:



- Integrate these principles into existing lessons rather than treating them as separate activities.
- Use brief, daily check-ins to encourage reflection and emotional connection.

Conclusion

The philosophy of pono pono offers valuable insights for English language teaching, promoting
emotional safety, resilience, and interpersonal harmony. By embracing its principles, educators can
create a classroom environment where students feel empowered to take risks, learn from their
mistakes, and build meaningful relationships with their peers. As language learners navigate the
complexities of acquiring a new language, the application of pono pono can transform their
experiences into a journey of self-discovery and growth, ultimately leading to more effective
communication and understanding in an increasingly interconnected world. Through the lens of
pono pono, English language teaching becomes not just a means to learn a language, but a holistic
approach to personal and communal healing and growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'pono pono' mean in the context of English
language teaching?
'Pono pono' is a Hawaiian phrase that translates to 'to make right' or 'to correct'. In English
language teaching, it can refer to the process of correcting errors and improving language skills.

How can 'pono pono' be applied in the classroom?
Teachers can apply 'pono pono' by creating a supportive environment where students feel safe to
make mistakes and learn from them, emphasizing constructive feedback and correction.

Is 'pono pono' related to any specific teaching methodologies?
'Pono pono' aligns with communicative language teaching approaches that prioritize interaction and
real-life communication, promoting learning through correction and understanding.

Can 'pono pono' help in reducing language anxiety among
students?
Yes, by fostering a culture of understanding and correction, 'pono pono' can help reduce language
anxiety, encouraging students to engage more freely without fear of making mistakes.

What role does peer feedback play in the 'pono pono'
approach?
Peer feedback is essential in the 'pono pono' approach as it allows students to learn from each other,
promoting collaborative learning and the opportunity to make corrections together.



How can teachers incorporate 'pono pono' in their lesson
plans?
Teachers can incorporate 'pono pono' by including activities focused on error correction, such as
peer reviews, group discussions, and reflective practices that emphasize learning from mistakes.

Are there any cultural considerations when using 'pono pono'
in teaching?
Yes, educators should be culturally sensitive when using 'pono pono', ensuring that the concept is
introduced respectfully and understood in the context of its Hawaiian origins.

What are the benefits of using 'pono pono' in language
assessment?
'Pono pono' can enhance language assessment by focusing on formative feedback, allowing students
to understand their errors and learn from them, rather than just receiving a grade.
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