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] D/F# C/B Em7/D
Somewhere over the rainbow, way up high
[ o] G/B oA Em c
And the dreams that you dream of cnce in a lullaby
= D/F# C/B Em7/D
Oh someawhere over the rainbow, blue birds £fly
C G/B D/fh Em C

And the dreams that you dream of, dreams really do come trua

G
Someday i°'ll wish upon a star
D/F§ Em c
Wake up where the clouds are far behind me
G

Where trouble melts like lemon drops
D/F§ Em c
High above the chimney tops that's where you'll find me

D/FH C/B Em?/D
Oh somewhere owver the rainbow, blue birds fly
c G/B o/h Em c
And tha dreams that you dare to, oh why, oh why can't I?

& D c/B EmT/D
Well I see trees of green and Red roses too
C GiB D/A Em/B
I'1l watech then bloom for me and you
< D/ Em c
And I think to myself: what a wonderful world
& o] c/B Em7/D
Well I see skies of blue and I see clouds of white
C G/B DA Em/B
And the brightness of day, I like the dark
D/R G c G

c
And I think to myself: what a wonderful world

D/h Em/B
Tha colours of the rainbow so pratty in the sky
O/fR Em/B
hre also on the faces of people passing bye
c/B Em7/D c/B Em7/D
See friends shaking hands, saying 'how do you do?'
/B Em7/D [ D

They're really saying, I...I love you

G o C/B Em7/D
I hear babies cry and I watch them grow
c G/B D/A Em/B
They'll learn much more than we'll know
c Ofh Em c
And I think to myself: what a wonderful world

G
Someday i'1l wish upon a star
O/E# Em c
Wake up where the clouds are far behind me
=
Where trouble melts like lemon drops

Over the Rainbow lyrics chords have become a staple in the repertoires of musicians
across the world. Originally performed by Judy Garland in the 1939 film "The Wizard of



Oz," "Over the Rainbow" has transcended its cinematic origins to become a beloved
classic. This article will explore the lyrics and chords of this timeless song, its historical
context, and tips for performing it.

Background of "Over the Rainbow"

"Over the Rainbow" was composed by Harold Arlen with lyrics by Yip Harburg. The song
serves as a poignant expression of hope and longing, encapsulated in the dreams of a
young girl named Dorothy, who yearns for a better place beyond her troubles. The song
was not only pivotal in defining Dorothy’s character but also became a symbol of hope for
audiences during difficult times, particularly during the Great Depression.

The Importance of the Song

- Cultural Impact: "Over the Rainbow" has been covered by countless artists, ranging from
classical singers to contemporary pop stars. Its emotional depth resonates universally,
making it a preferred choice for both formal and informal performances.

- Awards and Recognition: The song won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in
1940 and has since been inducted into numerous musical halls of fame, further solidifying
its status in American music history.

Understanding the Chords

Before diving into the lyrics, it's essential to familiarize yourself with the chords that
accompany "Over the Rainbow." The song is often played in the key of C major, which
provides a bright and uplifting sound that complements its hopeful lyrics.

Basic Chord Progression
Here are the basic chords used throughout the song:

- C: C major

- Em: E minor

- F: F major

- Cmaj7: C major seventh
- A7: A dominant seventh
- Dm: D minor

- G7: G dominant seventh

Chord Progression Example
One common chord progression for the first verse is as follows:

C Em
Somewhere over the rainbow,



FC

Way up high,

C Em

There's a land that I heard of
F Cmaj7

Once in a lullaby.

This progression establishes a soft, dreamy atmosphere, perfectly aligning with the lyrics’
themes of yearning and hope.

Lyrics Breakdown

The lyrics of "Over the Rainbow" encapsulate a journey from despair to hope. Below is the
complete lyrical breakdown alongside the chords.

Verse 1

CEm

Somewhere over the rainbow,
FC

Way up high,

CEm

There's a land that I heard of
F Cmaj7

Once in a lullaby.

Verse 2

C Em

Somewhere over the rainbow,

FC

Skies are blue,

C Em

And the dreams that you dare to dream
F Cmaj7

Really do come true.

Chorus

G Dm

Someday I'll wish upon a star

GC

And wake up where the clouds are far



G Dm

Behind me.

GC

Where troubles melt like lemon drops,
GC

Away above the chimney tops,

A7 Dm

That's where you'll find me.

Verse 3

C Em

Somewhere over the rainbow,
FC

Bluebirds fly.

CEm

Birds fly over the rainbow,

F Cmaj7

Why then, oh why can't I?

Ending

CEm

If happy little bluebirds fly
FC

Beyond the rainbow,

A7 Dm

Why, oh why can't I?

Tips for Performing "Over the Rainbow"

Performing "Over the Rainbow" can be a deeply emotional experience, both for the
performer and the audience. Here are some tips to enhance your performance.

1. Emotional Connection

- Interpret the Lyrics: Understand the story behind the song and connect with its message
of hope and longing. This emotional connection will resonate with your audience.

- Personal Touch: Consider adding your own interpretation or personal anecdotes related
to the song, which can make your performance more relatable.

2. Vocal Technique

- Breath Control: The song has a wide vocal range. Practice breath control to ensure you



hit the higher notes without straining your voice.
- Dynamics: Use dynamics to your advantage. Start softly and build to a powerful climax,
then return to a gentle finish. This variation will keep your audience engaged.

3. Guitar Technique

- Strumming Pattern: Experiment with different strumming patterns to find one that feels
comfortable and suits the mood of the song.

- Fingerpicking: If you're feeling adventurous, try fingerpicking the chords for a softer,
more delicate sound.

4. Practice Regularly

- Consistent Rehearsal: Regular practice will help you nail the chord transitions and
improve your overall performance. Consider recording yourself to track your progress.

- Play Along with Recordings: Playing along with different versions of "Over the Rainbow'
can provide insight into different interpretations and help refine your own style.

Conclusion

The enduring appeal of "Over the Rainbow" lies in its universal message of hope and
dreams. Whether you're a seasoned musician or a beginner, the combination of simple
chords and poignant lyrics makes it an accessible and rewarding song to learn and
perform. Remember, the beauty of music lies in its ability to connect people, and "Over the
Rainbow" does this in a manner that is both heartfelt and inspiring. So, pick up your
instrument, dive into the chords, and let the magic of this classic song transport you and
your audience to a place "somewhere over the rainbow."

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'Over the Rainbow'?
The basic chords for 'Over the Rainbow' are C, Em, F, C, Am, Dm, and G.

Which key is commonly used for playing 'Over the
Rainbow'?

The song is commonly played in the key of C major.

Are there any easy versions of 'Over the Rainbow' for
beginners?

Yes, many guitar tab websites offer simplified versions of 'Over the Rainbow' with easy
chords suitable for beginners.



Can I find 'Over the Rainbow' sheet music with chords?

Yes, sheet music with chords for 'Over the Rainbow' can be found on various music
websites and in songbooks.

Is there a capo position recommended for '‘Over the
Rainbow'?

A capo can be placed on the 2nd fret to play 'Over the Rainbow' in D major, which may be
easier for some vocal ranges.

What is the strumming pattern for 'Over the Rainbow'?

A common strumming pattern for 'Over the Rainbow' is down, down-up, up, down-up.

Where can I find tutorials for playing 'Over the Rainbow'
on guitar?

You can find tutorials for 'Over the Rainbow' on platforms like YouTube, where many
musicians provide step-by-step lessons.
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Discover the complete 'Over the Rainbow' lyrics and chords in our easy guide. Perfect for beginners
and seasoned musicians alike. Learn more and start playing today!
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