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The original Hawaii Five-O, a classic American television series that aired
from 1968 to 1980, remains a cultural touchstone and a beloved piece of
television history. Created by Leonard Freeman, the series was set in the
beautiful backdrop of Hawaii and followed an elite police unit led by the
tough but fair Detective Steve McGarrett, played by Jack Lord. The show not
only entertained audiences with its thrilling plots and exotic locale but
also introduced viewers to a wide array of colorful characters and memorable
storylines. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive episode guide to
the original Hawaii Five-O, detailing key information about the series, its
characters, and significant episodes.

Overview of the Series

Hawaii Five-O debuted on September 20, 1968, on CBS and quickly gained
popularity for its thrilling crime stories and stunning cinematography
showcasing the Hawaiian Islands. The show ran for 12 seasons, concluding on
April 4, 1980, with a total of 284 episodes. The series is notable for its
catchy theme music composed by Morton Stevens, which has become synonymous
with the show and is recognized worldwide.

The premise revolved around the Five-O Task Force, a special police unit that
tackled serious crimes in Hawaii. The team members included:

- Steve McGarrett (Jack Lord) - The determined and charismatic leader of
Five-O.
- Dan "Danno" Williams (James MacArthur) - McGarrett's loyal right-hand man.
- Chin Ho Kelly (Kam Fong) - A skilled detective with a rich background in
the police force.



- Kono Kalakaua (Zulu) - The team's young and talented member, known for his
physical skills and Hawaiian heritage.

Over the years, the show also introduced several recurring characters,
including Captain Fryer (James S. Smith) and later team members like Lou
Grover.

Episode Guide

The following sections will cover the episodes of Hawaii Five-O by season.
Each season is highlighted, with notable episodes and brief descriptions for
better understanding.

Season 1 (1968-1969)

The inaugural season of Hawaii Five-O sets the stage for the series,
establishing its characters and the overall tone.

1. Episode 1: "Full Fathom Five"
- McGarrett investigates the death of a local fisherman and uncovers a
smuggling operation.

2. Episode 2: "The Last Eden"
- The team tries to rescue a kidnapped girl held for ransom in a remote area.

3. Episode 12: "A Bullet for El Diablo"
- A notorious criminal poses a threat to the Hawaiian community as McGarrett
races against time.

The first season introduces viewers to the vibrant Hawaiian culture and the
challenges faced by law enforcement.

Season 2 (1969-1970)

The second season builds upon the established characters, delivering more
intense plots and character development.

1. Episode 1: "A Death in the Family"
- McGarrett faces personal loss when a close friend is murdered, leading him
to seek justice.

2. Episode 10: "The Singapore File"
- The team tracks down an international criminal who has ties to the Hawaiian
underworld.



3. Episode 25: "The Joker's Wild, Man, Wild!"
- A series of bizarre murders leads Five-O into the world of underground
gambling.

The second season showcases the team's growing camaraderie and the challenges
they face as they delve deeper into crime in Hawaii.

Season 3 (1970-1971)

This season features an array of intriguing plots, including international
intrigue and serious moral dilemmas.

1. Episode 1: "The Pleasant Avenue Murder"
- A seemingly straightforward murder case leads to unexpected twists and
turns.

2. Episode 12: "The Reunion"
- McGarrett investigates a series of deaths linked to a former military unit.

3. Episode 24: "The Late John Louisiana"
- The team uncovers a plot involving stolen military weapons.

Season 3 marked the show's maturation, with more complex storylines and a
deeper exploration of character motivations.

Season 4 (1971-1972)

Season 4 continued to push boundaries, tackling relevant social issues
alongside its engaging plots.

1. Episode 10: "The 24-karat Kill"
- The team investigates a jewel thief targeting wealthy tourists.

2. Episode 18: "The Devil and Mr. Frog"
- A dangerous con artist eludes capture, leading to a thrilling showdown.

3. Episode 25: "The Love Affair"
- A romantic subplot intertwines with a case involving an international drug
smuggler.

This season is noted for its exploration of love and morality, all set
against the stunning backdrop of Hawaii.

Season 5 (1972-1973)



The fifth season of Hawaii Five-O sees the series experimenting more with
narrative structure and character arcs.

1. Episode 1: "The Child Stealers"
- The team investigates a child kidnapping ring targeting local families.

2. Episode 9: "The Last of the Great Paperhangers"
- McGarrett goes undercover to take down a counterfeiting operation.

3. Episode 18: "The Way of the Gun"
- An exploration of gun violence as Five-O faces off against a gang of armed
robbers.

Season 5 is characterized by its focus on timely social issues and a deeper
examination of the characters' personal lives.

Season 6 (1973-1974)

As the series progressed, Season 6 saw heightened drama and complex character
interactions.

1. Episode 1: "The Last of the Great Paperhangers"
- An intricate plot involving counterfeit money and a revenge scheme.

2. Episode 16: "The Man Who Came to Kill"
- A foreign assassin targets a local politician, leading to a race against
time.

3. Episode 25: "A Matter of Life and Death"
- A gripping episode that emphasizes the stakes of undercover work.

The sixth season is a testament to the show's ability to balance thrilling
action with emotional depth.

The Legacy of Hawaii Five-O

Hawaii Five-O is more than just a crime drama; it is a cultural phenomenon
that has left an indelible mark on television history. The show is notable
for its:

- Cinematic Style: The stunning visuals of Hawaii provided a unique backdrop
that captivated audiences.
- Memorable Characters: The dynamic between McGarrett, Danno, and the rest of
the team created a strong emotional core.
- Catchy Theme Music: The iconic theme tune by Morton Stevens became a
hallmark of the series and is still celebrated today.



The show inspired a successful reboot in 2010, which further cemented its
legacy and introduced the franchise to a new generation of viewers.

Conclusion

The original Hawaii Five-O remains a beloved classic, celebrated for its
thrilling plots, rich character development, and its stunning portrayal of
Hawaii. This episode guide serves as a resource for fans and newcomers alike,
capturing the essence of a series that has stood the test of time. From its
debut in 1968 to its finale in 1980, Hawaii Five-O has left an indelible mark
on television, influencing countless shows and continuing to resonate with
audiences today. As we reflect on its legacy, it's clear that Hawaii Five-O
will always hold a special place in the hearts of viewers around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the original Hawaii Five-O series
first premiere?
The original Hawaii Five-O series premiered on September 20, 1968.

How many seasons did the original Hawaii Five-O run?
The original Hawaii Five-O ran for 12 seasons.

Who were the main characters in the original Hawaii
Five-O?
The main characters included Steve McGarrett, Danno (Danny Williams), and
Chin Ho Kelly.

What is the premise of the original Hawaii Five-O?
The series follows an elite police task force led by Steve McGarrett as they
investigate crimes in Hawaii.

When did the original Hawaii Five-O series conclude?
The original Hawaii Five-O series concluded on April 4, 1980.

How many episodes are there in the original Hawaii
Five-O series?
The original Hawaii Five-O series has a total of 284 episodes.



Is there a guide available for the episodes of the
original Hawaii Five-O?
Yes, there are many episode guides available online that detail the plot
summaries, air dates, and guest stars of each episode.
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