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The Penn State White Out game is one of the most iconic traditions in college football, representing
not only a fierce competitive spirit but also a strong sense of community among fans and students.
This annual event transforms Beaver Stadium into a sea of white, creating a visually stunning and
intimidating atmosphere for opposing teams. In this article, we will explore the history of the White
Out game, the evolution of the tradition, its significance to Penn State University, and memorable
moments that have defined this extraordinary event.

Origins of the White Out Tradition

The White Out tradition began in 2004, but its roots can be traced back to earlier Penn State football
games where fans donned white clothing. The first official White Out occurred during a game against
the University of Michigan on October 15, 2005, which set the stage for what would become a beloved
annual event.

Key Factors Leading to the White Out

Several factors contributed to the inception of the White Out tradition:

1. Increased Team Spirit: As the Penn State Nittany Lions grew in prominence within college football,
the need for a unique identity became apparent. The White Out provided fans with a way to rally
together and show their support for the team.

2. Influence of Other Schools: Other universities had adopted similar themes for their game days.
Penn State sought to create its own unique atmosphere that would rival those in the conference and
beyond.



3. Marketing and Branding: The White Out became an effective marketing tool for the university,
enhancing its brand and drawing attention to the football program. The distinctive look of a stadium
filled with white clothing was visually striking and memorable.

The Evolution of the White Out Game

Since its inception, the White Out game has evolved in various ways, from its organization to its
execution.

Game Selection

Initially, the White Out game was held against high-profile opponents, notably Michigan. Over the
years, the selection of the White Out game has included various rivals and significant matchups, often
determining the stakes of the Big Ten Conference. The criteria for selecting a game include:

- Rivalry Matchups: Games against Ohio State and Michigan State have often been chosen due to
their storied rivalries.
- High-Stakes Games: The White Out has been featured in games that have implications for
conference standings or playoff positioning.

Fan Participation

The success of the White Out heavily relies on the participation of fans. Penn State encourages all
attendees to wear white, and the university often distributes white t-shirts for students and fans to
wear in support of the team. The sense of unity created by this collective action is one of the
hallmarks of the event.

Cultural Significance

The White Out has transcended beyond just a game-day tradition; it has become an integral part of
Penn State's culture. The event showcases the pride and passion of Penn State alumni, students, and
fans. It has fostered a sense of community and belonging, drawing together generations of supporters
who converge in Beaver Stadium.

Memorable Moments in White Out History

As the White Out tradition has grown, so too have the unforgettable moments associated with it. Here
are some of the most memorable games that have defined the White Out experience.



2005: The Inaugural White Out

The inaugural White Out game against Michigan set the stage for what was to come. Penn State won
the game 17-10, claiming victory in front of a raucous crowd dressed in white. This game not only
established the tradition but also showcased the electric atmosphere that would become synonymous
with White Out games.

2008: The Victory over Ohio State

One of the most famous White Out games took place on October 25, 2008, when Penn State faced
Ohio State. The Nittany Lions won 13-6 in a match filled with tension and excitement. The atmosphere
was electric, with fans creating an intimidating environment that played a significant role in the
victory.

2017: A Historic Comeback Against Indiana

On October 28, 2017, Penn State faced Indiana in a thrilling game that featured one of the most
remarkable comebacks in White Out history. After trailing 24-14 in the fourth quarter, the Nittany
Lions rallied to win 45-24. The game captured the resilience of the team and the unwavering support
of the fans, making it a defining moment in the tradition.

2021: The White Out Against Auburn

September 18, 2021, marked another memorable White Out game as Penn State hosted Auburn. The
game was significant not only for its high-profile matchup but also for the return of fans to Beaver
Stadium after the COVID-19 pandemic. The Nittany Lions secured a thrilling 28-20 victory, solidifying
the White Out’s reputation as a formidable home-field advantage.

The Impact of the White Out on Penn State Football

The White Out game has had a profound impact on the success of Penn State football. The
overwhelming support from fans creates an atmosphere that can disrupt opposing teams and
energize the home squad.

Home Field Advantage

The White Out has become a psychological weapon for Penn State. The noise and intensity of the
crowd can be disorienting for visiting teams, often leading to false starts, turnovers, and decreased
performance. The phenomenon of a packed Beaver Stadium filled with passionate fans dressed in
white is intimidating and can shift the momentum of a game.



Recruitment and Exposure

The visibility of the White Out games has also helped Penn State in recruitment efforts. High school
recruits and their families are often drawn to the electric atmosphere, showcasing the passion of the
fan base and the strong football tradition at the university. National broadcasts of White Out games
often highlight the energy and excitement, further enhancing Penn State’s reputation as a premier
football program.

Conclusion

The Penn State White Out game history is a testament to the powerful connection between the
university, its fans, and the football team. From its humble beginnings in 2005 to its status as a
celebrated tradition, the White Out represents unity, pride, and the spirit of competition. The
memorable moments that have transpired during these games not only contribute to the legacy of
Penn State football but also create lasting memories for generations of fans. As the tradition
continues to evolve, one thing remains clear: the White Out is an integral part of what makes Penn
State football special.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Penn State White Out game?
The Penn State White Out game is a tradition where fans wear white to create a unified and visually
striking atmosphere in Beaver Stadium. It typically occurs during a key home game and serves to
intimidate opponents while showcasing the passionate support of Penn State fans.

When did the White Out tradition at Penn State begin?
The White Out tradition began in 2004 during a game against Purdue. The fans wore white shirts to
create a coordinated look, and it has since become an annual event for select home games.

Which game is considered the most memorable White Out in
Penn State history?
The most memorable White Out game is often cited as the 2005 game against Ohio State, where
Penn State won 17-10. The electrifying atmosphere and the significance of the matchup contributed
to its legendary status.

How does the White Out game affect team performance?
The White Out game is believed to positively affect team performance by creating an intimidating
environment for opponents, boosting player morale, and fostering a sense of unity among fans and
players.



What are some notable outcomes of Penn State White Out
games?
Notable outcomes include victories over ranked teams like Ohio State in 2005 and Michigan in 2017,
which reinforced the White Out's reputation as a game where Penn State often excels.

How do fans prepare for the White Out game?
Fans prepare for the White Out game by wearing white clothing, often purchasing special White Out
shirts, and arriving early to participate in pre-game festivities and tailgating.

What impact has the White Out tradition had on college
football culture?
The White Out tradition has significantly impacted college football culture, setting a standard for fan
involvement and stadium atmosphere, inspiring other schools to create their own themed games.
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