
Original Prisoner Cell Block H

Original Prisoner Cell Block H is an iconic structure that has captured the imagination of many who

have ventured into the world of true crime and paranormal phenomena. Located in the heart of the

historic city of Alton, Illinois, this former prison is renowned for its chilling atmosphere and haunting

tales of the past. Built in the late 19th century, the Original Prisoner Cell Block H has become a major

attraction for ghost hunters, history enthusiasts, and anyone curious about the darker side of human

experience. In this article, we will explore the rich history, architectural significance, and paranormal

activity associated with this unique location.

History of Original Prisoner Cell Block H

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H was constructed in 1869 and operated until 2002. It served as a



maximum-security prison for over 130 years, housing some of the most dangerous criminals of its

time. The facility was known for its strict regulations and harsh living conditions, which contributed to

the infamous reputation it garnered over the years.

Key Historical Events

1. Construction and Design: The prison was designed by architect William H. H. Hutton, featuring the

distinctive "cell block" style that became a model for many others throughout the country. The design

allowed for maximum security while also providing an efficient use of space.

2. Notable Inmates: Throughout its operational years, the prison housed several notorious inmates,

including murderers and gang members. The stories of these individuals have been passed down

through generations, adding to the mystique of the prison.

3. Closure and Preservation: The Original Prisoner Cell Block H closed its doors in 2002 due to

overcrowding and the shift toward more humane correctional facilities. However, rather than being

abandoned, the building has been preserved as a historical site and is now open for tours, attracting

visitors from all over.

Architectural Significance

The architectural elements of Original Prisoner Cell Block H are significant not only for their historical

value but also for their representation of 19th-century prison design. The structure embodies the

principles of the time, emphasizing security, surveillance, and control.

Design Features



- Cell Block Layout: The original cell block features a long corridor with individual cells on either side.

This design allowed guards to monitor inmates easily while minimizing the risk of escape.

- Materials Used: The prison was constructed using locally sourced materials, including limestone and

brick, which contribute to its imposing presence. The durability of these materials has allowed the

building to withstand the test of time.

- Natural Light: Despite being a prison, the design included large windows in the common areas,

allowing natural light to enter. This was a progressive idea for its time, reflecting a shift towards more

humane treatment of inmates.

Paranormal Activity

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H is not only a historical site but also a hotspot for paranormal

activity. Visitors and staff have reported numerous encounters with the supernatural, adding to the

allure of the location.

Common Experiences

1. Ghost Sightings: Numerous visitors have claimed to see apparitions of former inmates wandering

the halls. These sightings often occur in the cell block area, where the energy is said to be particularly

strong.

2. Unexplained Noises: Many guests have reported hearing strange sounds, including footsteps,

whispers, and even the clanging of cell doors. These sounds can often be heard during quiet moments

when the building is otherwise still.

3. Cold Spots: Visitors frequently experience sudden drops in temperature, often described as chilling

or eerie. These cold spots are typically associated with reported ghostly encounters.



4. Equipment Malfunctions: Paranormal investigators have noted that their electronic equipment, such

as cameras and audio recorders, often malfunctions when near certain areas of the prison. This

phenomenon has fueled speculation about the presence of spirits.

Visiting Original Prisoner Cell Block H

For those interested in exploring this fascinating piece of history, Original Prisoner Cell Block H offers

guided tours and special events throughout the year. Here are some tips for making the most of your

visit:

Planning Your Visit

- Tour Availability: Check the official website for current tour schedules and availability. Tours typically

run on weekends and may require advance booking.

- What to Expect: During the tour, knowledgeable guides share stories of the prison's history, notable

inmates, and reported paranormal encounters. Visitors are encouraged to ask questions and engage

with the material.

- Photography: Bring a camera to capture the unique architecture and atmosphere. However, be

mindful of any restrictions on photography in certain areas.

- Dress Appropriately: The prison can be cool and damp, so dressing in layers is advisable.

Comfortable shoes are also recommended as the tour involves walking through the facility.

Special Events



- Ghost Tours: For those intrigued by the paranormal, consider attending one of the special ghost tours

offered throughout the year. These tours often take place at night and focus on the supernatural

aspects of the prison.

