
Penny Density Lab Answer Key

Penny density lab answer key is a crucial resource for students conducting experiments to
determine the density of a penny, which typically involves measurement and calculation.
Understanding the principles behind this lab can enhance students' comprehension of
density, a fundamental concept in both chemistry and physics. This article will delve into
the methodology of the penny density lab, the calculations involved, potential sources of
error, and provide a comprehensive answer key to guide students through their
experiments.

Understanding Density

Density is defined as mass per unit volume. It is a physical property that can help identify
substances and understand their behavior in different contexts. The formula for density is:

\[ \text{Density} = \frac{\text{Mass}}{\text{Volume}} \]

In this lab, students will specifically explore the density of a penny by measuring its mass
and volume.

Importance of the Penny Density Lab

The penny density lab serves several educational purposes:

1. Hands-on Experience: Students engage in practical experimentation, which reinforces
theoretical concepts learned in class.
2. Measurement Skills: The lab requires precise measurement of mass and volume, which
enhances students' skills in using laboratory tools.
3. Understanding Materials: Students learn about the composition of pennies and how
materials with different densities interact with one another.



4. Application of Formulas: The lab emphasizes the application of the density formula in a
real-world context.

Materials Required for the Lab

To conduct the penny density lab, students will need the following materials:

- A digital or triple beam balance (for measuring mass)
- A graduated cylinder or measuring cup (for measuring volume)
- A sufficient number of pennies (preferably from different years for comparison)
- Water (for measuring the volume of the penny)
- A ruler (for measuring dimensions if necessary)
- A calculator (for performing density calculations)
- A notebook (for recording observations and calculations)

Procedure for the Penny Density Lab

The procedure can be broken down into several steps to ensure accuracy:

1. Measure the Mass of the Penny
- Use the balance to measure the mass of a single penny.
- Record the mass in grams.

2. Determine the Volume of the Penny
- Fill the graduated cylinder with a measured amount of water (record this initial volume).
- Carefully submerge the penny in the water.
- Record the new water level to determine the volume displacement caused by the penny.
- Calculate the volume of the penny by subtracting the initial water level from the new
water level.

3. Calculate the Density
- Use the recorded mass and the calculated volume to determine the density of the penny
using the formula:
\[ \text{Density} = \frac{\text{Mass}}{\text{Volume}} \]

4. Repeat for Multiple Pennies
- Repeat the process for several pennies to compare results and analyze variations based
on minting years or materials.

Calculating Density: An Example

Let’s assume a student measures the following:

- Mass of a penny: 2.5 grams



- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level after submerging the penny: 53 mL

To find the volume of the penny:

\[ \text{Volume} = \text{New water level} - \text{Initial water level} = 53 \, \text{mL} -
50 \, \text{mL} = 3 \, \text{mL} \]

Now, calculate the density:

\[ \text{Density} = \frac{2.5 \, \text{grams}}{3 \, \text{mL}} = 0.833 \, \text{g/mL} \]

This example demonstrates how students can derive density values through
straightforward calculations.

Common Sources of Error in the Penny Density
Lab

While conducting experiments, students may encounter several sources of error that can
affect their results. Awareness of these errors can help improve future experiments:

1. Measurement Inaccuracies:
- Using a balance that is not calibrated can lead to incorrect mass readings.
- Graduated cylinders may have parallax errors if students do not read the meniscus at eye
level.

2. Air Bubbles:
- Air bubbles on the surface of the penny can alter the water displacement measurement,
leading to inaccuracies.

3. Temperature Variations:
- Temperature can affect water density and, consequently, the calculations if not
accounted for.

4. Inconsistent Water Levels:
- Not starting with the same initial water level for each measurement may lead to
inconsistencies.

5. Contamination:
- Residues on the penny or in the graduated cylinder can affect mass and volume
measurements.

Penny Density Lab Answer Key

To assist students in their understanding and analysis of the lab results, here is a sample
answer key based on hypothetical measurements:



1. Penny A:
- Mass: 2.5 grams
- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level: 53 mL
- Volume: 3 mL
- Density: 0.833 g/mL

2. Penny B:
- Mass: 2.4 grams
- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level: 52 mL
- Volume: 2 mL
- Density: 1.2 g/mL

3. Penny C:
- Mass: 2.6 grams
- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level: 54 mL
- Volume: 4 mL
- Density: 0.65 g/mL

4. Penny D:
- Mass: 2.7 grams
- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level: 53 mL
- Volume: 3 mL
- Density: 0.9 g/mL

5. Penny E:
- Mass: 2.8 grams
- Initial water level: 50 mL
- New water level: 55 mL
- Volume: 5 mL
- Density: 0.56 g/mL

Conclusion

The penny density lab answer key provides students with a valuable tool to verify their
results and understand the underlying principles of density. By engaging in this practical
experiment, students not only learn how to measure mass and volume but also appreciate
the significance of precision in scientific experimentation. As they analyze their findings
and consider potential errors, they deepen their understanding of the density concept,
preparing them for more advanced studies in science.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of the penny density lab?
The penny density lab aims to teach students about density, mass, and volume by
calculating the density of pennies and understanding how these concepts apply to real-
world objects.

How do you calculate the density of a penny in the lab?
Density is calculated using the formula density = mass/volume. In the lab, you measure
the mass of the pennies using a scale and the volume by using water displacement or
measuring dimensions.

What materials are typically used in the penny density
lab?
Common materials include a scale for measuring mass, a graduated cylinder or water
displacement container for measuring volume, and a set of pennies.

Why might the density of a penny vary from one coin to
another?
The density of a penny may vary due to differences in material composition, wear and tear
over time, or the specific minting process used for different years.

What is the expected density range for a penny?
The expected density of a penny is approximately 8.1 grams per cubic centimeter, but this
can vary slightly depending on the year and composition of the coin.

How can the penny density lab help students
understand scientific concepts?
The lab provides hands-on experience with measurement, data collection, and analysis,
reinforcing concepts such as density, units of measurement, and the scientific method.

What are some common mistakes students make during
the penny density lab?
Common mistakes include not measuring the mass and volume accurately, failing to
account for the water level accurately in displacement measurements, and not
understanding how to calculate density properly.
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