
Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator
Training

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is a specialized approach designed to equip educators with the
necessary tools and techniques to effectively teach students with dyslexia and other reading difficulties.
This training emphasizes a structured, multi-sensory approach to teaching reading and language skills,
ensuring that educators are well-prepared to meet the diverse needs of their students. In this article, we
will explore the principles, components, and benefits of Orton Gillingham training, as well as strategies for
successful implementation in the classroom.

Understanding the Orton Gillingham Approach

The Orton Gillingham approach is a research-based methodology that focuses on the following key
principles:



1. Structured Literacy

Structured literacy is a critical component of the Orton Gillingham approach. It includes:

- Phonology: Understanding the sounds in spoken language.
- Sound-Symbol Association: Connecting sounds to letters and letter combinations.
- Syllable Structure: Learning how to break words into syllables.
- Morphology: Understanding the structure of words, including prefixes and suffixes.
- Syntax: Grasping the rules governing sentence structure.
- Semantics: Developing an understanding of word meanings and relationships.

2. Multi-Sensory Techniques

Multi-sensory instruction is a hallmark of the Orton Gillingham approach, engaging multiple senses to
enhance learning. Educators are trained to incorporate visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities into
lessons. This can include:

- Using tactile materials, such as sandpaper letters or letter tiles.
- Implementing visual aids, like charts or graphic organizers.
- Engaging students in auditory activities, such as rhyming or clapping syllables.

3. Individualized Instruction

One of the strengths of the Orton Gillingham approach is its emphasis on individualized instruction. Each
student’s learning pace and style are considered, allowing educators to tailor lessons to meet specific needs.
This personalized approach is essential for students with dyslexia as it helps them build confidence and
acquire skills at their own pace.

Components of Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training consists of several key components designed to prepare
educators for effective implementation:

1. Theoretical Foundations

Educators receive training on the theoretical underpinnings of the Orton Gillingham approach. This



includes understanding:

- The neurobiological basis of dyslexia and reading difficulties.
- The importance of early intervention in literacy education.
- The role of phonological awareness in reading development.

2. Practical Instructional Strategies

Training provides educators with a repertoire of instructional strategies that align with the Orton
Gillingham approach. This includes:

- Lesson planning: Structuring lessons to include direct instruction, practice, and application.
- Progress monitoring: Regularly assessing student progress to inform instruction.
- Classroom management: Creating an inclusive and supportive learning environment.

3. Collaborating with Parents and Specialists

Effective communication with parents and collaboration with specialists is crucial in supporting students
with dyslexia. Training emphasizes:

- Strategies for engaging parents in their child’s learning process.
- Working alongside special education teachers, reading specialists, and speech-language pathologists.

4. Ongoing Professional Development

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is not a one-time event. It encourages ongoing professional
development, which can include:

- Workshops and conferences on the latest research and techniques.
- Online forums and communities for sharing resources and experiences.
- Continuing education courses to deepen knowledge and skills.

Benefits of Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training

The benefits of completing Orton Gillingham classroom educator training extend beyond individual
educators to impact students and the broader school community:



1. Improved Student Outcomes

Research has shown that students taught using the Orton Gillingham approach demonstrate significant
improvements in reading skills. Benefits for students include:

- Enhanced phonemic awareness.
- Increased reading fluency and comprehension.
- Greater confidence and motivation in learning.

2. Empowered Educators

Educators who undergo Orton Gillingham training report feeling more confident and capable in addressing
the needs of students with dyslexia. This empowerment leads to:

- Increased job satisfaction and reduced burnout.
- A sense of accomplishment in helping students succeed.
- Professional recognition and advancement opportunities.

3. Fostering a Supportive Learning Environment

Training in the Orton Gillingham approach promotes a culture of inclusivity and support within the
classroom. Benefits include:

- Enhanced collaboration among teachers, parents, and specialists.
- A positive classroom atmosphere where all students feel valued and understood.
- Greater awareness of the challenges faced by students with reading difficulties among peers.

