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The number 88 holds a special place in the history of the Dallas Cowboys, one of the most
iconic franchises in the National Football League (NFL). This number has not only been
worn by some of the greatest wide receivers in the history of the game, but it has also
become synonymous with excellence, skill, and a legacy of playmaking that has captivated
fans for decades. In this article, we will explore the significance of the number 88 in
Cowboys history, the players who have donned it, and its impact on the franchise and its
supporters.

The Legacy of Number 88 in Cowboys History

The Dallas Cowboys have a rich history that spans several decades, and the number 88
has emerged as a symbol of success and high-performance football. This number has been
worn by an impressive list of players, each contributing to the Cowboys' legacy in their
unique way. The prominence of number 88 can be traced back to the team’s early years,
but it truly gained recognition in the late 20th century.

Early Representations of Number 88

Though the number has been significant since the Cowboys' early years, it wasn't until the
late 1970s and early 1980s that it began to take on a more prominent role. The first
notable player to wear number 88 was tight end Jim Cooper, who played for the Cowboys
from 1970 to 1972. However, it was not until the arrival of legendary wide receiver Drew
Pearson that the number began to gain a reputation.

Drew Pearson: The Pioneer

Drew Pearson is often regarded as the first star receiver to wear number 88 for the
Cowboys. He played for the team from 1973 to 1983 and became known for his



remarkable hands and ability to make clutch plays. Pearson was a vital part of the
Cowboys' success throughout the late 1970s and early 1980s. His performance earned him
a spot in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2021, solidifying his legacy as one of the
greatest receivers in NFL history.

Michael Irvin: The Superstar

Following Drew Pearson, the number 88 was passed on to another Cowboys legend,
Michael Irvin. Irvin played for the Cowboys from 1988 to 1999 and was an integral part of
the team's three Super Bowl championships in the 1990s. Known for his physical style of
play and charismatic personality, Irvin became one of the most recognizable figures in the
NFL.

During his tenure with the Cowboys, Irvin amassed impressive statistics:

- Career Receptions: 750
- Receiving Yards: 11,904
- Touchdowns: 65

Irvin's combination of talent and determination made him a nightmare for opposing
defenses, and he is often remembered as one of the best wide receivers in NFL history.
His impact on the Cowboys' success and his legacy as an 88 will forever be cherished by
fans.

Peerless Price and the Transition

After Irvin's retirement, the number 88 was handed down to Peerless Price, who played
for the Cowboys in 2003 and 2004. While Price had a solid tenure, he was unable to
replicate the success of his predecessors. He played alongside other talented receivers but
struggled to establish the same connection with the fans and the franchise.

Modern-Day Impact of Number 88

As the years progressed, number 88 continued to be a coveted jersey within the Cowboys
organization. The next significant player to wear the number was Terrell Owens, who
joined the Cowboys in 2006. Owens was known for his explosive personality and incredible
talent on the field, which reignited excitement around the number.

Terrell Owens: The Controversial Star

Owens had a successful stint with the Cowboys, leading the team in receptions and
touchdowns during his time there. He brought intensity and a competitive spirit that
resonated with fans but also attracted controversy. Despite the ups and downs, Owens
embraced the legacy of number 88 and became part of its storied history.

Desmond Howard and the Transition to a New Era

Following Owens, Desmond Howard briefly wore number 88 during the 2008 season.
However, Howard’s impact was not as pronounced; he was primarily known for his return



abilities rather than being a standout receiver. Thus, the significance of the number 88
remained in limbo until it was handed to another promising young talent.

Amari Cooper: Reviving the Legacy

Amari Cooper, who joined the Cowboys in a trade during the 2018 season, took over the
number 88 jersey and brought renewed energy to the position. Cooper quickly established
himself as a top target for quarterback Dak Prescott, showcasing his route-running ability
and playmaking skills.

Statistics from Amari Cooper's tenure with the Cowboys include:

- Receptions: Over 200
- Receiving Yards: Over 3,000
- Touchdowns: 27

Cooper's performance further solidified the number's reputation as one of the most
prestigious in the franchise, drawing comparisons to the greats who came before him.

The Cultural Impact of Number 88

The number 88 has transcended the football field, becoming a cultural phenomenon
among Cowboys fans. It has become a symbol of pride and excellence, and wearing the
jersey is often seen as a badge of honor. The legacy has also inspired merchandise, fan
clubs, and numerous tributes to the players who wore it.

Merchandise and Memorabilia

The demand for number 88 jerseys remains high among fans, with replicas being one of
the best-selling items in Cowboys merchandise. Collectors often seek out game-worn
jerseys and memorabilia associated with the players who wore this number, recognizing
its historical significance.

Fan Engagement and Community

The legacy of number 88 has fostered a deep connection between the Cowboys and their
fan base. Fans often celebrate the history of the number through social media, fan
gatherings, and community events. The Cowboys organization also honors the legacy
through various initiatives, including tributes during games and events celebrating former
players.

Conclusion: A Number with Enduring Significance

The number 88 in Dallas Cowboys history represents more than just a jersey number; it
symbolizes a legacy of greatness that spans generations. From Drew Pearson to Michael
Irvin, Terrell Owens, and Amari Cooper, each player has contributed to the narrative of
excellence associated with this number. As the Cowboys continue to evolve and compete
in the NFL, the significance of number 88 will undoubtedly remain a cherished part of
their history, inspiring future generations of players and fans alike.



In conclusion, the number 88 embodies the spirit of the Dallas Cowboys: a blend of talent,
determination, and a commitment to excellence. As the franchise looks to the future, the
legacy of this number will continue to inspire all those who wear it and the fans who cheer
for them.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wore the number 88 for the Dallas Cowboys during
the 1970s?
Drew Pearson was the first player to wear the number 88 for the Dallas Cowboys, playing
from 1973 to 1983.

What significance does the number 88 have in Dallas
Cowboys history?
The number 88 is significant as it has been worn by several Hall of Fame wide receivers,
including Drew Pearson, Michael Irvin, and currently, CeeDee Lamb.

Which player is known for revitalizing the legacy of the
number 88 after Drew Pearson?
Michael Irvin revitalized the legacy of the number 88 during his career with the Cowboys
from 1988 to 1999.

How many Super Bowl championships have been won by
players wearing the number 88 for the Cowboys?
Players wearing the number 88 have contributed to five Super Bowl championships for the
Dallas Cowboys.

What year did CeeDee Lamb start wearing number 88
for the Cowboys?
CeeDee Lamb started wearing number 88 for the Dallas Cowboys in 2020.

What are the career achievements of Michael Irvin
wearing number 88?
Michael Irvin, wearing number 88, was a three-time Super Bowl champion, a five-time Pro
Bowler, and was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2007.

Has the number 88 been retired by the Dallas Cowboys?
The number 88 has not been officially retired by the Dallas Cowboys, but it is considered
sacred due to the legendary players who have worn it.



What impact did Drew Pearson have on the Cowboys'
legacy wearing number 88?
Drew Pearson's impact included being a key player in the Cowboys' Super Bowl VI victory
and is often credited with helping to establish the team's winning culture.

How does CeeDee Lamb honor the legacy of number 88
with the Cowboys?
CeeDee Lamb honors the legacy of number 88 by embracing the high expectations
associated with the number and aiming to continue the tradition of excellence set by
previous players.
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