- Historical Reenactments: Occasionally, the site hosts reenactments of significant events in the

prison's history, providing a unique glimpse into the past.

Conclusion

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H stands as a testament to the complex history of the American penal

system and the stories of those who inhabited its walls. Whether you are drawn to its architectural

beauty, its historical significance, or its paranormal reputation, a visit to this site is sure to leave a

lasting impression. From its chilling tales of inmates to the eerie encounters reported by visitors, the

Original Prisoner Cell Block H is a place where history and mystery intertwine, inviting exploration and

reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H'?

'Original Prisoner Cell Block H' is an Australian television series that originally aired from 1979 to 1986.

It is a drama series set in a women's prison and explores the lives of the inmates and prison staff.

Why is 'Prisoner Cell Block H' considered a cult classic?

'Prisoner Cell Block H' is considered a cult classic due to its groundbreaking portrayal of strong female

characters, complex storylines, and its influence on later television dramas, as well as its dedicated

fanbase.



Who are some of the main characters in 'Original Prisoner Cell Block

H'?

Some of the main characters include Bea Smith, Franky Doyle, Lizzie Birdsworth, and Joan Ferguson,

each of whom brings unique storylines and depth to the series.

How did 'Prisoner Cell Block H' impact Australian television?

'Prisoner Cell Block H' had a significant impact on Australian television by challenging social norms,

addressing issues like feminism and LGBTQ+ rights, and paving the way for future dramas focused on

women's stories.

Is 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H' available for streaming?

Yes, 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H' is available for streaming on various platforms, allowing new

audiences to discover the series and its legacy.

What themes are explored in 'Prisoner Cell Block H'?

The series explores themes such as survival, friendship, betrayal, power dynamics, and the struggle

for justice within the prison system.

Did 'Prisoner Cell Block H' have any spin-offs or adaptations?

Yes, 'Prisoner Cell Block H' inspired several adaptations, including the successful reboot 'Wentworth',

which reimagines the original series with a modern twist.
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Arif Ali, MD, Orthopaedic Trauma at NorthShore's Orthopaedic & Spine Institute shares some cool
facts: Your body is made of more than 200 bones. There are 206 bones in the human body. Bones act
as the “foundation” of the body and help make all of …

Tickle Your Funny Bone With These 15 Fun Facts About Bones
Jun 26, 2025 · And what about the idea that your bones are literally living tissue? We cover these
facts about your skeletal system and more with orthopaedic surgeon Kim Stearns, MD.

11 Surprising Facts About the Skeletal System - Live Science
Mar 17, 2014 · Did you know that babies have more bones than adults or that one bone in the body
is not connected to any other bone? Here are 11 surprising facts about the skeletal system.

7 Spine-Tingling Facts About Bones
And their amazing durability gives archaeologists and paleontologists an unparalleled glimpse into
early human history and beyond. Here are seven amazing facts about bones to shine some much-
needed light on these building blocks of our bodies.

39 Fascinating Bones Facts: That Will Leave You Stunned
Dec 2, 2023 · They are composed of minerals and collagen, making them strong yet flexible. Despite
their importance, bones are often overlooked and taken for granted. This article will explore 20
interesting facts about bones you might not know.

10 Surprising Facts About Your Bones and Joints You Didn’t Know
Nov 20, 2024 · When you think ⁢about your body, bones and joints might not be the first things that
come to mind—after⁣ all, they’re often just the sturdy framework that keeps everything in place.
However, these remarkable structures are far more fascinating than you might realize!

20 Fun Facts About the Skeletal System - Discover Walks
Aug 9, 2023 · Beneath our skin lies a structure as strong as the foundation of a building – our
skeletal system. Like the wood and bricks that hold a structure together, our bones provide the
framework that supports and protects our body. Without it, we would be nothing more than a puddle
of organs and tissues.

7 Surprising Facts About Your Bones and Joints You Didn’t Know
Oct 26, 2024 · In this listicle, we’ll uncover 7 surprising facts about your bones and joints that will
not only pique your curiosity but also deepen your appreciation for these remarkable structures.