Implementing Orton Gillingham Strategies in the Classroom

Once trained, educators can implement Orton Gillingham strategies in their classrooms effectively. Here are
some practical steps to consider:

1. Assess Student Needs

Begin by assessing each student’s reading abilities to identify specific strengths and weaknesses. Utilize tools
such as:



- Diagnostic assessments to understand individual profiles.
- Observational notes to track engagement and participation.

2. Develop Structured Lesson Plans

Create lesson plans that follow the structured literacy framework. Each lesson should include:

- Direct instruction on a specific skill or concept.
- Guided practice where students can apply what they’ve learned.
- Independent practice to reinforce skills.

3. Utilize Multi-Sensory Instruction

Incorporate multi-sensory techniques into your lessons. For example:

- Use manipulatives, such as letter tiles, during phonics lessons.
- Integrate movement into learning, such as having students air-write letters while saying the sounds.

4. Monitor Progress Regularly

Regularly assess and monitor student progress to ensure that instruction is effective. Consider:

- Conducting informal assessments, such as running records.
- Setting specific goals and benchmarks to track improvement.

5. Foster a Growth Mindset

Encourage a growth mindset in your classroom by:

- Celebrating small successes and progress.
- Providing constructive feedback that focuses on effort and perseverance.
- Sharing stories of individuals who have overcome challenges with reading.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is an invaluable resource for educators who
wish to support students with dyslexia and reading difficulties. By equipping teachers with the knowledge
and tools to deliver effective, multi-sensory instruction, this training fosters an inclusive environment
where all students can thrive. The benefits of such training are far-reaching, positively impacting student
outcomes, educator confidence, and the overall classroom atmosphere. As schools increasingly recognize the
importance of structured literacy approaches, the Orton Gillingham methodology stands out as a proven
strategy for transforming reading instruction and empowering students to become successful readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton-Gillingham classroom educator training?
Orton-Gillingham classroom educator training is a professional development program designed to equip
teachers with the strategies and techniques necessary to effectively teach students with dyslexia and other
reading difficulties, using a structured, multisensory approach.

Who can benefit from Orton-Gillingham training?
Teachers, special educators, reading specialists, and anyone involved in literacy instruction can benefit from
Orton-Gillingham training as it provides effective tools for teaching diverse learners, particularly those
with dyslexia.

How long does Orton-Gillingham educator training typically take?
The duration of Orton-Gillingham educator training can vary, but it typically ranges from a few days to
several weeks, depending on the depth of the program and whether it includes hands-on practice and
follow-up support.

What are the key components of Orton-Gillingham training?
Key components include an understanding of the phonetic structure of language, multisensory teaching
techniques, individualized instruction, assessment strategies, and lesson planning tailored to meet the needs
of students with reading challenges.

Is Orton-Gillingham training recognized by educational institutions?
Yes, Orton-Gillingham training is widely recognized by educational institutions, and many schools and
districts endorse it as an effective approach for teaching students with dyslexia and other reading
difficulties.



What qualifications do instructors of Orton-Gillingham training typically
have?
Instructors of Orton-Gillingham training typically have extensive experience in special education or
literacy instruction, often holding advanced degrees and certifications in dyslexia intervention or related
fields.

Can Orton-Gillingham techniques be used in a general education
classroom?
Absolutely! Orton-Gillingham techniques can be adapted for use in general education classrooms to support
all students in developing strong reading skills, not just those with identified learning disabilities.

What resources are available for educators after completing Orton-
Gillingham training?
After completing Orton-Gillingham training, educators often have access to a variety of resources including
lesson plans, teaching materials, ongoing professional development opportunities, and support networks for
collaboration.

How does Orton-Gillingham training impact student learning outcomes?
Research indicates that students who receive instruction based on Orton-Gillingham principles often show
significant improvements in reading skills, decoding abilities, and overall literacy, particularly those with
dyslexia and related challenges.
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