Peabody Hotel Ducks History

Peabody Hotel ducks history is a fascinating tale that blends tradition, hospitality, and a unique charm that
has made the Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee, a landmark attraction. The story of the hotel ducks is
more than just a quirky hotel feature; it is a rich history that dates back to the 1930s, symbolizing a unique
blend of Southern hospitality and whimsy that has captivated guests for generations. This article explores
the origins, traditions, and cultural significance of the Peabody ducks, as well as their continued legacy in

the modern era.

Origins of the Peabody Ducks

The Early Days

The origin of the Peabody ducks can be traced back to the 1930s, specifically 1933, when the hotel was first
opened at its current location on Union Avenue. The story goes that the hotel's general manager, a man
named Frank Schutt, returned from a hunting trip in Arkansas. During his trip, he and a friend decided to
use some live ducks as a practical joke. They placed the ducks, which were actually a pair of North

American mallards, in the hotel’s fountain, leading to a delightful spectacle for guests.

Adoption of the Tradition

The initial prank quickly became a beloved tradition. After the positive reception of the ducks, Schutt and

the hotel management decided to formalize the event. They began to have the ducks march through the



hotel lobby every morning and evening, creating a delightful spectacle that still continues today. The
Peabody Hotel established a strict routine for the ducks, which would involve them being trained to march

to and from the fountain in the hotel lobby.

Establishing the Duck Master Role

As the popularity of the ducks grew, the Peabody Hotel appointed a “Duck Master” to oversee their care
and ensure the smooth running of the daily procession. This role has become an integral part of the hotel’s
heritage. Duck Masters are responsible for the ducks’ well-being and for conducting the ceremonial march

through the hotel lobby, which has become a key attraction for guests and visitors alike.

The Duck March Ceremony

The Morning and Evening Procession

The Duck March is one of the most anticipated events at the Peabody Hotel. Each day, the ducks march
from their suite on the rooftop to the grand lobby, where they take a dip in the fountain. This charming

procession takes place twice a day:

1. Morning March: The ducks make their way from their rooftop residence to the lobby at 11:00 AM. The
lobby fills with hotel guests and visitors, all eager to witness the spectacle as the ducks waddle, led by the
Duck Master.

2. Evening March: At 5:00 PM, the ducks march back to their suite. This event marks the end of their
public appearances for the day. Guests often gather to capture the moment, creating a lively atmosphere in

the lobby.

Setting the Scene

The lobby of the Peabody Hotel, with its grand architecture and elegant decor, serves as the perfect
backdrop for the Duck March. Guests often watch from the balconies and ground level, creating a festive
environment where the simple act of ducks waddling becomes an extraordinary experience. The ducks are
often accompanied by an array of guests, from families to tourists, all sharing in the joy of this whimsical

tradition.

Duck Care and Management



Living Quarters

The Peabody ducks reside in a luxurious penthouse suite located on the roof of the hotel. The suite is
specially designed to ensure the ducks are comfortable and well-cared for. It includes a wading pool for the
ducks to swim in and plenty of space for them to roam. The hotel staff is committed to maintaining a high

standard of care for the ducks, ensuring their health and happiness.

Diet and Health

The diet of the Peabody ducks consists primarily of duck pellets, fresh vegetables, and occasional treats such
as grapes and peas. The hotel employs a veterinarian to monitor their health, ensuring that the ducks
receive regular check-ups. The commitment to the ducks’ well-being is evident in the care and attention

given to them by the staff.

Cultural Significance of the Peabody Ducks

A Symbol of Southern Hospitality

The Peabody ducks have become synonymous with Southern hospitality and charm. Their presence in the
hotel serves as a reminder of the playful and welcoming spirit that characterizes the South. The ducks have
helped position the Peabody Hotel as a destination that embraces both tradition and uniqueness, attracting

visitors from around the world.

Tourism and Economic Impact

The Duck March attracts thousands of visitors each year, contributing significantly to the hotel's tourism
revenue. The unique experience of seeing the ducks has made the Peabody Hotel a must-visit location in
Memphis. Many families plan their trips around the Duck March, often returning year after year to relive
the experience. This influx of visitors has a positive impact on the local economy as well, supporting nearby

businesses and attractions.

Modern-Day Legacy

Continuing the Tradition

The Peabody ducks continue to be a beloved attraction in Memphis, drawing attention and admiration from

guests of all ages. The tradition has remained strong despite changes in the hospitality industry, adapting to



modern trends while maintaining the charm that has made it famous. The hotel often hosts special events

and promotions centered around the ducks, ensuring they remain in the hearts of both locals and tourists.