Skeletal System – 10 Fascinating Facts You Didn’t Know
Jul 11, 2024 · Explore intriguing facts about bone structure, bone growth, and the unique
characteristics of different bones in the body. Expand your knowledge and appreciation for the
complexity and resilience of the skeletal system with these fun and educational facts.

15 Fun Facts About the Skeletal System - Healthline
May 23, 2017 · 15 Fun Facts About the Skeletal System Each bone in the human body helps it
function properly. The bone marrow is responsible for housing your stem cells, which produce
necessary cells for...

QUERY - Cправка - Редакторы Google Документов
Выполняет запросы на базе языка запросов API визуализации Google. Пример использования
QUERY (A2:E6; "select avg (A) pivot B") QUERY (A2:E6; F2; ЛОЖЬ) Синтаксис QUERY (данные;
запрос; [заголовки])



QUERY function - Google Docs Editors Help
QUERY function Runs a Google Visualization API Query Language query across data. Sample Usage
QUERY(A2:E6,"select avg(A) pivot B") QUERY(A2:E6,F2,FALSE) Syntax QUERY(data, query,
[headers]) data - The range of cells to perform the query on. Each column of data can only hold
boolean, numeric (including date/time types) or string values.

Función QUERY - Ayuda de Editores de Documentos de Google
Función QUERY Ejecuta una consulta sobre los datos con el lenguaje de consultas de la API de
visualización de Google. Ejemplo de uso QUERY(A2:E6,"select avg(A) pivot B")
QUERY(A2:E6,F2,FALSO) Sintaxis QUERY(datos, consulta, [encabezados]) datos: Rango de celdas
en el que se hará la consulta.

QUERY 함수 - Google Docs 편집기 고객센터
query: 수행할 검색으로 Google Visualization API 검색 언어 로 쓰여집니다. query 값은 따옴표로 묶거나, 적절한 텍스트를 포함하는 셀에 대한 참조여
야 합니다.

Refine searches in Gmail - Computer - Gmail Help - Google Help
Use a search operator On your computer, go to Gmail. At the top, click the search box. Enter a
search operator. Tips: After you search, you can use the results to set up a filter for these messages.
When using numbers as part of your query, a space or a dash (-) will separate a number while a dot
(.) will be a decimal. For example, 01.2047 …

QUERY - Guida di Editor di documenti Google
QUERY(dati; query; [intestazioni]) dati - L'intervallo di celle su cui eseguire la query. Ogni colonna di
dati può contenere solo valori booleani, numerici (inclusi i tipi data/ora) o valori stringa. In caso di
tipi di dati misti in una singola colonna, il tipo di dati presente in maggioranza determina il tipo di
dati della colonna a scopi di ...

Set default search engine and site search shortcuts
Enter the web address for the search engine's results page, and use %s where the query would go.
To find and edit the web address of the results page: Copy and paste the web address of the search
results page into the URL field. The address for the search …

QUERY - Google 文件編輯器說明
QUERY(A2:E6,F2,FALSE) 語法 QUERY(資料, 查詢, [標題]) 資料 - 查詢作業針對的儲存格範圍。 Each column of data can only
hold boolean, numeric (including date/time types) or string values. In case of mixed data types in a
single column, the majority data type determines the data type of the column for query purposes.

Hàm QUERY - Trình chỉnh sửa Google Tài liệu Trợ giúp
Hàm QUERY Chạy truy vấn bằng Ngôn ngữ truy vấn của API Google Visualization trên nhiều dữ liệu.
Ví dụ mẫu QUERY(A2:E6;"select avg(A) pivot B") QUERY(A2:E6;F2;FALSE) Cú pháp QUERY(dữ_liệu;
truy_vấn; [tiêu_đề]) dữ_liệu – Dải ô thực hiện truy vấn.

BigQuery - Google Cloud Platform Console Help
Use a variety of third-party tools to access data on BigQuery, such as tools that load or visualize your
data. Use datasets to organize and control access to tables, and construct jobs for BigQuery to
execute (load, export, query, or copy data). Find BigQuery in the left side menu of the Google Cloud
Platform Console, under Big Data.



Explore the fascinating history of the original prisoner cell block H. Discover how this iconic site
shaped the past and its impact on today’s justice system. Learn more!
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