
Peterbilt 379 Hood Parts Diagram

Peterbilt 379 hood parts diagram plays a critical role in understanding the
composition and functionality of one of the most iconic heavy-duty trucks on
the road today. The Peterbilt 379, known for its distinct design and powerful
performance, has been a favorite among truck drivers and fleet operators
since its introduction in the 1980s. A well-detailed hood parts diagram not
only assists in identifying individual components of the hood but also
facilitates maintenance, repairs, and modifications, ensuring that the truck
remains in optimal working condition.

Understanding the components of the hood is essential for those who wish to
maintain or repair their Peterbilt 379 effectively. This article will dissect
the various parts of the hood, their functions, and their significance, while
also providing insight into the overall design and mechanics of the truck.

Overview of the Peterbilt 379 Hood

The hood of the Peterbilt 379 is not just a functional element; it also
contributes significantly to the truck's aesthetic appeal. The long-nosed
design is synonymous with the brand and is loved by many truck enthusiasts.
The hood houses various parts that protect the engine and other critical
components while allowing for easy access during maintenance.

Key Features of the Peterbilt 379 Hood

- Aerodynamic Design: The shape of the hood is designed for optimal airflow,
which enhances fuel efficiency.
- Durability: Constructed from high-quality materials, the hood is built to



withstand the rigors of the road.
- Customizable: Many owners opt for custom hoods or modifications to enhance
performance or aesthetics.

Components of the Peterbilt 379 Hood

Understanding the specific parts of the hood is crucial for maintenance and
repair. Here is a breakdown of the primary components:

1. Hood Shell

The hood shell is the outer covering of the hood. It is made of fiberglass or
steel and is designed to provide protection to the engine and other internal
components.

- Function: Acts as a protective barrier against environmental factors.
- Material: Often made from lightweight yet durable materials to enhance fuel
efficiency and performance.

2. Hood Latch and Release Mechanism

The hood latch is a crucial component that secures the hood in place when
closed, while the release mechanism allows for easy access when maintenance
is required.

- Types: There are manual and automatic latches.
- Maintenance: Regular inspection is recommended to ensure proper
functioning.

3. Hinges

Hinges allow the hood to pivot upward, providing access to the engine
compartment.

- Types: Heavy-duty hinges are typically used to support the weight of the
hood.
- Adjustment: Ensure hinges are properly aligned for smooth operation.

4. Grille Assembly

The grille is located at the front of the hood and serves a dual purpose of
aesthetics and functionality.

- Function: Allows air to flow into the engine compartment for cooling.
- Customization: Many owners opt for custom grilles to enhance the truck’s
appearance.



5. Headlights

The headlights are mounted on the hood and are crucial for visibility during
night driving.

- Types: Halogen, LED, and xenon options are available.
- Maintenance: Regularly check the bulbs and clean the lenses for optimal
performance.

6. Fenders

Fenders are integrated with the hood to provide protection to the wheels and
prevent debris from entering the engine compartment.

- Function: Helps to manage water and mud splashes.
- Material: Often made from fiberglass or molded plastic for weight
reduction.

7. Side Panels

The side panels of the hood contribute to the overall design and
functionality.

- Features: May include access points for maintenance.
- Design: Affects the aerodynamic properties of the truck.

Importance of the Hood Parts Diagram

A hood parts diagram for the Peterbilt 379 serves several critical purposes:

1. Maintenance and Repairs

- Identification: Helps mechanics and owners identify parts that require
attention.
- Guidance: Offers a visual reference for reassembly after repairs.

2. Parts Replacement

- Compatibility: Ensures that replacement parts are compatible with the
existing assembly.
- Efficiency: Reduces downtime by allowing for quick identification of faulty
components.

3. Customization and Modifications



- Design Reference: Assists in planning custom modifications or upgrades.
- Performance Enhancement: Identifying areas for potential performance
enhancements.

