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THINK OF ME

from THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

Music by ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
Lymics by CHARLES HART
Additicnal Lyrcs by RICHARD STILGOE
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Phantom of the Opera songs Think of Me stand out as one of the most iconic pieces from Andrew
Lloyd Webber's celebrated musical. This enchanting song not only introduces the character of
Christine Daaé but also sets the emotional tone for the entire production. With its haunting melody
and poignant lyrics, "Think of Me" captivates audiences and leaves a lasting impression. In this article,
we will explore the significance of this song, its place within the musical, and its impact on both the
story and the audience.

The Context of "Think of Me" in The Phantom of the
Opera

"Think of Me" is performed early in The Phantom of the Opera, during the first act when Christine is



preparing to perform at the opera house. The song serves multiple purposes within the narrative:

Introducing Christine Daaé

- Character Revelation: The song allows the audience to witness Christine's passion and talent for
singing. It highlights her dreams of being a star, while simultaneously showcasing her vulnerability.
- Emotional Connection: Christine's character is central to the musical, and "Think of Me" helps
establish her emotional depth, making her relatable to the audience.

Setting the Stage for the Phantom's Influence

- Foreshadowing: This song foreshadows the complex relationship between Christine and the
Phantom. As she sings, her longing for approval and recognition hints at the struggles she will face
later.

- Operatic Tradition: The song pays homage to the operatic style that permeates the musical,
immersing the audience in the world of grand performances and theatricality.

The Musical Composition of "Think of Me"

The song is composed of several distinct musical elements that contribute to its charm and
memorability:

Melody and Harmony

- Catchy Melody: The melody of "Think of Me" is both haunting and beautiful, making it one of the
most memorable tunes in the musical. It captures the essence of Christine's character—dreamy yet
poignant.

- Harmonic Richness: The use of rich harmonies enhances the emotional impact of the song, allowing
for a dynamic range of expression that resonates with listeners.

Lyrical Content

The lyrics of "Think of Me" play a crucial role in conveying the song's themes:

- Nostalgia and Longing: The lyrics evoke feelings of nostalgia, as Christine asks the audience to
remember her after her performance. This theme of longing is central to her character arc.

- Empowerment: Despite the melancholy tone, the song also carries a sense of empowerment, as
Christine asserts her identity as a performer.



The Significance of "Think of Me" in the Musical's
Narrative

"Think of Me" is not just a standalone song; it is intricately woven into the fabric of the musical's
narrative:

Establishing Relationships

- Christine and Raoul: The song marks the beginning of the romantic tension between Christine and
Raoul, her childhood friend. Their shared memories and connection are highlighted as they interact
during the performance.

- Christine and the Phantom: The Phantom's presence looms over the performance, and "Think of Me"
serves as a reminder of his influence in Christine's life, creating an underlying tension.

Transitioning the Plot

- Catalyst for Action: Christine's performance acts as a catalyst for the events that follow, leading to
her rise as a star and the Phantom's increasing obsession with her.

- Emotional Climax: The song serves as an emotional climax in the first act, setting the stage for the
conflicts that will unfold throughout the musical.

The Impact of "Think of Me" Beyond the Stage

The influence of "Think of Me" extends far beyond the confines of the theater:

Popular Culture

- Covers and Adaptations: Numerous artists have covered "Think of Me," showcasing its timeless
appeal. From classical renditions to contemporary interpretations, the song has found a place in
various musical genres.

- Film and Television: The song has been featured in various adaptations of The Phantom of the
Opera, including the acclaimed 2004 film, which helped introduce the musical to a new generation of
fans.

Emotional Resonance with Audiences

- Universal Themes: The themes of memory, longing, and aspiration resonate with audiences from all
walks of life. Many listeners find solace and inspiration in Christine's plea to be remembered.

- Connection to Personal Experiences: The emotional depth of the song allows audiences to connect it
to their own experiences of love, loss, and longing, further solidifying its impact.



The Legacy of "Think of Me" in Musical Theater

"Think of Me" has solidified its place in the pantheon of musical theater classics, and its legacy
continues to thrive:

Educational Significance

- Teaching Tool: The song is often used in vocal training and musical theater programs to teach
students about emotional expression and character development through song.

- Performance Repertoire: Many aspiring performers include "Think of Me" in their audition repertoire,
demonstrating its lasting relevance in the world of musical theater.

Global Reach

- International Productions: The Phantom of the Opera has been performed worldwide, and "Think of
Me" has become a beloved standard in international productions, further cementing its status in
musical history.

- Cultural Impact: The song's themes transcend cultural boundaries, making it a universal anthem of
hope and remembrance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Phantom of the Opera songs Think of Me serve as an essential component of
Andrew Lloyd Webber's iconic musical, both in terms of narrative and emotional depth. Its captivating
melody and poignant lyrics resonate with audiences, making it a timeless piece that continues to
inspire. Whether through live performances, film adaptations, or personal interpretations, "Think of
Me" endures as a cherished song that captures the essence of longing, aspiration, and the enduring
power of memory. As audiences continue to connect with Christine's heartfelt plea, the legacy of this
song will undoubtedly live on for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song ‘Think of Me' from The
Phantom of the Opera?

‘Think of Me' is primarily about remembrance and longing, expressing the desire for someone to think
fondly of the singer after they are gone.

Who originally performs 'Think of Me' in The Phantom of the



Opera?

In the musical, 'Think of Me' is originally performed by Christine Daaé, who is a key character in the
story.

How does 'Think of Me' contribute to Christine's character
development?

‘Think of Me' showcases Christine's aspirations as a performer and her emotional connection to her
past, highlighting her growth and the challenges she faces.

What musical elements make 'Think of Me' stand out in The
Phantom of the Opera?

‘Think of Me' features soaring melodies, intricate vocal lines, and a blend of classical and theatrical
elements, making it one of the memorable songs in the musical.

What are some notable performances of 'Think of Me' by
different artists?

Notable performances include those by Sarah Brightman, who originated the role of Christine, and
Emmy Rossum in the 2004 film adaptation.

What emotions does Christine express in the song 'Think of
Me'?

Christine expresses nostalgia, hope, and a yearning for connection, as she reflects on her past and
her desire to be remembered by her loved ones.

How has 'Think of Me' been received by audiences and critics?

‘Think of Me' has been well-received, often praised for its emotional depth and vocal challenges, and
it remains a favorite among fans of the musical.

What role does ‘'Think of Me' play in the overall story of The
Phantom of the Opera?

‘Think of Me' serves as a pivotal moment that establishes Christine's character and sets the stage for
her relationship with the Phantom and Raoul.

Are there any notable adaptations or covers of 'Think of Me'
outside the original musical?

Yes, 'Think of Me' has been covered by various artists in concerts, recordings, and talent shows,
showcasing its timeless appeal.

What is the significance of the lyrics in 'Think of Me'?

The lyrics highlight themes of love, memory, and the ephemeral nature of life, making it a poignant



reflection on the impact of relationships.
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Explore the haunting beauty of "Think of Me" from The Phantom of the Opera. Discover how this
iconic song captivates audiences. Learn more about its impact!
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