
Periodic Table Of Beer Styles

Periodic table of beer styles is a fascinating way to categorize and
understand the vast world of beer. Just as the periodic table organizes
elements based on their properties, the periodic table of beer styles
classifies various beer types according to their characteristics,
ingredients, brewing techniques, and flavors. This classification not only
helps enthusiasts and brewers to navigate through the diverse selection of
beers but also enhances the appreciation of the craft. In this article, we
will explore the different categories of beer styles, their unique features,
and how they relate to one another.

Understanding Beer Styles

Beer styles are defined by various factors, including brewing ingredients,
fermentation methods, and the regions where they originated. The most
recognized organization for beer styles is the Beer Judge Certification
Program (BJCP), which provides a comprehensive list of styles that are widely
accepted by beer enthusiasts and judges alike.

Categories of Beer Styles

The periodic table of beer styles can be broadly divided into several
categories. Here are some of the primary classifications:

Ales



Lagers

Hybrid Styles

Sours

Specialty Beers

Ales

Ales are fermented with top-fermenting yeast at warmer temperatures,
typically between 60-75°F (15-24°C). This results in a beer that is often
more fruity and complex than lagers. Ales can be further divided into several
subcategories:

Pale Ales: These are characterized by a balanced flavor of malt and1.
hops. Examples include American Pale Ale and English Pale Ale.

India Pale Ales (IPAs): Known for their hoppy bitterness and strong2.
flavors, IPAs have become immensely popular. Variations include West
Coast IPA, New England IPA, and Double IPA.

Stouts and Porters: Dark and rich, these beers are brewed with roasted3.
malts. Stouts often have coffee and chocolate flavors, while porters are
generally lighter.

Belgian Ales: These beers often have fruity, spicy flavors due to unique4.
yeast strains. Styles include Belgian Dubbel, Tripel, and Quadrupel.

Lagers

Lagers are fermented with bottom-fermenting yeast at cooler temperatures,
usually between 45-55°F (7-13°C). This process results in a cleaner, crisper
taste. The main categories of lagers include:

Pale Lagers: Light, refreshing, and easy to drink, pale lagers include1.
styles like American Light Lager and German Pilsner.

Dark Lagers: These beers are characterized by their darker color and2.
malty sweetness. Examples include Dunkel and Schwarzbier.

Amber Lagers: With a balanced flavor profile, amber lagers often have a3.



slightly caramel taste. Vienna Lager and Märzen are popular examples.

Hybrid Styles

Hybrid styles are a combination of ale and lager characteristics, often
resulting from unique brewing techniques or yeast strains. Some notable
hybrid styles include:

Kölsch: A German style that is fermented with ale yeast but conditioned
at cooler temperatures, resulting in a light and refreshing beer.

California Common: Also known as steam beer, this style is brewed with
lager yeast at warmer temperatures, giving it a distinct flavor profile.

Sours

Sour beers are intentionally brewed to have a tart or sour flavor, often
through the use of wild yeast strains or bacteria. There are several
subcategories of sour beers:

Berliner Weisse: A low-alcohol, refreshing German wheat beer with a tart1.
finish.

Lambic: A Belgian style that is spontaneously fermented, resulting in2.
complex flavors. Variations include Gueuze and Kriek.

Flanders Red Ale: Known for its deep red color and sour notes, this beer3.
is aged in oak barrels and has a fruity, vinous character.

Specialty Beers

Specialty beers encompass a wide range of styles that don't fit neatly into
the traditional categories. These can include beers brewed with unique
ingredients or innovative techniques. Some examples are:

Fruit Beers: Beers that incorporate fruits like cherries, raspberries,
or citrus, enhancing the flavor profile.



Spiced Beers: These beers are brewed with spices such as coriander,
cinnamon, or ginger, providing additional complexity.

Barrel-Aged Beers: Aged in barrels that previously held spirits or wine,
these beers absorb flavors from the wood and previous contents.

The Importance of Beer Styles

Understanding the periodic table of beer styles is crucial for several
reasons:

Enhancing Appreciation

By recognizing the different styles, beer enthusiasts can better appreciate
the craftsmanship involved in brewing. Each style has its unique history,
ingredients, and brewing methods that contribute to its distinct
characteristics.

Guiding Choices

For casual drinkers and connoisseurs alike, understanding beer styles can
help in making informed choices when selecting beers. Whether you're at a
bar, a brewery, or a beer festival, knowing what to expect from different
styles can enhance the drinking experience.

Encouraging Exploration

The vast variety of beer styles invites exploration. Beer lovers can
experiment with different types of beers, expanding their palate and
discovering new favorites. The periodic table of beer styles serves as a
guide for those looking to venture beyond their usual selections.

Conclusion

The periodic table of beer styles is an invaluable tool for anyone interested
in the world of beer. By categorizing beers based on their characteristics,
brewers and enthusiasts can navigate the complex landscape of flavors,
aromas, and brewing techniques. Whether you're a seasoned expert or a
newcomer to the craft, understanding beer styles will enhance your



appreciation and enjoyment of this beloved beverage. As you explore the wide
array of options, remember to savor every sip and appreciate the artistry
behind each brew. Cheers!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the periodic table of beer styles?
The periodic table of beer styles is a visual representation that categorizes
various beer styles based on their characteristics, ingredients, and brewing
methods, similar to how elements are organized in the chemical periodic
table.

Who created the periodic table of beer styles?
The periodic table of beer styles was created by beer expert and author,
Chris Christie, to help beer enthusiasts easily understand the diversity of
beer styles and their relationships.

How are beer styles categorized in the periodic
table?
Beer styles in the periodic table are categorized based on factors such as
flavor profiles, fermentation methods, alcohol content, and historical
origins, allowing for a systematic approach to understanding different
styles.

What are some examples of beer styles included in
the periodic table?
Examples of beer styles include IPA (India Pale Ale), Stout, Lager, Wheat
Beer, and Sour Beer, each with unique flavor and aroma profiles.

How can the periodic table of beer styles enhance
beer tasting experiences?
The periodic table can enhance tasting experiences by guiding enthusiasts to
explore new styles based on their preferences and understanding the
similarities and differences between various beers.

Are there any resources available to learn more
about the periodic table of beer styles?
Yes, there are various online resources, books, and apps dedicated to the
periodic table of beer styles that provide detailed information about each
style and recommendations for tasting.



How often do beer styles evolve, and does the
periodic table reflect this?
Beer styles continuously evolve with trends in brewing and consumer
preferences. The periodic table is periodically updated to reflect new styles
and variations that emerge in the craft beer industry.

Is the periodic table of beer styles used in
professional brewing?
Yes, many professional brewers and beer judges use the periodic table as a
reference tool to better understand beer styles, develop recipes, and
evaluate beers during competitions.
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