Media and Popular Culture

The Peabody ducks have made appearances in various forms of media, including television shows, news
segments, and documentaries. Their quirky charm and the unique tradition surrounding them have
captured the attention of many, further solidifying their status as cultural icons. The story of the Peabody
ducks has been featured in travel guides and magazines, emphasizing their significance in American

hospitality.

Educational Programs

The Peabody Hotel has also embraced the educational aspect of its duck tradition. The hotel organizes
programs for children and families that focus on wildlife, conservation, and animal care. These initiatives
not only educate guests about the ducks but also foster a sense of responsibility towards animals and the

environment.

Conclusion

The Peabody Hotel ducks history is a delightful story that embodies the spirit of whimsy and hospitality
that characterizes Memphis. From their humble beginnings as a hunting prank to becoming a cherished
tradition, the ducks have captured the hearts of many and created lasting memories for generations of
guests. As the Peabody Hotel continues to uphold this unique tradition, the legacy of the ducks remains a
shining example of how a simple idea can grow into something extraordinary, bringing joy and charm to
all who visit. Whether you are a local or a traveler, witnessing the Peabody Duck March is an experience

that is not to be missed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Peabody Hotel ducks?

The tradition of the Peabody Hotel ducks began in 1933 when the hotel's general manager, Frank Schutt,

returned from a hunting trip in Arkansas and decided to bring back some live ducks to entertain guests.

How often do the Peabody Hotel ducks march?

The Peabody Hotel ducks march to and from the lobby to the fountain twice a day, at 11 AM and 5 PM, in

a ceremonial procession that attracts many visitors.



What type of ducks are featured at the Peabody Hotel?

The ducks featured at the Peabody Hotel are American Pekin ducks, known for their distinctive white

feathers and friendly disposition.

How has the Peabody Hotel ducks tradition evolved over the years?

The Peabody Hotel ducks tradition has evolved to include a dedicated 'Duckmaster’ who oversees the care

of the ducks and the daily ceremonies, enhancing the experience for guests and visitors.

What impact have the Peabody Hotel ducks had on tourism in Memphis?

The Peabody Hotel ducks have become a beloved symbol of Memphis, significantly boosting tourism as

visitors come to witness the unique daily duck parade and enjoy the hotel's historic ambiance.
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Peabody - Home
Peabody is the leading global pure-play coal company and a member of the Fortune 500, serving
power and steel customers in more than 25 countries ...

Peabody - SEC Filings
Peabody - SEC Filings

Peabody - Land and Biodiversity
Over the past five years, Peabody has restored one acre of mined land for every acre disturbed,
including restoring more than 3,200 acres of ...

Peabody - Annual Report
Peabody is a leading coal producer, providing essential products for the production of affordable,
reliable energy and steel. Our commitment ...

Peabody - Climate
While Peabody has not established specific targets related to the reduction of Scope 3 emissions, we
will continue to support our customers’ and ...

Peabody - Home
Peabody is the leading global pure-play coal company and a member of the Fortune 500, serving
power and steel customers in more than 25 countries on six continents.
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Peabody - Land and Biodiversity
Over the past five years, Peabody has restored one acre of mined land for every acre disturbed,
including restoring more than 3,200 acres of land in 2023. These lands will now serve as ...

Peabody - Annual Report
Peabody is a leading coal producer, providing essential products for the production of affordable,
reliable energy and steel. Our commitment to sustainability underpins everything we do and ...

Peabody - Climate
While Peabody has not established specific targets related to the reduction of Scope 3 emissions, we
will continue to support our customers’ and suppliers’ emission reduction goals through ...

Peabody to Acquire Tier 1 Australian Metallurgical Coal Assets ...
While Peabody has not yet established specific targets related to the reduction of its Scope 3

emissions, the Peabody Board has communicated its aspirations to reach net-zero emissions ...

Peabody - Investor Center
Environmental, Social and Governance Peabody’s commitment to sustainability underpins our
activities today and helps to shape our strategy for the future.

Peabody - Shoal Creek Mine
Peabody is a leading coal producer, providing essential products for the production of affordable,
reliable energy and steel. Our commitment to sustainability underpins everything we do and ...

Peabody - U.S. Mining
Peabody is a leading coal producer, providing essential products for the production of affordable,
reliable energy and steel. Our commitment to sustainability underpins everything we do and ...

Peabody - Twentymile Mine

Peabody is a leading coal producer, providing essential products for the production of affordable,
reliable energy and steel. Our commitment to sustainability underpins everything we do and ...

Explore the fascinating history of the Peabody Hotel ducks and their beloved daily parade. Discover
how this unique tradition began. Learn more!

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

