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Pfaff 238 sewing machine manual is a crucial resource for anyone looking to understand the
functionalities, maintenance, and operation of this vintage yet reliable sewing machine. The Pfaff
238, known for its robust construction and versatility, is often favored by both hobbyists and
professional seamstresses. In this article, we will delve into the various aspects of the Pfaff 238
sewing machine, including its features, settings, maintenance tips, and troubleshooting advice, all of
which can be found in the manual.

Overview of the Pfaff 238 Sewing Machine

The Pfaff 238 sewing machine was first introduced in the 1960s and has since gained a reputation



for durability and ease of use. It is a mechanical sewing machine, which means it operates through a
series of gears and levers rather than electronic components. This design allows for precise control
over stitches and settings, making it a preferred choice for sewing enthusiasts who appreciate
traditional sewing methods.

Key Features

The Pfaff 238 comes equipped with a variety of features that enhance its usability:

1. Straight and Zigzag Stitches: The machine offers multiple stitch options, including straight and
zigzag stitches, allowing for a wide range of sewing applications.

2. Adjustable Stitch Width and Length: Users can customize the width and length of stitches,
providing versatility for different fabric types and sewing techniques.

3. Drop Feed Mechanism: This feature enables free-motion quilting and embroidery by dropping the
feed dogs, allowing the fabric to move freely beneath the presser foot.

4. Built-in Needle Threader: A convenient built-in needle threader simplifies the threading process,
saving time and effort.

5. Heavy-Duty Construction: The machine's solid metal construction ensures longevity and stability
during operation.

Getting Started with the Pfaff 238

Before you begin sewing, it is essential to familiarize yourself with the machine's components and
settings. The Pfaff 238 sewing machine manual provides detailed diagrams and explanations of each
part, making it easier for users to navigate.

Basic Parts of the Pfaff 238

Understanding the main components of your sewing machine can significantly enhance your sewing
experience. Here are the key parts you should know:

- Power Switch: Turns the machine on and off.

- Foot Pedal: Controls the speed of the sewing machine.

- Needle: The part that penetrates the fabric to create stitches.

- Presser Foot: Holds the fabric in place as you sew.

- Bobbin Compartment: Houses the bobbin, which stores the lower thread.

- Tension Dial: Adjusts the tension of the upper thread to ensure balanced stitches.
- Stitch Selector: Allows you to choose different stitch types.

Threading the Machine

Threading the Pfaff 238 can seem daunting at first, but following the steps outlined in the manual
can make the process straightforward:



1. Raise the Presser Foot: This releases the tension on the upper thread.

2. Place the Thread on the Spool Pin: Ensure the thread unwinds in the correct direction.

3. Guide the Thread through the Tension Mechanism: Follow the marked path on the machine.
4. Thread the Needle: Use the built-in needle threader for ease.

Bobbin Winding and Insertion

Winding the bobbin correctly is crucial for smooth sewing. Here’s how to do it:
1. Remove the Bobbin: Take it out of the bobbin compartment.

2. Position the Bobbin on the Winder: Ensure it is seated correctly.

3. Thread the Bobbin Winder: Follow the manual's instructions closely.

4. Start Winding: Press the foot pedal lightly to begin winding the thread onto the bobbin.
5. Insert the Bobbin: Place the wound bobbin back into the compartment.

Sewing Techniques with the Pfaff 238

The Pfaff 238 excels at various sewing techniques, whether you’'re a beginner learning the ropes or
an experienced seamstress tackling complex projects.

Basic Sewing Techniques

For those new to sewing, here are some fundamental techniques to master:
- Straight Stitching: Used for seams and hems. Adjust the stitch length for different fabric types.

- Zigzag Stitching: Ideal for finishing edges and creating decorative patterns. Adjust the width as
needed.

Advanced Techniques

Once you’re comfortable with basic techniques, consider exploring these advanced sewing methods:

- Free-Motion Quilting: With the feed dogs dropped, you can move the fabric freely to create
intricate quilt patterns.

- Buttonholes: The Pfaff 238 has a buttonhole function that allows you to create professional-looking
buttonholes easily.

Maintenance Tips for Your Pfaff 238

Regular maintenance is essential for keeping your Pfaff 238 in optimal working condition. The
manual contains vital information on how to care for your machine properly.



Cleaning and Oiling

- Remove Dust and Lint: Regularly clean the feed dogs and surrounding areas to prevent buildup.
- Oil the Machine: Use sewing machine oil as recommended in the manual. Apply oil to designated
areas to ensure smooth operation.

Regular Checks

- Check the Needle: Replace the needle regularly to avoid skipped stitches.
- Inspect the Bobbin Case: Ensure it is clean and free of thread tangles.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper care, you may encounter issues while using your Pfaff 238. The manual provides
troubleshooting guidance for common problems:

Common Problems and Solutions

- Machine Won't Sew: Check if the machine is plugged in, the power switch is on, and the foot pedal
is functioning.

