Oklahoma Vs Nebraska Football History

Oklahoma vs Nebraska football history is one of the most storied rivalries in
college football. Spanning over a century, the clash between the Oklahoma
Sooners and the Nebraska Cornhuskers has seen remarkable moments, legendary
players, and significant impacts on college football. This rivalry is not
just about wins and losses; it is a representation of two powerful programs
that have shaped the landscape of college football. In this article, we will
delve into the history, key moments, and the significance of this rivalry,
providing a comprehensive look at what makes Oklahoma vs. Nebraska a
celebrated contest in the world of college sports.

Historical Background

The origins of the Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry trace back to the early
1900s. Both programs have rich traditions, and their encounters have often
had implications for conference standings and national championships.

Early Encounters

- The first meeting between Oklahoma and Nebraska took place in 1912.
- Nebraska won the inaugural matchup with a score of 24-0.

- The rivalry gained traction as both teams competed in the Big Eight
Conference starting in 1960.



Growth of the Rivalry

Throughout the mid-20th century, the rivalry intensified. Both teams began to
establish themselves as powerhouses in college football:

- 1960s-1970s: Nebraska started to dominate the series, with strong teams led
by legendary coach Bob Devaney.

- 1980s-1990s: Oklahoma, under coaches like Barry Switzer, began to push
back, leading to several memorable clashes.

This period marked the beginning of a fierce competition that would shape the
course of college football.

Key Moments in the Rivalry

Throughout their history, the Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry has produced
numerous memorable moments that have stood the test of time. Here are some of
the most pivotal games:

1971 "Game of the Century"

- Date: November 25, 1971

- Location: Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Nebraska

- Significance: This matchup featured two undefeated teams ranked No. 1
(Nebraska) and No. 2 (Oklahoma).

- Outcome: Nebraska won 35-31 in a thrilling game that is often regarded as
one of the greatest college football games of all time.

This game solidified the rivalry's place in college football lore and
showcased the immense talent on both sides.

1987 Big Eight Championship Game

- Date: December 5, 1987

- Location: Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Nebraska

- Significance: The game had national title implications, with Oklahoma
looking to secure a spot in the national championship.

- Outcome: Nebraska emerged victorious, defeating Oklahoma 17-7, which denied
the Sooners a shot at the title.

This game further deepened the competitive nature of the rivalry, as both
teams vied for supremacy in the conference.



2000 Big 12 Championship Game

- Date: December 2, 2000

- Location: Alamodome, San Antonio, Texas

- Significance: This game marked the first time Oklahoma and Nebraska met in
the Big 12 Championship.

- Qutcome: Oklahoma dominated with a 27-24 victory, winning their first Big
12 title.

This matchup reignited the rivalry as Oklahoma continued to build its legacy,
showcasing their dominance in the early 2000s.

Impact of the Rivalry

The Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry has had a profound impact on both schools,
their fan bases, and college football as a whole.

Conference Dynamics

- The rivalry has played a critical role in shaping the Big Eight and, later,
the Big 12 Conference.

- Both teams have frequently been among the top contenders, often deciding
conference championships.

- The consistency of both programs has elevated the competition level within
the conference, attracting national attention.

National Championships

Both programs have a history of competing for national titles, and their
encounters have often had championship implications:

- Oklahoma Sooners: With seven national championships, Oklahoma has a storied
history of excellence, contributing to their fierce rivalry with Nebraska.

- Nebraska Cornhuskers: Nebraska has claimed five national titles, often
clashing with Oklahoma during crucial seasons.

The rivalry has produced numerous All-Americans and eventual NFL stars,
further enhancing its significance in college football history.

Notable Players and Coaches

The Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry has seen legendary players and coaches who



have left a lasting legacy on the sport.

Oklahoma Legends

1. Barry Switzer (Head Coach): Led the Sooners to three national
championships and crafted a dominant program.

2. Billy Sims (Running Back): A Heisman Trophy winner whose electrifying play
helped define the Sooners in the late 1970s.

3. Jason White (Quarterback): Another Heisman winner whose leadership
propelled Oklahoma to significant victories.

Nebraska Legends

1. Tom Osborne (Head Coach): A coaching legend who led Nebraska to three
national championships and is revered for his contributions to the program.
2. Mike Rozier (Running Back): The 1983 Heisman Trophy winner who was
instrumental in Nebraska’'s success during the 1980s.

3. Ndamukong Suh (Defensive Tackle): A dominant force in college football who
became a household name during his time at Nebraska.

These figures have not only impacted their respective programs but have also
contributed to the rich narrative of the rivalry.

Modern Era of the Rivalry

In recent years, the Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry has seen changes due to
conference realignment and shifts in college football dynamics.

Big Ten Expansion

- In 2011, Nebraska joined the Big Ten Conference, altering the traditional
rivalry landscape.

- Despite the shift, the historical significance remains, and fans continue
to cherish the memories of past encounters.

Future Meetings

As both programs continue to evolve, there are discussions about future
matchups that could rekindle the rivalry and bring back the excitement of
past games. Fans eagerly anticipate the potential for renewed competition.



Conclusion

The Oklahoma vs Nebraska football history is a testament to the passion and
rivalry that college football can inspire. With a legacy built on
unforgettable moments, legendary players, and intense competition, this
rivalry will always hold a special place in the hearts of fans and players
alike. As the landscape of college football continues to shift, the memories
of past encounters between these two iconic programs will continue to
resonate, reminding us of the rich history and tradition that defines this
remarkable rivalry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the Oklahoma
vs Nebraska football rivalry?

The Oklahoma vs Nebraska football rivalry is one of the most storied in
college football, representing a clash between two of the most successful
programs in the history of the sport. The rivalry is notable for its impact
on the Big Eight Conference and later the Big 12 Conference, with both teams
consistently competing for conference titles and national rankings.

How many times have Oklahoma and Nebraska faced each
other in football?

As of October 2023, Oklahoma and Nebraska have faced each other 86 times,
with Oklahoma leading the series. Their matchups have historically been
important for determining conference champions and have included several
memorable games.

What was the longest winning streak in the Oklahoma
vs Nebraska football rivalry?

Oklahoma had the longest winning streak in the rivalry, winning 18
consecutive games from 1972 to 1990. This period was marked by Oklahoma's
dominance in college football, as they consistently fielded highly
competitive teams.

Which game in the Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry is
considered the most memorable?

The 1971 game, often referred to as the 'Game of the Century,' is considered
the most memorable matchup in the rivalry. Oklahoma defeated Nebraska 35-31

in a highly anticipated showdown that featured two top-ranked teams and had

significant implications for the national championship.



How has the Oklahoma vs Nebraska rivalry evolved
since Nebraska's move to the Big Ten?

Since Nebraska's move to the Big Ten in 2011, the Oklahoma vs Nebraska
rivalry has become less frequent, with the teams meeting only a few times in
non-conference play. However, the historical significance and fan interest
remain strong, as both programs continue to compete at a high level in their
respective conferences.
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