
Pertronix Ignition Wiring Diagram

Pertronix ignition wiring diagram is an essential resource for automotive enthusiasts looking to
upgrade or troubleshoot their ignition systems. This technology is widely recognized for its reliability
and performance, making it a popular choice among classic car restorers and modern vehicle
performance tuners alike. Understanding how to read and implement a Pertronix ignition wiring
diagram can significantly enhance your vehicle's performance and reliability. This article will provide
an in-depth look at the Pertronix ignition system, its wiring diagrams, and tips for successful
installation.

What is Pertronix Ignition?

Pertronix Ignition is a brand that specializes in ignition system upgrades for various types of vehicles,
particularly classic cars. Their products replace traditional points and condenser ignition systems with
high-performance electronic ignition systems. The advantages of using Pertronix Ignition include:

Improved ignition timing

Increased fuel efficiency

Enhanced engine performance

Reduced maintenance

The key component of this system is the Ignitor module, which replaces the mechanical points found



in conventional ignition systems. This upgrade leads to more consistent spark generation, which is
crucial for optimal engine performance.

Understanding the Pertronix Ignition Wiring Diagram

When it comes to installing a Pertronix ignition system, the wiring diagram serves as a roadmap. It
illustrates how to connect the various components of the ignition system to ensure proper
functionality. Here are the primary components typically depicted in a Pertronix ignition wiring
diagram:

Key Components

Ignitor Module: Replaces the mechanical points.

Coil: Provides the necessary voltage to create a spark.

Power Source: Supplies power to the ignition system.

Distributor: Distributes the spark to the correct cylinder.

Each of these components plays a vital role in the ignition process, and understanding their
connections is crucial for a successful installation.

Wiring Diagram Breakdown

A typical Pertronix ignition wiring diagram outlines the connections between the Ignitor module, coil,
power source, and distributor. Here’s a closer look at how these components are wired together:

Step-by-Step Wiring Instructions

1. Disconnect the Battery:
- Before starting any wiring, ensure that the vehicle's battery is disconnected to avoid electrical
shocks or short circuits.

2. Locate the Ignitor Module:
- Remove the distributor cap to access the points. The Ignitor module will fit into the same location as
the mechanical points.

3. Connect the Ignitor Module:
- Follow the wiring diagram to connect the Ignitor module. Typically, you will see:



- A wire from the Ignitor to the negative terminal of the coil.
- A wire from the Ignitor to the power source (usually the ignition switch).

4. Connect the Coil:
- The coil will have two terminals: positive and negative. Connect the positive terminal to the battery
power source and the negative terminal to the Ignitor module.

5. Reconnect the Distributor:
- Ensure that the distributor is properly seated and that all connections are secure.

6. Double-Check Connections:
- Go through the wiring diagram again to ensure all connections are correct.

7. Reconnect the Battery:
- Once you have verified all connections, reconnect the battery.

8. Test the System:
- Turn the ignition key to the "on" position and check for a spark at the coil. If everything is connected
correctly, you should see a strong spark.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Despite the straightforward nature of the wiring process, issues can still arise. Below are some
common problems and troubleshooting tips:

Problems and Solutions

No Spark:
- Ensure that the wiring connections are secure and correct.
- Check the coil's positive and negative terminals for continuity.

Intermittent Spark:
- Inspect the Ignitor module for damage.
- Look for loose connections or damaged wires.

Engine Misfires:
- Check the spark plug gap and the quality of the plugs.
- Inspect the distributor cap and rotor for wear or damage.

If problems persist, consulting the Pertronix installation manual or seeking help from a professional
mechanic can be beneficial.



Benefits of Upgrading to Pertronix Ignition

Upgrading to a Pertronix ignition system offers numerous benefits that enhance both performance
and reliability. Here are some of the advantages:

Performance Improvements

- Faster Starts: Electronic ignition provides quicker spark generation, leading to faster engine starts.
- Better Fuel Efficiency: A more consistent spark ensures complete fuel combustion, improving miles
per gallon.
- Reduced Emissions: Improved combustion results in cleaner emissions, making it more
environmentally friendly.

Maintenance Advantages

- Less Frequent Adjustments: Unlike traditional points systems, Pertronix ignition requires less
frequent maintenance, saving time and money.
- Durability: The electronic components are generally more durable than mechanical points, leading to
a longer lifespan.

Conclusion

In summary, the Pertronix ignition wiring diagram is an invaluable tool for anyone looking to enhance
their vehicle's ignition system. Understanding how to read and implement this diagram can lead to
significant performance improvements and reduced maintenance. Whether you're a classic car
enthusiast or a modern vehicle owner, upgrading to a Pertronix ignition system can provide a reliable
and efficient solution for your ignition needs. By following the wiring instructions and troubleshooting
tips outlined in this article, you can ensure a successful installation and enjoy the benefits of a high-
performance ignition system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Pertronix ignition wiring diagram used for?
A Pertronix ignition wiring diagram is used to guide the installation and connection of Pertronix
ignition systems in vehicles, ensuring proper wiring for optimal performance.

What are the key components shown in a Pertronix ignition
wiring diagram?
Key components typically include the ignition coil, the Pertronix module, the distributor, battery
connections, and any necessary resistors or capacitors.



Do I need to modify my existing wiring to install a Pertronix
ignition system?
In most cases, you will need to modify or replace some existing wiring to accommodate the Pertronix
system, but the specific changes will be outlined in the wiring diagram.

Where can I find a Pertronix ignition wiring diagram?
Pertronix ignition wiring diagrams can be found in the installation manuals provided with the product,
on the Pertronix official website, or through automotive forums and enthusiast sites.

What precautions should I take when wiring a Pertronix
ignition system?
It's important to disconnect the battery before starting any wiring work, ensure the connections are
secure and insulated, and verify the wiring layout against the diagram to avoid miswiring.

Can I install a Pertronix ignition system without prior wiring
experience?
While it is possible to install a Pertronix ignition system without prior experience, it is recommended
to have a basic understanding of automotive wiring or seek assistance from a professional to ensure
proper installation.
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