
Percent Error Practice Problems

Percent error practice problems are essential for students, scientists, and professionals alike to
develop their understanding of accuracy and precision in measurements. Percent error is a way to
express the difference between an experimental value and a theoretical or accepted value as a
percentage of the accepted value. Mastering percent error calculation not only helps in evaluating
measurements but also enhances critical thinking skills in various scientific fields. This article will
provide an overview of percent error, detailed explanations of how to calculate it, and a variety of
practice problems to test your understanding.

Understanding Percent Error

Percent error is a valuable concept in science and mathematics that quantifies the difference between
a measured value and a true or accepted value. It is commonly used in fields like chemistry, physics,
engineering, and statistics. Understanding how to calculate and interpret percent error helps in
assessing the reliability and accuracy of experimental results.

Formula for Percent Error

The formula to calculate percent error is:

\[
\text{Percent Error} = \left( \frac{|\text{Experimental Value} - \text{Theoretical
Value}|}{|\text{Theoretical Value}|} \right) \times 100\%
\]



Where:
- Experimental Value is the value you measured or obtained from your experiment.
- Theoretical Value is the accepted or known value, often found in literature or textbooks.

By using this formula, you can determine how close your measured value is to the accepted value,
represented as a percentage.

Types of Percent Error

1. Absolute Percent Error: This is the straightforward difference between the experimental and
theoretical values expressed as a percentage. It does not consider the sign of the difference.
2. Relative Percent Error: This involves a similar calculation but often takes into account the context
of the measurement. It can be useful when comparing the precision of measurements.

Calculating Percent Error: Step-by-Step Guide

To calculate the percent error, follow these simple steps:

1. Identify the Experimental and Theoretical Values: Gather your measured data and the accepted
value.
2. Calculate the Difference: Subtract the theoretical value from the experimental value.
3. Take the Absolute Value: Since percent error is concerned with the magnitude of error, take the
absolute value of the difference.
4. Divide by the Theoretical Value: This gives you a fraction that represents the error relative to the
accepted value.
5. Multiply by 100: Convert the fraction to a percentage by multiplying by 100%.

Practice Problems for Percent Error

To solidify your understanding of percent error, let’s practice with some problems.

Problem Set 1: Basic Calculations

1. Problem 1: An experiment measures the boiling point of water to be 101.5°C. The accepted boiling
point is 100.0°C. What is the percent error?

Solution:
- Experimental Value = 101.5°C
- Theoretical Value = 100.0°C
- Percent Error = \(\left( \frac{|101.5 - 100.0|}{100.0} \right) \times 100\% = \left( \frac{1.5}{100.0}
\right) \times 100\% = 1.5\%\)

2. Problem 2: A student measures the density of a liquid to be 0.85 g/cm³, while the accepted density



is 0.80 g/cm³. Calculate the percent error.

Solution:
- Experimental Value = 0.85 g/cm³
- Theoretical Value = 0.80 g/cm³
- Percent Error = \(\left( \frac{|0.85 - 0.80|}{0.80} \right) \times 100\% = \left( \frac{0.05}{0.80}
\right) \times 100\% = 6.25\%\)

Problem Set 2: Advanced Calculations

3. Problem 3: A laboratory result states that the concentration of a solution is 2.4 M, while the known
concentration is 2.0 M. What is the percent error?

Solution:
- Experimental Value = 2.4 M
- Theoretical Value = 2.0 M
- Percent Error = \(\left( \frac{|2.4 - 2.0|}{2.0} \right) \times 100\% = \left( \frac{0.4}{2.0} \right)
\times 100\% = 20\%\)

4. Problem 4: A scientist measures the mass of a sample to be 5.2 grams, while the accepted mass is
5.0 grams. Calculate the percent error.

Solution:
- Experimental Value = 5.2 g
- Theoretical Value = 5.0 g
- Percent Error = \(\left( \frac{|5.2 - 5.0|}{5.0} \right) \times 100\% = \left( \frac{0.2}{5.0} \right)
\times 100\% = 4\%\)

Understanding the Implications of Percent Error

Percent error is not just a number; it has significant implications in scientific practice. Understanding
how to interpret percent error can help in various ways:

- Assessment of Accuracy: A lower percent error indicates that your experimental measurements are
closer to the accepted values, suggesting high accuracy.
- Comparison of Methods: Percent error allows for the comparison of different experimental methods
or instruments to assess which is more reliable.
- Quality Control: In industrial settings, percent error can be critical in maintaining standards and
ensuring product quality.

Conclusion

In summary, percent error practice problems provide a crucial foundation for understanding
measurement reliability and accuracy in scientific experiments. By mastering the calculation and
interpretation of percent error, individuals can improve their analytical skills and enhance their



understanding of scientific principles. Use the practice problems provided in this article to sharpen
your skills, and remember that the ability to evaluate errors is essential in any scientific endeavor.
Whether you are a student preparing for exams or a professional conducting research, a firm grasp of
percent error will serve you well in your academic and career pursuits.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is percent error and how is it calculated?
Percent error is a measure of how inaccurate a measurement is, compared to the true value. It is
calculated using the formula: Percent Error = |(Experimental Value - True Value)| / |True Value| x
100%.

If the true value of a substance is 50 grams and the
experimental value is 48 grams, what is the percent error?
Using the percent error formula: Percent Error = |(48 - 50)| / |50| x 100% = |(-2)| / 50 x 100% = 4%.

How do you interpret a percent error of 0%?
A percent error of 0% indicates that the experimental value is exactly equal to the true value,
meaning there is no error in the measurement.

Can percent error be negative?
No, percent error is always expressed as a positive value, as it represents the magnitude of error
regardless of direction. The absolute value is taken in the calculation.

What is the significance of a high percent error in
experimental results?
A high percent error indicates a large discrepancy between the experimental and true values,
suggesting potential issues with the measurement process, methodology, or equipment used.
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