Penn State Qb History

Penn State QB History is rich with tradition, success, and a roster of talented athletes who have left
their mark on college football. Since the inception of the program in 1887, the quarterback position
at Penn State has been pivotal in shaping the team’s identity and competitive stature. This article
delves into the evolution of Penn State quarterbacks, exploring their styles, records, and
contributions to the program's legacy.

The Early Years: Formative Quarterbacks (1887-1940)

Penn State's football program began in the late 19th century, and the early years were characterized
by a different style of play compared to modern football. Quarterbacks during this time were often
multi-faceted players who handled both passing and running duties.

Notable Early Quarterbacks

1. John "Jack" H. G. McCaffrey (1912-1914): One of the earliest quarterbacks of note, McCaffrey was
known for his strong arm and leadership on the field.

2. Walter "Sparky" Adams (1920-1922): Adams was one of the first to establish the quarterback's
role in a more structured offensive scheme, helping to lead the team through the Roaring Twenties.

3. Hugh "Lone Star" McLain (1939-1941): A standout player, McLain was instrumental in solidifying
Penn State's reputation as a competitive program during the early 20th century.

The Rise of the Nittany Lions (1940-1970)



As college football evolved, so too did the quarterback position at Penn State. This era saw the
emergence of more sophisticated offensive strategies and the development of quarterbacks who
could effectively lead their teams through the air.

Impactful Quarterbacks of the Mid-20th Century

1. Charlie Paterno (1940-1942): The son of legendary coach Joe Paterno, Charlie helped establish a
winning culture at Penn State during his collegiate career.

2. John Hufnagel (1971-1974): Hufnagel was known for his intelligence and passing accuracy,
leading the Nittany Lions to significant victories during his tenure.

3. Tommy McDonald (1969-1971): A dual-threat quarterback, McDonald played a key role in
transitioning the team towards a more dynamic offensive approach.

Joe Paterno Era: The Golden Age of Penn State Football
(1966-1999)

With Joe Paterno at the helm, Penn State became a powerhouse in college football, and the
quarterback position became increasingly critical to the team’s success. This era produced some of
the most memorable players in Penn State history.

Legendary Quarterbacks

1. Kerry Collins (1991-1994): Collins is often regarded as one of the best quarterbacks in Penn State
history. He led the Nittany Lions to a national championship game in 1994 and was the 5th overall
pick in the 1995 NFL Draft.

2. Mike McQueary (1997-2000): Known for his intelligence and ability to read defenses, McQueary
played a crucial role in the team's offensive schemes during his time.

3. Zack Mills (2001-2004): Mills was a versatile player who could run and pass effectively. He set
several school records during his tenure and became a fan favorite.

Quarterback Development

- Coaching Influence: The coaching staff, particularly under Joe Paterno, focused on developing
quarterbacks not just as players, but as leaders. This emphasis on mental preparation helped create
a lineage of successful quarterbacks.

- Offensive Schemes: The introduction of the West Coast offense allowed quarterbacks to maximize
their throwing ability while still maintaining a solid running game.



Modern Era: New Challenges and Innovations (2000-
Present)

As college football entered the 21st century, the game began to change rapidly with the advent of
new offensive schemes and athletic quarterbacks who could both pass and run. Penn State adapted
to these changes, and the quarterback position evolved accordingly.

Recent Standouts

1. Michael Robinson (2002-2005): Robinson's dual-threat ability redefined the quarterback position
at Penn State. He led the Nittany Lions to a Big Ten Championship and was named the Big Ten
Offensive Player of the Year in 2005.

2. Daryl Clark (2006-2009): Clark was instrumental in leading the team to a Rose Bowl victory in
2009. His leadership and efficiency made him a key player in the team’s success during this era.

3. Christian Hackenberg (2013-2015): A highly touted recruit, Hackenberg showed flashes of

brilliance during his time at Penn State. Despite the challenges the team faced during this period, he
set several passing records.

Quarterback Controversies and Challenges

- Transition Period: The aftermath of the 2011 scandal presented unique challenges for the program,
including recruiting and player retention, which directly impacted the quarterback position.

- Coaching Changes: The shifts in coaching staff have influenced the development and style of play
for quarterbacks, leading to varying degrees of success.

The Legacy of Penn State Quarterbacks

The legacy of Penn State QB history is characterized by resilience, talent, and dedication. The
quarterbacks who have donned the blue and white have not only contributed to the team’s success
but have also shaped the culture of Penn State football.

Key Contributions to the Program

- Winning Tradition: Success at the quarterback position has been crucial in establishing Penn State
as a perennial contender in the Big Ten and national rankings.

- NFL Pipeline: Many Penn State quarterbacks have transitioned successfully to the NFL, further
highlighting the program's ability to develop top-tier talent.



- Community Impact: Beyond their on-field success, many former quarterbacks have engaged with
the community, serving as role models and contributing to charitable efforts.

Conclusion

The Penn State QB history is a testament to the evolution of college football and the pivotal role that
quarterbacks play in shaping the identity of a program. From the early days of the sport to the
modern era, the legacy of Penn State quarterbacks is one of passion, success, and resilience. As the
program looks to the future, the foundation laid by past quarterbacks will undoubtedly influence the
next generation of Nittany Lions. The ongoing commitment to excellence at the quarterback position
will ensure that Penn State remains a formidable force in college football for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the greatest quarterback in Penn State
history?

Many fans and analysts consider Kerry Collins, who led the Nittany Lions to a national championship
appearance in 1994, to be the greatest quarterback in Penn State history.

Which Penn State quarterback won the Maxwell Award?

Kerry Collins won the Maxwell Award in 1994, recognizing him as the best player in college football
that season.

What notable achievement did Trace McSorley accomplish at
Penn State?

Trace McSorley became the all-time leader in passing yards and passing touchdowns at Penn State,
solidifying his legacy as one of the top quarterbacks in the program's history.

Who was the starting quarterback for Penn State during their
1982 national championship season?

Todd Blackledge was the starting quarterback for Penn State during their 1982 national
championship season.

What impact did Christian Hackenberg have on the Penn State
program?

Christian Hackenberg was highly touted upon his arrival and became a key player during a
tumultuous time for the program, leading the team through the early years post-Sandusky scandal.



Which Penn State QB was drafted first overall in the NFL
Draft?

Kerry Collins was drafted first overall by the Carolina Panthers in the 1995 NFL Draft.

What is the significance of the 'Quarterback U’ title for Penn
State?

The title 'Quarterback U' signifies Penn State's rich history of producing talented quarterbacks,
including several who have had successful professional careers.

Which Penn State quarterback led the team to a Rose Bowl
victory?
Kerry Collins led the team to a Rose Bowl victory in 1995, where they defeated Oregon.

How did Daryll Clark contribute to Penn State's success?

Daryll Clark was instrumental in leading Penn State to a Big Ten title and a Rose Bowl appearance in
2008, showcasing his leadership and playmaking abilities.
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