Order Of The Solar Temple

Order of the Solar Temple refers to a secret society founded in the late 20th century, which gained
notoriety for its controversial beliefs and the tragic events associated with its members. This
organization, which combined elements of New Age spirituality, Gnosticism, and apocalyptic theology,
ultimately became infamous due to a series of mass suicides and murders in the 1990s. This article
delves into the origins, beliefs, practices, and the tragic end of the Order of the Solar Temple,
revealing the complex web of ideologies that ensnared its members.

Origins of the Order of the Solar Temple

The Order of the Solar Temple was established in 1984 by Joseph Di Mambro and Luc Jouret in
Geneva, Switzerland. The founders were charismatic figures who blended various spiritual traditions
into a new belief system that attracted followers primarily from Europe and North America.

Founders and Leadership

1. Joseph Di Mambro:
- A former watchmaker and a prominent figure in various esoteric circles.
- Claimed to have been in contact with spiritual entities and was seen as a prophet by his followers.

2. Luc Jouret:
- A physician who held a deep interest in spirituality and alternative healing.
- Often viewed as the intellectual force behind the organization’s beliefs and practices.

Spiritual Influences

The Order of the Solar Temple drew upon a variety of religious and philosophical influences, including:



- Christian Gnosticism: Emphasizing direct personal experience of the divine and the belief in a hidden
knowledge (gnosis).

- New Age Spirituality: Incorporating ideas about reincarnation, cosmic consciousness, and the
interconnectedness of all life.

- Occult Traditions: Utilizing symbols, rituals, and practices from various esoteric traditions.

These influences culminated in a belief system that combined elements of mysticism, prophecy, and
apocalyptic visions, appealing to individuals seeking deeper meaning in their lives.

Beliefs and Practices

The Order of the Solar Temple held several core beliefs that defined its teachings and practices:

Core Beliefs

1. Reincarnation and Ascension:
- Members believed in the cycle of reincarnation and the possibility of ascending to a higher spiritual
plane.

2. The Solar Deity:
- The organization revered a solar deity, viewing the sun as a representation of divine energy and
enlightenment.

3. Apocalyptic Prophecies:
- Followers believed in an impending apocalypse, which would lead to a purification of the world and
the establishment of a new spiritual order.

Rituals and Ceremonies

The Order conducted various rituals, often held in secret, that included:

- Initiation Ceremonies: New members underwent rigorous initiation rites, which were designed to test
their commitment and spiritual readiness.

- Group Meditations: Followers engaged in collective meditative practices to connect with higher
spiritual realms.

- Celebration of Solar Events: Important dates in the solar calendar were marked with special
ceremonies, reinforcing the organization's cosmic beliefs.

These rituals fostered a sense of community and belonging among members, deepening their
commitment to the group.



Growth and Expansion

Throughout the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Order of the Solar Temple experienced significant
growth, attracting numerous followers across Europe and North America.

Recruitment Strategies

The organization employed various methods to recruit new members, including:

- Workshops and Seminars: Public events that introduced potential recruits to the group's teachings.
- Personal Connections: Current members often invited friends and family to join, leveraging existing
relationships to expand the group.

- Esoteric Literature: The Order published materials that promoted its beliefs and attracted like-
minded individuals.

As the membership grew, the organization became more organized, establishing temples and
meeting places in various countries.

International Presence

By the early 1990s, the Order of the Solar Temple had established a presence in several countries,
including:

- Switzerland: The original base of the organization.
- France: A significant hub for recruitment and activities.
- Canada: Home to numerous followers, particularly in Quebec.

This international expansion contributed to the group's mystique and allure, drawing in members from
diverse back

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Order of the Solar Temple?

The Order of the Solar Temple is a secret society founded in the 1980s, which blended elements of
various religious beliefs, including Christianity, Freemasonry, and New Age spirituality, focusing on
themes of spiritual enlightenment and the imminent end of the world.

Who founded the Order of the Solar Temple?

The Order of the Solar Temple was co-founded by Joseph Di Mambro and Luc Jouret, who promoted
the group's teachings and rituals.



What were the beliefs of the Order of the Solar Temple?

Members believed in a coming apocalypse and the need for spiritual preparation, viewing themselves
as a chosen group destined for ascension to a higher plane of existence.

What tragic events are associated with the Order of the Solar
Temple?

The Order is infamous for a series of mass suicides and murders in the 1990s, where over 70
members died in incidents in Switzerland, Canada, and France.

How did the Order of the Solar Temple recruit members?

The Order often targeted individuals seeking spiritual fulfillment, using charismatic leadership,
intense rituals, and a sense of community to attract and retain members.

What role did secrecy play in the Order of the Solar Temple?

Secrecy was a core aspect of the Order, with members participating in hidden rituals and being sworn
to confidentiality, which fostered an insular environment and heightened their sense of belonging.

What impact did the Order of the Solar Temple have on public
perception of new religious movements?

The tragic events associated with the Order heightened public fear and skepticism towards new
religious movements, leading to increased scrutiny and concern over cult-like groups.

How did the authorities respond to the activities of the Order
of the Solar Temple?

Authorities conducted investigations into the Order's activities, particularly after the mass deaths, but
faced challenges due to the group's secretive nature and the complexities of cult dynamics.

Are there any remaining followers of the Order of the Solar
Temple today?

While the original group has largely disbanded following the tragedies, some former members and
sympathizers continue to espouse similar beliefs in various smaller sects or new religious movements.

What lessons can be learned from the history of the Order of
the Solar Temple?

The history of the Order highlights the dangers of extreme belief systems, the psychological
manipulation used in cults, and the importance of critical thinking and open dialogue regarding
spiritual and religious beliefs.
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