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Orton Gillingham training Georgia is an essential resource for educators, parents, and
specialists dedicated to helping students with dyslexia and other reading difficulties. This
multi-sensory approach to teaching reading and writing has gained significant traction in
schools across Georgia, making it vital for educators to understand how they can
implement these strategies effectively. This article will explore the fundamentals of Orton-
Gillingham training, its benefits, and how it can positively impact literacy education in
Georgia.

What is Orton-Gillingham Training?

Orton-Gillingham is a structured, systematic approach to teaching reading and writing that
was developed in the early 20th century by Dr. Samuel Orton and Anna Gillingham. This
method is particularly effective for students who struggle with traditional literacy
instruction, especially those with dyslexia. The training focuses on:

Phonemic awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Vocabulary



e Comprehension

By utilizing a multi-sensory approach that incorporates visual, auditory, and kinesthetic
learning styles, Orton-Gillingham training helps students build a strong foundation in
literacy.

The Importance of Orton-Gillingham Training in
Georgia
As awareness of dyslexia and related learning disabilities increases, so does the need for

effective training programs. In Georgia, many educators are recognizing the importance of
Orton-Gillingham training for the following reasons:

1. Addressing Diverse Learning Needs

Georgia's classrooms are diverse, with students from various backgrounds and learning
abilities. Orton-Gillingham training equips educators with the tools necessary to
differentiate instruction for students who may require additional support in reading and
writing.

2. Improving Literacy Rates

Georgia has made strides in improving literacy rates, but challenges remain, especially
among students with learning disabilities. Implementing Orton-Gillingham techniques can
lead to significant improvements in literacy skills, helping to close the achievement gap.

3. Aligning with Educational Standards

State educational standards emphasize the need for effective reading instruction. Orton-
Gillingham training aligns with these standards by providing evidence-based strategies that
educators can incorporate into their teaching practices.

How to Get Orton-Gillingham Training in Georgia

For educators looking to obtain Orton-Gillingham training in Georgia, several options are
available:



1. Certification Programs

Many organizations offer Orton-Gillingham certification programs, which provide in-depth
training for teachers. These programs typically include:

e A comprehensive overview of the Orton-Gillingham approach

e |nstruction in multi-sensory teaching techniques

e Hands-on practice and lesson planning

¢ Assessment strategies for monitoring student progress

Participants may also receive valuable resources, such as lesson plans and materials to use
in their classrooms.

2. Workshops and Seminars

Numerous educational institutions and organizations in Georgia host workshops and
seminars focused on Orton-Gillingham strategies. These events provide opportunities for
educators to learn from experienced trainers and collaborate with peers.

3. Online Courses

For those unable to attend in-person training, online courses offer flexibility and
accessibility. Many reputable organizations provide online Orton-Gillingham training,
allowing educators to learn at their own pace.

Benefits of Orton-Gillingham Training

Investing in Orton-Gillingham training yields numerous benefits for educators and students
alike:

1. Enhanced Teaching Skills

Educators who undergo Orton-Gillingham training develop a deeper understanding of
reading processes and effective instructional strategies. This knowledge empowers them to
create engaging and effective lessons.



2. Increased Student Engagement

The multi-sensory approach used in Orton-Gillingham training captivates students'
attention and encourages active participation. As a result, students are more likely to
engage with reading materials and develop a love for learning.

3. Improved Student Outcomes

Research indicates that students who receive Orton-Gillingham instruction show significant
improvements in reading and writing skills. This progress can lead to increased confidence
and motivation, helping students succeed academically.

4. Support for Diverse Learners

Orton-Gillingham training is particularly beneficial for students with dyslexia and other
learning disabilities. By providing tailored instruction, educators can address the unique
needs of these students and help them reach their full potential.

Conclusion

Orton Gillingham training Georgia represents a critical step toward improving literacy
education for all students, particularly those with learning difficulties. By equipping
educators with the knowledge and skills they need to implement this evidence-based
approach, Georgia can continue to make progress in closing the literacy gap. Whether
through certification programs, workshops, or online courses, there are ample opportunities
for educators to enhance their teaching practices and positively impact their students'
lives. Embracing Orton-Gillingham training is not just an investment in professional
development; it’'s a commitment to fostering a more inclusive and effective learning
environment for every student.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton-Gillingham training?

Orton-Gillingham training is a structured, multisensory approach to teaching reading and
writing, specifically designed for individuals with dyslexia and other language-based
learning disabilities.

Where can | find Orton-Gillingham training in Georgia?

Orton-Gillingham training in Georgia can be found through various educational institutions,
private training centers, and organizations such as the Academy of Orton-Gillingham



Practitioners and Educators.

What are the prerequisites for Orton-Gillingham
training in Georgia?

Prerequisites for Orton-Gillingham training may vary by program, but generally include a
background in education or a related field, as well as a commitment to working with
students with dyslexia.

How long does Orton-Gillingham training typically take?

The duration of Orton-Gillingham training can range from a few days for introductory
workshops to several months for comprehensive certification programs, depending on the
level of expertise sought.

Is Orton-Gillingham training effective for all students?

While Orton-Gillingham training is particularly effective for students with dyslexia, its
multisensory approach can benefit all learners by enhancing reading and writing skills.

What certification options are available after
completing Orton-Gillingham training in Georgia?

After completing Orton-Gillingham training, educators may pursue certification through
organizations like the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators, which
offers levels of certification based on training and experience.

Are there online options for Orton-Gillingham training
in Georgia?

Yes, many providers offer online Orton-Gillingham training options, allowing educators in
Georgia to complete their training remotely and at their own pace.

What resources are available for schools implementing
Orton-Gillingham methods in Georgia?

Schools in Georgia can access resources such as training workshops, teaching materials,
and support networks through organizations dedicated to dyslexia and literacy education.
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