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Poems with figurative language 6th grade students are often introduced to the exciting world of poetry that
goes beyond mere words on a page. Figurative language is a tool that poets use to paint vivid images, evoke
emotions, and convey deeper meanings. This article will explore various types of figurative language, examples
found in poetry, and how to identify and create your own poems rich in figurative elements. By the end, young
poets will feel inspired to express their thoughts and feelings creatively and effectively.

Understanding Figurative Language

Figurative language refers to the use of words or expressions with a meaning that is different from the literal
interpretation. It enhances writing by adding depth and making the text more engaging. In poetry, figurative
language is especially significant because it allows poets to express complex ideas and emotions in a concise
manner. Here are some common types of figurative language:

1. Simile

- A simile is a comparison between two unlike things using the words "like" or "as."
- Example: "Her smile is as bright as the sun."

2. Metaphor

- A metaphor also compares two unlike things, but it does so directly without using "like" or "as."
- Example: "Time is a thief."

3. Personification

- Personification gives human qualities to non-human things.
- Example: "The wind whispered through the trees."

4. Hyperbole

- Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement that is not meant to be taken literally.
- Example: "I am so hungry I could eat a horse."

5. Alliteration

- Alliteration is the repetition of the same initial consonant sounds in a series of words.
- Example: "She sells sea shells by the sea shore."

6. Onomatopoeia

- Onomatopoeia refers to words that imitate sounds.
- Example: "The bee buzzed around the garden."



Examples of Poems with Figurative Language

To illustrate how figurative language can enhance poetry, let's look at some examples. These poems
demonstrate various types of figurative language and showcase how they create vivid imagery and emotional
resonance.

1. Simile in Poetry

One famous poem that uses similes is "A Dream Deferred" by Langston Hughes. In this poem, Hughes uses similes to
express the consequences of unfulfilled dreams.

Sample Excerpt:

"What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore—
And then run?"

In these lines, Hughes compares a deferred dream to a raisin and a festering sore, creating powerful images that
evoke feelings of decay and pain.

2. Metaphor in Poetry

Emily Dickinson is renowned for her use of metaphors. In her poem "Hope is the thing with feathers," she
metaphorically describes hope as a bird.

Sample Excerpt:

"Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all."

This metaphor suggests that hope is a delicate, uplifting presence within us, always singing and never ceasing.

3. Personification in Poetry

William Wordsworth often employed personification in his poetry. In "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud," he
personifies daffodils.

Sample Excerpt:

"Ten thousand I saw at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance."

By attributing human-like qualities to the daffodils, Wordsworth creates a lively image that enhances the
beauty and vibrancy of nature.



4. Hyperbole in Poetry

In his poem "Ain't I a Woman?" Sojourner Truth uses hyperbole to emphasize her strength and resilience.

Sample Excerpt:

"I have plowed and planted and gathered into barns,
And no man could head me!"

This exaggerated statement highlights her hard work and determination, illustrating her strength as a woman.

5. Alliteration in Poetry

Dr. Seuss is well known for his playful use of alliteration in children's poetry. In "Green Eggs and Ham," he uses
alliteration to create a fun and rhythmic reading experience.

Sample Excerpt:

"I do not like green eggs and ham.
I do not like them, Sam-I-Am."

The repetition of the "g" and "s" sounds makes the poem catchy and memorable.

6. Onomatopoeia in Poetry

In "The Swing" by Robert Louis Stevenson, onomatopoeia plays a significant role in making the poem lively.

Sample Excerpt:

"How do you like to go up in a swing,
Up in the air so blue?
Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing
Ever a child can do!"

The sounds of "swing" and "blue" create a playful atmosphere that captures the joy of childhood.

Activities for Exploring Figurative Language in Poetry

To fully appreciate and understand figurative language in poetry, engaging activities can help 6th-grade
students identify and create their own poems with figurative elements. Here are some ideas:

1. Figurative Language Scavenger Hunt

- Choose a selection of poems and have students identify examples of different types of figurative language.
- Create a chart where students can list the type of figurative language, the quote from the poem, and its
effect on the reader.



2. Create Your Own Similes and Metaphors

- Have students write a list of nouns and adjectives.
- Challenge them to create their own similes and metaphors using their lists.
- For example, if they have "dog" and "happy," they might write, "My dog is as happy as a child on Christmas
morning."

3. Write a Personification Poem

- Ask students to choose an inanimate object and write a poem that personifies it.
- Encourage them to think about what feelings or actions they can attribute to the object.

4. Hyperbole Challenge

- Have students write a short poem using hyperbole to express an everyday experience.
- For example, "I waited an eternity for my turn at the swings!"

5. Alliteration and Onomatopoeia Practice

- Students can create a short poem or a few lines using alliteration and onomatopoeia.
- Encourage them to focus on sound and rhythm to make their writing more dynamic.

Conclusion

Incorporating poems with figurative language 6th grade students can explore the beauty of words and the
power of imagery. Understanding and using figurative language not only enhances the reading experience but
also allows young writers to express their thoughts and feelings in unique and creative ways. By practicing
various activities, students can develop their poetic voice and learn to appreciate the art of poetry. As they
delve into the world of figurative language, they will find that poetry can be a powerful tool for
communication, self-expression, and creativity. Encourage them to share their poems, discuss their meanings, and
inspire one another in their journey as budding poets!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language in poetry?
Figurative language is a way of using words to create imagery or express ideas in a non-literal way. It
includes techniques like similes, metaphors, personification, and hyperbole.

Can you give an example of a simile in a poem?
Sure! An example of a simile is 'Her smile was like sunshine,' which compares her smile to sunshine using 'like.'

What is the purpose of using metaphors in poems?
Metaphors help poets convey deeper meanings by comparing two unlike things directly, allowing readers to see
connections and emotions in a more vivid way.



How does personification enhance a poem?
Personification gives human traits to animals or objects, making the poem more relatable and engaging. For
example, saying 'The wind whispered through the trees' helps readers visualize and connect with nature.

What are some common types of figurative language found in 6th grade
poems?
Common types of figurative language include similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, and hyperbole,
all of which add depth and creativity to poetry.
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