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Power and Corruption in Animal Farm

Power and corruption are central themes in George Orwell's "Animal Farm," serving as a stark
commentary on the nature of political authority and the inevitable decline into tyranny. Through the
allegorical representation of farm animals, Orwell illustrates how power can corrupt individuals and
lead to the oppression of the very beings it was meant to liberate. This article explores the dynamics
of power and corruption in the novel, examining the characters, the progression of the story, and the
broader implications for society.

Understanding the Allegory

Orwell's "Animal Farm" is not merely a tale of farm animals; it is a politically charged allegory that
mirrors the events surrounding the Russian Revolution and the subsequent rise of Stalinism. Each
character and event symbolizes real historical figures and occurrences, making the narrative a
profound critique of totalitarian regimes.

The Characters as Symbols of Power



1. Napoleon: Representing Joseph Stalin, Napoleon embodies the corrupting influence of power.
Initially one of the leaders of the revolution, he gradually consolidates power for himself, using fear
and manipulation to maintain control over the other animals.

2. Snowball: A counterpart to Napoleon, Snowball symbolizes Leon Trotsky. He is intelligent and
passionate about the revolutionary cause but is ultimately ousted from the farm due to Napoleon's
scheming. His expulsion represents how political rivals are often eliminated in the pursuit of power.

3. Boxer: The hardworking horse, Boxer, epitomizes the proletariat, or working class, whose loyalty
and strength are exploited by those in power. His mantra, "I will work harder," highlights the blind
faith in leadership that often leads to exploitation.

4. Squealer: As Napoleon's propagandist, Squealer represents the manipulation of language and
truth in service of power. He constantly revises history and spreads propaganda to maintain
Napoleon's image, showcasing how those in power control narratives.

The Gradual Corruption of Ideals

The original ideals of Animalism, which advocate for equality and freedom from human oppression,
become increasingly distorted as the pigs gain power. This corruption unfolds in several stages:

- From Rebellion to Tyranny: The animals initially rebel against Mr. Jones with hopes of creating a
society based on equality. However, as the pigs assume leadership, they begin to prioritize their own
comfort and authority over the welfare of the other animals.

- The Seven Commandments: The original principles of Animalism are codified in the Seven
Commandments, which are supposed to ensure equality. However, as the pigs alter the
commandments to suit their needs, the essence of the revolution is lost. For example, "All animals
are equal” is eventually amended to "All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than
others."

- Manipulation of History: Squealer's role in altering the past is crucial. He continuously revises

events to portray Napoleon as a heroic figure while vilifying Snowball. This manipulation of history
demonstrates how those in power can rewrite narratives to justify their actions and maintain control.

The Mechanisms of Control

The pigs employ various strategies to maintain their grip on power, reflecting real-world political
tactics.

Fear and Intimidation

The use of fear is a powerful tool for the pigs. Napoleon employs the dogs, which he raises from
puppies to serve as his enforcers, to intimidate the other animals. This creates an atmosphere of
dread, discouraging dissent and ensuring compliance.



- Public Executions: In a chilling display of power, Napoleon organizes public executions of
dissenters. This not only eliminates opposition but also serves as a warning to others who might
consider rebellion.

- Surveillance: The pigs' constant surveillance of the other animals fosters a culture of paranoia. The

animals are aware that any dissent may lead to severe repercussions, which stifles their ability to
question authority.

Propaganda and Misinformation

Squealer's role highlights the importance of propaganda in maintaining totalitarian control. The
dissemination of misinformation serves several purposes:

1. Reinforcing Loyalty: By portraying Napoleon as a benevolent leader, Squealer ensures that the
animals remain loyal, even in the face of their suffering.

2. Discrediting Rivals: The portrayal of Snowball as a traitor and enemy of the farm serves to unify
the animals against a common foe, diverting attention from the pigs' failings.

3. Manipulating Reality: Through the manipulation of statistics and facts, Squealer creates a false

narrative of prosperity and happiness on the farm, obscuring the harsh realities faced by the
animals.

The Consequences of Corruption

The corruption of power in "Animal Farm" has dire consequences for the animals and ultimately
leads to the collapse of their idealistic vision.

Loss of Freedom and Equality

As the pigs become increasingly similar to the humans they once overthrew, the promises of
freedom and equality vanish. The animals find themselves in a situation worse than before:

- Overworked and Underfed: The animals labor tirelessly for the benefit of the pigs, who indulge in
luxuries while the others suffer. The initial hope of a better life is replaced with despair.

- Betrayal of Trust: The animals' trust in the pigs leads to their exploitation. Characters like Boxer,
who symbolize the working class, represent the tragic outcome of misplaced faith in corrupt leaders.

The Cycle of Power and Corruption

Orwell illustrates that the cycle of power and corruption is a recurring theme in history. The rise of
the pigs to power and their subsequent tyranny serves as a cautionary tale about the fragility of



revolutionary ideals:

- Revolution as a Means to an End: The revolution begins with noble intentions but ultimately results
in a regime that mirrors the oppressive one it sought to replace.

- The Inescapable Nature of Corruption: Orwell suggests that the quest for power often leads to
corruption, regardless of the original ideals. The animals' plight is a reflection of the broader human
experience, where noble causes can devolve into tyranny.

Conclusion

"Animal Farm" serves as a powerful exploration of the relationship between power and corruption.
Through its allegorical narrative, Orwell warns of the dangers of unchecked authority and the ease
with which noble ideals can be subverted. The characters, their actions, and the mechanisms of
control they employ illustrate the complexities of power dynamics and the consequences of
corruption. Ultimately, Orwell's work remains a timeless reminder of the vigilance necessary to
safeguard against the erosion of freedom and equality in any society.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does George Orwell illustrate the theme of power in
'‘Animal Farm'?

Orwell illustrates the theme of power by depicting how the pigs, particularly Napoleon, gradually
accumulate control over the other animals. The initial ideals of equality are subverted as the pigs
manipulate language and propaganda to maintain their dominance.

What role does propaganda play in the corruption of power in
'‘Animal Farm'?

Propaganda plays a crucial role in the corruption of power as the pigs, especially Squealer, use it to
distort the truth and manipulate the other animals' perceptions. This manipulation allows them to
justify their actions and maintain their authority despite increasingly oppressive policies.

In what ways does '‘Animal Farm' reflect real-world political
corruption?

'‘Animal Farm' reflects real-world political corruption by paralleling the rise of totalitarian regimes,
such as Stalin's Soviet Union. The gradual erosion of the original revolutionary ideals demonstrates
how power can corrupt leaders, leading to exploitation and betrayal of the populace.

What is the significance of the commandment changes in
'‘Animal Farm'?

The changes to the commandments signify the manipulation of laws to serve the ruling class's



interests. As the pigs alter the commandments to justify their actions, it highlights how those in
power can reshape morality and truth to maintain control.

How do the other animals respond to the corruption of power
in 'Animal Farm'?

The other animals respond to the corruption of power with a mix of confusion, fear, and resignation.
Many are too intimidated to rebel or question the pigs' authority, while others are misled by
propaganda, illustrating the dangers of apathy and the manipulation of the masses.
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