How to Obtain a Peterbilt 379 Hood Parts
Diagram

There are several ways to obtain a comprehensive hood parts diagram for the
Peterbilt 379:

1. Official Peterbilt Manuals

- Access: Manuals can be purchased from Peterbilt dealerships or downloaded
from their official website.
- Content: Typically includes detailed diagrams and specifications for all
components.

2. Online Resources

- Forums: Many truck enthusiast forums offer shared resources, including
diagrams.
- Websites: Websites dedicated to truck parts often provide diagrams and
detailed descriptions.

3. Aftermarket Parts Suppliers

- Catalogs: Many aftermarket suppliers include diagrams in their catalogs to
assist buyers.
- Customer Support: Representatives can often provide diagrams upon request.

Maintaining Your Peterbilt 379 Hood

Proper maintenance of the hood is essential to ensure the longevity and
performance of the truck. Here are some tips:

1. Regular Inspections

- Check for cracks or damage in the hood shell.
- Inspect latches and hinges for wear and tear.

2. Cleaning

- Wash the hood regularly to remove dirt and grime.



- Use appropriate cleaning agents to avoid damaging the finish.

3. Lubrication

- Apply lubricant to hinges and latches to ensure smooth operation.
- Be cautious not to over-lubricate, which can attract dirt.

4. Replacement of Damaged Parts

- Replace any damaged components immediately to prevent further issues.
- Keep a list of essential spare parts for quick replacements.

Conclusion

Understanding the Peterbilt 379 hood parts diagram is essential for any owner
or operator of this legendary truck. The hood not only serves as a protective
cover for the engine but also plays a vital role in the truck's overall
performance and aesthetic appeal. By familiarizing yourself with the various
components of the hood, their functions, and the best practices for
maintenance, you can ensure your Peterbilt 379 remains a reliable workhorse
on the road. Whether you are performing routine maintenance, making repairs,
or considering custom modifications, a detailed hood parts diagram is an
invaluable resource that can guide you every step of the way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the hood on a Peterbilt 379?
The hood on a Peterbilt 379 serves to protect the engine and other components
while also providing aerodynamic efficiency and enhancing the truck's overall
aesthetic appeal.

Where can I find a detailed parts diagram for the
Peterbilt 379 hood?
You can find a detailed parts diagram for the Peterbilt 379 hood in the
official Peterbilt service manuals, online parts catalogs, or specialized
truck parts websites.

What are some common issues with the Peterbilt 379
hood that may require replacement parts?
Common issues include cracks or damage from accidents, fading paint due to
sun exposure, and worn-out hinges or latches that may need replacement.

How do I identify the specific parts needed for my



Peterbilt 379 hood?
You can identify specific parts by referencing the parts diagram, using your
truck's VIN to consult with a dealer, or by examining the hood for part
numbers on existing components.

Are there aftermarket parts available for the
Peterbilt 379 hood?
Yes, there are numerous aftermarket parts available for the Peterbilt 379
hood, including fiberglass replacements and custom accessories that can
enhance functionality or appearance.

What tools are required to install or replace parts
on a Peterbilt 379 hood?
Common tools required include socket wrenches, screwdrivers, pliers, and
possibly a heat gun for removing old adhesive if applicable.

Can I find a video tutorial for replacing Peterbilt
379 hood parts?
Yes, many truck repair enthusiasts and professionals post video tutorials on
platforms like YouTube, showcasing step-by-step processes for replacing hood
parts on a Peterbilt 379.

Is it possible to customize the hood of a Peterbilt
379?
Yes, many owners customize the hood of their Peterbilt 379 with paint jobs,
additional lighting, or custom grills to enhance the truck's style and
personalization.

What is the typical cost range for replacing a hood
on a Peterbilt 379?
The cost for replacing a hood on a Peterbilt 379 can range from $2,000 to
$5,000, depending on whether you choose OEM or aftermarket parts and the
extent of installation needed.
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Explore our comprehensive Peterbilt 379 hood parts diagram to simplify repairs and maintenance.
Discover how to enhance your truck's performance today!
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