- Thread Bunching: This may occur due to incorrect threading or tension settings. Rethread the
machine and adjust the tension dial.

- Skipped Stitches: Ensure the needle is inserted correctly and is not damaged. Also, check that you
are using the appropriate needle for your fabric.

Conclusion

The Pfaff 238 sewing machine manual is an invaluable tool that not only guides users in
operating the machine but also helps them troubleshoot issues and maintain the machine effectively.
By understanding the features, techniques, and maintenance tips outlined in the manual, users can
enhance their sewing experience and prolong the life of their Pfaff 238. Whether you are sewing
simple garments or intricate quilts, this reliable machine can meet your sewing needs with precision
and ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the Pfaff 238 sewing machine manual?

You can find the Pfaff 238 sewing machine manual on the official Pfaff website, sewing machine
forums, or third-party sites that specialize in vintage sewing machine manuals.



What types of stitches can the Pfaff 238 sewing machine
perform?

The Pfaff 238 sewing machine is capable of performing a variety of stitches, including straight,
zigzag, and decorative stitches, making it versatile for different sewing projects.

Is the Pfaff 238 sewing machine suitable for beginners?

Yes, the Pfaff 238 sewing machine is considered beginner-friendly due to its straightforward controls
and solid construction, making it a great choice for novice sewers.

What are some common issues with the Pfaff 238 sewing
machine and how can I troubleshoot them?

Common issues include thread jamming and uneven stitching. Troubleshooting can involve checking
the threading, ensuring the needle is correctly installed, and cleaning the bobbin area.

How do I adjust the tension on the Pfaff 238 sewing machine?

To adjust the tension on the Pfaff 238, locate the tension dial, typically found on the front or side of
the machine, and turn it to increase or decrease the tension depending on your fabric and thread

type.

What accessories are recommended for the Pfaff 238 sewing
machine?

Recommended accessories for the Pfaff 238 include different presser feet (like zipper and walking
feet), extra needles, a sewing machine cover, and a variety of threads suitable for different fabrics.

Can I use modern sewing machine feet with the Pfaff 238?

While some modern sewing machine feet may fit, it's best to use feet specifically designed for the
Pfaff 238 to ensure compatibility and optimal performance.
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ultimate design dreams and meet a sewist's every need.

Pfaff Sewing Machines in Canada - Linda's Quilt Shoppe
Take your sewing work to new heights with Pfaff sewing machines Canada from Linda's Quilt
Shoppe. Get Pfaff sewing machines Kelowna BC at the best price.

PFAFF Official Site - Sewing & Embroidery | PFAFF®
Welcome to the official PFAFF website. PFAFF offers best-in-class sewing machines, quilting
machines, embroidery machines and overlock machines to realise your ultimate design ...

PFAFF Machines
The PFAFF® creative expect ™ 350 sewing and embroidery machine has modern features making it
possible to create customized design layouts, make unique stitch sequences, ...

Our Divisions - Pfaff Automotive Partners in Canada
From sales to service and everything in between, you can rely on the automotive experts who are
part of the Pfaff auto brands. Explore our divisions today.

Pfaff Machines | Sew Inspired | Arnprior, ON, CA
For 160 years, PFAFF® has developed premium sewing machines distinguished by their
sophisticated appearance, superior performance and ultimate design freedom. The new, ...

PFAFF® Sewing Machines | Innovative German Engineering & IDT™

Choosing a PFAFF® sewing machine means choosing a partner built for the discerning sewist. Our
machines are meticulously engineered in Germany, known for their robust construction, ...

PFAFF Sewing & Embroidery Machines
PFAFF offers best-in-class sewing, quilting, embroidery and overlock machines to realise your
ultimate design dreams and meet a sewist's every need.

Pfaff Machines | Quilters' Den
Every PFAFF machine is made with precise engineering and quality materials. Just think what a
great machine will do for you! We always have a wide selection of PFAFF sewing, quilting and ...

Car Dealerships Southern Ontario | Pfaff Automotive Partners
Pfaff Automotive Partners sells and services all vehicles in Southern Ontario and British Columbia.
Contact us today to learn more or to ...

PFAFF Sewing & Embroidery Machines | PFAFF® - Singer.com
PFAFF offers best-in-class sewing, quilting, embroidery and overlock machines to realise your
ultimate design dreams and meet a ...

Pfaff Sewing Machines in Canada - Linda's Quilt Shoppe
Take your sewing work to new heights with Pfaff sewing machines Canada from Linda's Quilt
Shoppe. Get Pfaff sewing machines Kelowna ...

PFAFF Official Site - Sewing & Embroidery | PFAFF®
Welcome to the official PFAFF website. PFAFF offers best-in-class sewing machines, quilting
machines, embroidery machines and overlock ...

PFAFF Machines



The PFAFF® creative expect ™ 350 sewing and embroidery machine has modern features making it
possible to create customized ...

Unlock the full potential of your Pfaff 238 sewing machine with our comprehensive manual. Learn
how to master its features and enhance your sewing skills. Discover how!
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