Owl Moon By Jane Yolen

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen is a cherished children's picture book that captures the magic of a winter night
and the bond between a child and their parent. First published in 1987, this beautifully illustrated story has
become a classic in children's literature, celebrated for its poetic language, vivid imagery, and heartfelt
themes. The book invites readers to experience the wonders of nature through the eyes of a young child,

embarking on a nighttime adventure in search of the elusive great horned owl.

Overview of Owl Moon

Jane Yolen's "Owl Moon" tells the story of a young child who goes owling with their father on a cold, clear

night. The narrative is infused with a sense of wonder and anticipation, as the child describes the sights and



sounds of the winter landscape. The book's stunning illustrations by John Schoenherr complement Yolen's
lyrical prose, creating an immersive experience that transports readers into the serene beauty of a snowy

night.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the child’s excitement as they prepare for the owling adventure. They dress
warmly, reflecting the chilly atmosphere outside. The father explains the delicate art of owling,
emphasizing the need for patience and quietness. As they traverse the snowy woods, the child is captivated
by the beauty of the night, observing the moonlight illuminating the landscape and the stillness of the

world around them.
Key plot points include:

1. Preparation: The child and father gather necessary items for their outing, highlighting the importance of
being ready for a winter adventure.

2. Journey through the Woods: The duo walks through the snow, experiencing the crunch beneath their
feet and the sparkling beauty of the moonlit night.

3. Calling the Owl: The father demonstrates the call of the great horned owl, teaching the child about the
importance of patience and listening.

4. The Magical Moment: Their efforts are rewarded when they finally spot the majestic owl, a moment

filled with awe and wonder that solidifies the bond between parent and child.

Thematic Elements

"Owl Moon" is rich with themes that resonate with both children and adults. These themes include:

Nature and Observation

The book emphasizes the beauty of nature, encouraging readers to slow down and appreciate the world
around them. Yolen's descriptions of the landscape evoke a sense of wonder, demonstrating how nature can
be both calming and exhilarating. The child learns to observe the intricacies of the environment, such as

the sounds of the night and the way the snow glistens under the moonlight.

Family Bonds



At its core, "Owl Moon" is a story about the relationship between a child and their parent. The shared
experience of owling strengthens their bond and creates lasting memories. The father’s gentle guidance
and the child’s eagerness to learn illustrate the importance of family connections and the joy found in

shared experiences.

Patience and Anticipation

The narrative highlights the value of patience, as the characters wait quietly for the owl to appear. This
theme resonates with readers, teaching them that some of life’s most rewarding moments require time and
perseverance. The anticipation builds throughout the story, culminating in the thrilling sighting of the

owl.

Illustrations by John Schoenherr

John Schoenherr’s illustrations play a crucial role in bringing "Owl Moon" to life. His artwork captures the
serene beauty of the winter landscape, using soft colors and gentle brushstrokes that evoke a sense of calm.
The illustrations complement Yolen's text, enhancing the reader's experience and providing visual cues

that deepen the understanding of the narrative.
Key features of Schoenherr’s illustrations:

- Color Palette: The use of blues, whites, and grays creates a tranquil atmosphere that reflects the cold, still
night.

- Detailing: The intricate details of the owl] and the surrounding environment invite readers to explore the
illustrations closely.

- Emotion: The expressions of the characters convey a sense of wonder and excitement, drawing readers

into the story.

Critical Reception

"Owl Moon" has received widespread acclaim since its publication, winning several prestigious awards,
including the Caldecott Medal in 1988. Critics and educators praise the book for its lyrical language and its
ability to engage young readers. The text is often used in classrooms to teach themes of nature, family, and

the importance of observation.



Impact on Children's Literature

Jane Yolen’s work has made a significant impact on children's literature, and "Owl Moon" stands out as a
prime example of her storytelling prowess. The book has inspired numerous authors and illustrators, and its
enduring popularity speaks to its universal themes. Educators frequently recommend it as a read-aloud

selection, as it fosters discussions about nature, family, and the beauty of quiet moments.

