
Pearl Harbor Worksheet

Pearl Harbor worksheet is an educational tool designed to help students understand the
historical significance of the attack on Pearl Harbor, which occurred on December 7, 1941.
This pivotal event led the United States to enter World War II and marked a turning point in
global military strategy and international relations. A worksheet on Pearl Harbor often
includes various sections such as historical context, the events of the attack, its aftermath,
and the long-term implications. This article will delve into the various components of a Pearl
Harbor worksheet, providing a comprehensive overview that can assist educators and
students alike in exploring this critical moment in history.

Historical Context

Before diving into the specifics of the attack, it is essential to understand the historical



context surrounding Pearl Harbor. Several factors contributed to the tension between the
United States and Japan leading up to the attack.

1. Political Tensions

- Expansionist Policies: Japan aimed to expand its empire throughout Asia and the Pacific,
which brought it into conflict with Western powers, including the United States.
- Economic Sanctions: The U.S. imposed economic sanctions on Japan, restricting access to
vital resources such as oil and steel, which were crucial for its military ambitions.

2. Military Alliances

- Tripartite Pact: In 1940, Japan joined forces with Germany and Italy, forming the Axis
Powers. This alliance heightened tensions with the United States, which was supporting the
Allies.
- U.S. Military Presence in the Pacific: The establishment of U.S. military bases in the Pacific,
particularly in Hawaii, was perceived as a direct threat by Japan.

The Events of the Attack

The attack on Pearl Harbor was meticulously planned by the Japanese military.
Understanding the timeline and the nature of the assault is crucial for any Pearl Harbor
worksheet.

1. Prelude to the Attack

- Intelligence Failures: Prior to the attack, U.S. intelligence had received warnings about a
possible Japanese assault but failed to act decisively.
- Surprise Element: The Japanese aimed for a surprise attack, striking early on a Sunday
morning when many servicemen were off duty.

2. The Attack Itself

- Date and Time: The attack occurred on December 7, 1941, starting at 7:48 AM Hawaiian
Time.
- Forces Involved:
- Japanese Forces: Approximately 353 aircraft, including bombers and fighters, launched
from six aircraft carriers.
- Defensive Forces: The U.S. had stationed around 90 ships and multiple aircraft at Pearl
Harbor, but many were caught off guard.



3. Key Events During the Attack

- Destruction of Battleships: Eight battleships were present at Pearl Harbor, with the USS
Arizona and USS Oklahoma suffering catastrophic damage.
- Casualties: Over 2,400 Americans were killed, and nearly 1,200 were wounded, marking
one of the deadliest attacks on U.S. soil at the time.

The Aftermath of Pearl Harbor

The immediate consequences of the Pearl Harbor attack were profound and far-reaching,
influencing military and political strategies in the United States and across the world.

1. U.S. Entry into World War II

- Declaration of War: The day after the attack, on December 8, 1941, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt delivered his famous "Day of Infamy" speech, leading Congress to declare war on
Japan.
- Mobilization of Forces: The attack galvanized public opinion in favor of joining the war,
leading to a massive mobilization of American troops and resources.

2. Strategic Military Response

- Pacific Theater: The U.S. focused its military efforts on defeating Japan in the Pacific,
leading to significant battles such as Midway and Guadalcanal.
- Allied Cooperation: The U.S. sought to strengthen alliances with other Allied nations,
including Great Britain and the Soviet Union.

Long-Term Implications

The attack on Pearl Harbor had lasting effects on U.S. foreign policy, military strategy, and
public consciousness.

1. Changes in Military Policy

- Increased Defense Spending: The U.S. significantly increased its military budget and
expanded its armed forces.
- Development of New Technologies: The war spurred advancements in technology,
including aircraft and naval warfare.



2. Impact on U.S.-Japan Relations

- Post-War Relations: Following Japan's defeat in 1945, the U.S. played a significant role in
Japan's reconstruction and democratization.
- Cultural Exchange: Over the years, U.S.-Japan relations evolved from adversaries to allies,
with significant cultural and economic exchanges.

Educational Activities and Worksheets

Creating a Pearl Harbor worksheet can engage students in various ways, enhancing their
understanding of this crucial event. Here are some suggested activities and components to
include:

1. Timeline Creation

- Activity: Have students create a timeline of events leading up to and following the attack
on Pearl Harbor.
- Objective: To understand the sequence of events and their implications.

2. Research Assignments

- Activity: Assign students to research different aspects of the attack, such as military
strategies, personal accounts from survivors, or the role of intelligence.
- Objective: To encourage critical thinking and analysis of primary and secondary sources.

3. Discussion Questions

- What were the main reasons for the attack on Pearl Harbor?
- How did the attack change American public opinion regarding the war?
- In what ways did the aftermath of Pearl Harbor reshape U.S. foreign policy?

4. Creative Projects

- Activity: Have students create a storyboard or a short play depicting the events of
December 7, 1941.
- Objective: To foster creativity while reinforcing historical knowledge.



Conclusion

In summary, a Pearl Harbor worksheet serves as an essential educational resource for
students learning about one of the most significant events in American history. By exploring
the historical context, the events of the attack, its aftermath, and long-term implications,
students can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities surrounding World War II and
U.S. foreign policy. Through various activities and discussions, they can engage critically
with history, fostering a well-rounded perspective on this pivotal moment. As we reflect on
Pearl Harbor, it is crucial to remember the lessons it teaches about diplomacy, conflict, and
resilience in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a Pearl Harbor worksheet in
educational settings?
A Pearl Harbor worksheet is designed to help students understand the historical
significance of the Pearl Harbor attack, including its causes, events, and consequences
during World War II.

What key events should a Pearl Harbor worksheet
cover?
A comprehensive Pearl Harbor worksheet should cover the attack on December 7, 1941,
the lead-up to the attack, key military figures involved, and the impact on U.S. involvement
in World War II.

How can teachers effectively use a Pearl Harbor
worksheet in the classroom?
Teachers can use a Pearl Harbor worksheet as a discussion starter, a guided research tool,
or a means to facilitate group projects, helping students engage critically with the topic.

What types of activities might be included in a Pearl
Harbor worksheet?
Activities may include timeline creation, map analysis, primary source document
examination, and reflective writing prompts related to the events of Pearl Harbor.

How does a Pearl Harbor worksheet support historical
literacy?
A Pearl Harbor worksheet supports historical literacy by encouraging students to analyze
sources, understand context, and evaluate the significance of events, fostering critical
thinking skills.



What are some common misconceptions about Pearl
Harbor that a worksheet can address?
Common misconceptions include the belief that the attack was entirely unexpected or that
it was solely a surprise attack; a worksheet can clarify the intelligence failures and
diplomatic tensions leading up to the event.

What age group is appropriate for using a Pearl Harbor
worksheet?
Pearl Harbor worksheets can be adapted for various age groups, but they are most
appropriate for middle school and high school students studying U.S. history or World War
II.

Where can educators find resources to create a Pearl
Harbor worksheet?
Educators can find resources for creating Pearl Harbor worksheets through educational
websites, history teaching organizations, and online databases that offer lesson plans and
primary sources.
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