
Pericles Funeral Oration Questions And
Answers

Pericles' Funeral Oration is one of the most celebrated speeches in history, delivered by the Athenian general
Pericles during the Peloponnesian War. This oration serves as a tribute to the fallen soldiers of Athens and
encapsulates the ideals of Athenian democracy and civic virtue. In this article, we will explore some common
questions surrounding Pericles' Funeral Oration, providing in-depth answers to enhance understanding of this
significant historical text.

Background of Pericles’ Funeral Oration

The Funeral Oration was delivered in 431 BCE during a public funeral for the first casualties of the
Peloponnesian War. The Athenian practice involved honoring those who died in battle with a public ceremony,
where prominent leaders would extol the virtues of the deceased and the city they fought for. Pericles, as the
leader of Athens at the time, was chosen to deliver this eulogy.

What are the main themes of Pericles’ Funeral Oration?

The Funeral Oration encompasses several key themes:

1. Democracy: Pericles emphasizes the democratic ideals of Athens, highlighting how the city is governed by the
people and for the people.
2. Honor and Sacrifice: He pays tribute to the fallen soldiers, portraying their sacrifice as noble and essential
for the preservation of the city-state.
3. Athenian Exceptionalism: Pericles promotes the idea that Athens is superior to other city-states, both in its
democratic values and cultural achievements.
4. Unity and Patriotism: The oration calls for unity among citizens, encouraging them to support one another



and the state in times of war.

Why is Pericles’ Funeral Oration significant?

The significance of Pericles’ Funeral Oration can be understood through several lenses:

- Historical Context: It provides insight into Athenian society during the Peloponnesian War, illustrating the
values and beliefs that shaped their identity.
- Rhetorical Mastery: The oration is a prime example of effective rhetoric, showcasing techniques that enhance
persuasion and emotional appeal.
- Civic Responsibility: Pericles’ message underscores the importance of civic duty and participation in democracy,
which resonates with contemporary discussions about citizenship.

Questions and Answers about Pericles’ Funeral Oration

Below are some frequently asked questions regarding Pericles’ Funeral Oration, along with detailed answers.

1. What rhetorical devices does Pericles use in his oration?

Pericles employs a variety of rhetorical devices to enhance the effectiveness of his speech, including:

- Anaphora: The repetition of phrases at the beginning of sentences, which emphasizes key ideas and creates a
rhythmic quality.
- Antithesis: Contrasting ideas are presented to highlight the differences between Athenian democracy and other
forms of governance.
- Metaphor: Pericles uses metaphors to convey complex ideas in relatable terms, such as referring to Athens as
a "school of Hellas" to illustrate its role as a cultural leader.

2. How does Pericles define democracy in his oration?

Pericles presents democracy as a system characterized by equality and freedom. He highlights that:

- Participation: All citizens have the right to participate in decision-making processes, regardless of social
class.
- Rule of Law: The laws apply equally to all, ensuring that justice prevails without favoritism.
- Civic Duty: He encourages citizens to actively engage in public life and contribute to the welfare of the state,
emphasizing that such involvement is vital for the preservation of democracy.

3. In what ways does Pericles address the concept of sacrifice?

Pericles addresses sacrifice by emphasizing the honor associated with dying for one’s city. His key points include:

- Nobility of the Fallen: He describes the soldiers as heroes who chose to protect their homeland, thus
elevating their sacrifice to a noble ideal.
- Legacy: Pericles suggests that the sacrifices made by these soldiers will inspire future generations, creating a
legacy that reinforces the values of freedom and democracy.
- Emotional Appeal: Through his oratory, he evokes emotions of pride and sorrow, encouraging the living to
remember and honor those who died for the greater good.



4. How does Pericles portray the Athenian way of life?

Pericles paints a picture of an idealized Athenian life characterized by:

- Cultural Flourishing: He emphasizes the arts, philosophy, and education, portraying Athens as a center of
culture and intellect.
- Freedom and Leisure: Pericles notes that Athenians enjoy a lifestyle that allows for personal freedom and
leisure, which he argues is made possible through their democratic governance.
- Military Strength: He highlights the importance of a strong military, asserting that it protects their way of
life and enables the city to flourish.

5. What is the impact of Pericles’ Funeral Oration on modern democracy?

The oration has a lasting impact on modern democratic thought in several ways:

- Inspirational Model: Pericles’ emphasis on civic responsibility and the importance of participation in governance
serves as an inspiration for contemporary democratic movements.
- Civic Virtue: His call for citizens to engage actively in their communities resonates with modern notions of
civic duty and social responsibility.
- Legacy of Rhetoric: The oration is studied as a model of effective public speaking, influencing generations of
leaders and orators in their quest to persuade and inspire audiences.

Conclusion

Pericles’ Funeral Oration remains a timeless piece of rhetoric that encapsulates the ideals of Athenian
democracy, reflecting themes of honor, sacrifice, and civic responsibility. Through an exploration of common
questions and answers, we gain a deeper understanding of the significance of this speech in both its historical
context and its relevance today. By examining the rhetorical devices, themes, and lasting impact of Pericles’
words, we not only honor the memory of those who fought for their city but also reaffirm the values that
underpin democratic society. As we reflect on this powerful oration, we are reminded of the importance of
engaging in civic life and upholding the principles of freedom and equality that define us as citizens.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Pericles' Funeral Oration?
The main theme of Pericles' Funeral Oration is the celebration of democracy and the valor of the Athenian
soldiers who died in battle, emphasizing the virtues of freedom, civic responsibility, and the greatness of the
Athenian state.

What historical context surrounds Pericles' Funeral Oration?
Pericles' Funeral Oration was delivered in 431 BC during the Peloponnesian War, as part of the public funeral
for those who died in the early battles of the conflict, reflecting on the loss and the values of Athenian
society.

How does Pericles define democracy in his oration?
Pericles defines democracy as a government where power is in the hands of the many rather than the few,
highlighting the idea of equal participation and the importance of civic engagement among citizens.



What rhetorical techniques does Pericles use in his oration?
Pericles uses various rhetorical techniques, including pathos to evoke emotions, ethos to establish credibility,
and logos to present logical arguments about the virtues of Athenian democracy and the sacrifices of the
fallen.

How does Pericles honor the fallen soldiers?
Pericles honors the fallen soldiers by praising their bravery and sacrifice, stating that their deeds have
immortalized them and that they have left a legacy of heroism that inspires future generations.

What does Pericles say about the role of the individual in society?
Pericles emphasizes that the individual plays a crucial role in society, advocating that citizens should
contribute to the common good and participate actively in the democratic processes of Athens.

What impact did Pericles’ Funeral Oration have on Athenian society?
Pericles’ Funeral Oration had a profound impact on Athenian society by reinforcing the values of democracy,
unity, and civic duty, encouraging citizens to uphold these ideals even in times of hardship.

How does Pericles address the concept of honor in his speech?
Pericles addresses honor by asserting that the ultimate honor lies in the willingness to sacrifice for the state,
equating the glory of the fallen with the highest ideals of Athenian citizenship and loyalty.

What is the significance of the phrase 'the greatest tribute' in Pericles'
oration?
The phrase 'the greatest tribute' signifies that the best way to honor those who died is to continue to live
according to the principles they fought for, ensuring that their sacrifice leads to the preservation and
enhancement of Athenian democracy.

In what ways does Pericles’ Funeral Oration reflect the values of Ancient
Greece?
Pericles’ Funeral Oration reflects the values of Ancient Greece by highlighting the importance of civic duty, the
honor of soldiers, the celebration of democracy, and the idea that personal sacrifice contributes to the
greater good of the city-state.
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