Activities and Discussion Questions

"Owl Moon" lends itself to various activities and discussions that can enhance the reading experience for

children. Teachers and parents can use the following activities to engage young readers:

Activities

1. Nature Walk: Take children on a nature walk during the evening or early morning, encouraging them
to observe the sights and sounds around them. Discuss what they notice about the environment.

2. Owling Call: Teach children the call of the great horned owl and have them practice it. Discuss the
importance of communication in the animal kingdom.

3. Art Project: Have children create their own illustrations inspired by the book. Encourage them to depict

their favorite scene or imagine a new adventure in the woods.

Discussion Questions

1. What emotions did you feel while reading "Owl Moon"? How did the illustrations contribute to those
feelings?

2. Why do you think it’s important to spend time in nature? What do you enjoy most about being
outdoors?

3. How do the themes of patience and anticipation apply to your own life? Can you think of a time when

waiting for something made it more special?

Conclusion

"Owl Moon" by Jane Yolen remains a timeless classic that continues to captivate readers of all ages. Its
exploration of nature, family bonds, and the virtues of patience resonates deeply, making it a perfect

addition to any child's bookshelf. The harmonious blend of Yolen's poetic text and Schoenherr's stunning



illustrations creates an enchanting reading experience that invites readers to step outside and embrace the
beauty of the world around them. Through "Owl Moon," Jane Yolen not only tells a story but also instills a

sense of wonder and appreciation for the simple joys of life, inspiring generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Owl Moon' by Jane Yolen?

The main theme of 'Owl Moon' is the bond between a parent and child, as well as the beauty and magic of

nature and nighttime adventures.

Who is the protagonist in 'Owl Moon"?

The protagonist is a young child who goes owling with their father, experiencing the wonder of nature
and the thrill of the hunt.

What literary devices are prominently used in 'Owl Moon"?

Jane Yolen uses vivid imagery, personification, and sensory details to create an immersive experience of

the nighttime landscape and the owling adventure.

How does 'Owl Moon' illustrate the concept of patience?

The story emphasizes patience through the quiet, still moments the characters share while waiting for the

ow] to appear, showcasing the importance of waiting and observing in nature.

What age group is 'Owl Moon' most suitable for?

'Owl Moon' is primarily aimed at children ages 4 to 8, making it suitable for preschool and early

elementary school readers.

How does the artwork in 'Owl Moon' enhance the story?

The illustrations by John Schoenherr complement the text by capturing the serene and magical essence of

the snowy night, enhancing the reader's connection to the story.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Owl Moon'?

Readers can learn about the beauty of nature, the importance of family bonds, and the value of patience and

observation in experiencing the world around them.
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Owl - Wikipedia
Owls are divided into two families: the true (or typical) owl family, Strigidae, and the barn owl and
bay owl family, Tytonidae. [2] Owls hunt mostly small mammals, insects, and other birds, ...
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Owls, facts and information | National Geographic
All of the roughly 250 owl species live aboveground except for one: the burrowing owl, a small owl
found in North and South America that nests in abandoned holes dug by other animals.
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Jun 7, 2025 - Owl, any member of a homogeneous order of primarily nocturnal raptors found nearly
worldwide. Owls are also considered to be symbols of intelligence, as well as symbols ...

Owls - Birdfact
Three species, namely the Barn Owl, Long-eared Owl, and Short-Eared Owl, occur in both countries.
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Continue reading to learn more about some well-known British and American Owl ...

Owl Bird Facts - A-Z Animals
May 27, 2024 - Barn Owl - The most common species of owl, the barn owl can be found all over the
world except in polar regions. Barn owls have white faces on heart-shaped heads and are ...

The Owl Pages - Information about Owls

Owls of the World Information about Owl species Owl Articles Articles & general information Owl
Physiology Information on owl physiology & anatomy Owl Sounds Hear Owl calls & sounds

About Owls I Owl Research Institute

Many owl species are nocturnal, meaning they are active at night. There are some owl species who
are diurnal, however, meaning they are active during the day but rest at night.
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