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Order of operations cheat sheet is an essential tool for anyone navigating the complex world of
mathematics. Understanding how to correctly apply the order of operations is fundamental to solving
mathematical problems accurately. This cheat sheet serves as a quick reference guide that outlines
the rules and conventions that dictate the sequence in which operations should be performed. By
adhering to these rules, students and professionals alike can avoid common pitfalls and ensure they
arrive at the correct answers.

What is the Order of Operations?

The order of operations is a set of rules that determines the correct sequence to evaluate a
mathematical expression. It is crucial because different sequences can lead to different results. The
standard order of operations can be remembered using the acronym PEMDAS:

- P: Parentheses

- E: Exponents

- MD: Multiplication and Division (from left to right)
- AS: Addition and Subtraction (from left to right)

This hierarchy of operations ensures that calculations are performed in a consistent manner,
minimizing confusion.



Understanding Each Component of PEMDAS

Parentheses

Parentheses are used to group numbers and operations, indicating that the calculations enclosed
should be performed first. This can include nested parentheses, where calculations within one set of
parentheses are completed before moving to another.

Example:

-\( (3 + 5) \times 2\)

- First, calculate\(3 + 5 =8)

- Then, multiply \( 8 \times 2 = 16\)

Exponents

Exponents indicate how many times a number (the base) is multiplied by itself. After evaluating any
expressions within parentheses, the next step is to calculate any exponents present in the expression.

Example:

-\(273+4))

- First, calculate \( 273 =8)
-Then, add \( 8 + 4 = 12)

Multiplication and Division

Multiplication and division are of equal precedence in the order of operations. They should be
performed from left to right, meaning that if a multiplication operation appears before a division
operation in the expression, it should be calculated first.

Example:

-\( 8 \div 2 \times 4 )

- First, calculate \( 8 \div 2 = 4)

- Then, multiply \( 4 \times 4 = 16\)

Addition and Subtraction

Like multiplication and division, addition and subtraction are of equal precedence and are performed
from left to right. This means that the first operation encountered should be executed first, regardless
of whether it is addition or subtraction.

Example:
-\(10-3+2))



- First, calculate\(10-3=7\)
-Then,add\(7+2=29))

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Understanding the order of operations is crucial to avoid common mistakes that can lead to incorrect
answers. Here are some frequent errors:

1. Ignoring Parentheses: Failing to calculate expressions inside parentheses first can lead to
significant errors.

2. Misapplying Exponents: Forgetting to apply exponents before moving on to multiplication or
addition can change the result drastically.

3. Left to Right Confusion: Remembering that multiplication and division are performed from left to
right, as well as addition and subtraction, is key to correct calculations.

4. Neglecting Order in Complex Equations: In equations with multiple operations, it can be easy to
lose track of the order, especially if there are many parentheses or exponents.

Examples of Order of Operations

To solidify the understanding of the order of operations, let's look at a few examples:

Example 1:
-\(5 + 2 \times (372-1)\)

Solution:

1. Calculate the exponent: \( 372 =9)

2. Solve inside the parentheses: \(9-1=38))
3. Perform multiplication: \( 2 \times 8 = 16\)
4. Finally, addition: \( 5 + 16 = 21)

Example 2:
-\((6 + 4)\div2"2-3))

Solution:

1. Solve inside the parentheses: \( 6 + 4 = 10)
2. Calculate the exponent: \( 272 =4)

3. Perform division: \( 10 \div4 = 2.5)

4. Finally, subtract: \( 2.5-3 =-0.5)

Example 3:
-\(7-2\times (3+5)+472)\)

Solution:

1. Solve inside the parentheses: \(3+ 5 =8)
2. Perform multiplication: \( 2 \times 8 = 16\)
3. Calculate the exponent: \( 472 = 16)



4. Now perform the addition and subtraction from left to right:
-\(7-16+16\)

- Calculate step 1: \( 7-16 =-9)

- Calculate step 2: \(-9+16=7))

Using the Order of Operations in Real World
Applications

Understanding the order of operations is not just important in academics; it is also crucial in various
real-world scenarios. Here are some examples of how the order of operations applies beyond the
classroom:

- Finance: Calculating interest, loan payments, or investment returns often involves multiple steps
that require careful attention to order.

- Engineering: Many engineering calculations involve formulas that require adherence to specific
operations, ensuring accurate measurements and designs.

- Programming: In coding, the order of operations affects how expressions are evaluated, which can
impact the performance and output of software applications.

Conclusion

An order of operations cheat sheet is an invaluable resource for anyone working with mathematical
expressions. By understanding and applying the rules of PEMDAS, individuals can navigate complex
equations with confidence, avoiding common errors that can lead to incorrect results. Whether in
academic settings, professional environments, or everyday calculations, mastering the order of
operations is essential for achieving accuracy and success in mathematics. Always refer back to this
guide when faced with challenging equations, and remember that practice makes perfect. With time
and experience, the order of operations will become second nature, allowing for greater ease and
efficiency in solving math problems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the order of operations in mathematics?

The order of operations is a set of rules that determines the sequence in which calculations are
performed. The common acronym used is PEMDAS: Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and
Division (from left to right), Addition and Subtraction (from left to right).

What does PEMDAS stand for?

PEMDAS stands for Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication, Division, Addition, and Subtraction.



How can a cheat sheet help with order of operations?

A cheat sheet can provide a quick reference to the order of operations, helping students and
professionals remember the correct sequence to solve mathematical expressions.

Is there a difference between PEMDAS and BIDMAS?

Yes, BIDMAS stands for Brackets, Indices, Division and Multiplication, Addition and Subtraction. Both
acronyms convey the same principles, but the terminology differs slightly.

What is the significance of parentheses in order of
operations?

Parentheses indicate that the operations contained within them should be performed first, regardless
of any other operations outside of them.

Can you give an example of using order of operations?

Sure! For the expression 3 + 6 x (5 + 4) + 3 - 7, you first calculate the parentheses (5 + 4 = 9), then
multiplication and division from left to right, followed by addition and subtraction.

How do exponents fit into the order of operations?

Exponents are calculated after parentheses but before multiplication, division, addition, and
subtraction.

Are there any exceptions to the order of operations?

Generally, there are no exceptions; however, specific contexts or conventions in programming or
specific mathematical fields might alter typical usage.

How can students memorize the order of operations
effectively?

Students can use mnemonic devices, such as creating a memorable phrase from the PEMDAS
acronym or using visual aids like color-coded charts.

Where can | find printable order of operations cheat sheets?

Printable cheat sheets can be found online through educational websites, math resource sites, or by
searching for 'order of operations cheat sheet PDF'.
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Master math with our comprehensive order of operations cheat sheet! Simplify calculations and
boost your skills. Learn more for quick reference tips!
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