
Oakland Raiders Playoff History

Oakland Raiders playoff history is a saga filled with triumph, heartbreak,
and unforgettable moments that have shaped the legacy of one of the NFL's
most storied franchises. The Raiders, originally established in 1960 as a
member of the American Football League (AFL), have carved out a significant
presence in professional football, particularly during their playoff
appearances. This article takes a deep dive into the rich playoff history of
the Oakland Raiders, highlighting key seasons, memorable games, and the
impact of legendary players.

The Origins of the Raiders Playoff Journey

The Raiders made their playoff debut in the early 1970s, quickly establishing
themselves as a force to be reckoned with in the NFL. Their first postseason
appearance came in 1967, culminating in a memorable season that set the tone
for future playoff runs.

1967: The First Playoff Appearance

- Season Record: 13-1
- Playoff Game: AFL Championship vs. Houston Oilers
- Outcome: Victory, 40-7

The Raiders faced the Houston Oilers in the AFL Championship, securing a spot
in Super Bowl II, where they ultimately fell to the Green Bay Packers.
Despite the loss, the performance laid the groundwork for the franchise's
future playoff ambitions.



The 1970s: A Decade of Dominance

The 1970s were pivotal for the Raiders, highlighted by multiple playoff
appearances and two Super Bowl victories. Key figures like coach John Madden
and quarterback Ken Stabler emerged as central figures during this golden
era.

Key Playoff Seasons

1. 1976 Season
- Season Record: 13-1
- Super Bowl XI: Raiders vs. Minnesota Vikings
- Outcome: Victory, 32-14

2. 1977 Season
- Season Record: 11-3
- Playoff Game: AFC Championship vs. Denver Broncos
- Outcome: Loss, 20-17

3. 1978 Season
- Season Record: 11-3
- Playoff Game: AFC Championship vs. Pittsburgh Steelers
- Outcome: Loss, 24-13

4. 1980 Season
- Season Record: 11-5
- Super Bowl XV: Raiders vs. Philadelphia Eagles
- Outcome: Victory, 27-10

5. 1983 Season
- Season Record: 12-4
- Super Bowl XVIII: Raiders vs. Washington Redskins
- Outcome: Victory, 38-9

The Raiders' success during the 1970s and early 1980s established them as a
powerhouse team, and their playoff legacy was solidified with two Super Bowl
titles.

Challenges and Resurgence in the 1990s

The 1990s were a mixed bag for the Raiders. They faced challenges in
maintaining their dominance but made notable playoff appearances that kept
their legacy alive.

1990-1999 Playoff Appearances

- 1990 Season
- Record: 12-4
- Playoff Game: AFC Wild Card vs. Buffalo Bills
- Outcome: Loss, 51-3

- 1992 Season
- Record: 7-9 (but reached playoffs due to division rules)



- Playoff Game: AFC Wild Card vs. Kansas City Chiefs
- Outcome: Loss, 10-6

- 1995 Season
- Record: 8-8
- Playoff Game: AFC Wild Card vs. Miami Dolphins
- Outcome: Loss, 27-0

Despite not achieving significant success in the playoffs during this decade,
the Raiders remained a beloved and competitive team.

The Early 2000s: A New Era

With the dawn of the 21st century, the Raiders saw a resurgence. The team
made strides in rebuilding and returned to the playoffs, culminating in
another Super Bowl appearance.

2000-2002 Playoff Seasons

1. 2000 Season
- Record: 12-4
- Playoff Game: AFC Divisional Round vs. Miami Dolphins
- Outcome: Loss, 27-0

2. 2001 Season
- Record: 10-6
- Playoff Game: AFC Wild Card vs. New England Patriots
- Outcome: Loss, 16-13 (Tuck Rule Game)

3. 2002 Season
- Record: 11-5
- Super Bowl XXXVII: Raiders vs. Tampa Bay Buccaneers
- Outcome: Loss, 48-21

The Tuck Rule Game remains one of the most controversial moments in NFL
history, impacting the Raiders' playoff trajectory. Their Super Bowl
appearance in 2002, however, showcased the team's potential, even in defeat.

Recent Years and the Return to Playoff
Contention

After years of rebuilding, the Raiders began to show promise in the late
2010s, culminating in a return to the playoffs.

2020 Season: Playoff Return

- Record: 8-8
- Playoff Game: No playoff appearance, but a strong season with competitive
games against top teams.



2021 Season: Playoff Qualification

- Record: 10-7
- Playoff Game: AFC Wild Card vs. Buffalo Bills
- Outcome: Loss, 26-11

The 2021 season marked a significant turn for the franchise, as they returned
to the playoffs for the first time since 2016, reigniting the passion of
their fan base and signaling a new chapter in the Raiders' storied history.

Key Players in Raiders Playoff History

The Raiders' playoff history is not just about games; it's also about the
players who made those moments memorable. Here are some key figures:

- Al Davis: The visionary owner who shaped the franchise's identity.
- Ken Stabler: The iconic quarterback who led the team through its early
successes.
- Marcus Allen: A Hall of Fame running back who made significant
contributions in the postseason.
- Howie Long: A dominant defensive end who was instrumental in the Raiders'
defensive strategies.

Conclusion: The Legacy Continues

The Oakland Raiders playoff history is a testament to the team's resilience,
talent, and enduring legacy in the NFL. From their early days in the AFL to
their modern resurgence, the Raiders have consistently captivated fans with
their determination and spirit. As they continue to evolve and strive for
excellence, one thing remains clear: the Raiders will always hold a special
place in the hearts of football fans, forever etched in the annals of playoff
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Oakland Raiders win their first
Super Bowl?
The Oakland Raiders won their first Super Bowl in 1976, defeating the
Minnesota Vikings in Super Bowl XI.

How many times have the Oakland Raiders appeared in
the playoffs?
As of the 2022 NFL season, the Oakland Raiders have appeared in the playoffs
25 times.



Which quarterback led the Raiders to their Super Bowl
victories?
Ken Stabler was the quarterback who led the Raiders to their first Super Bowl
victory in 1976 and also played a key role in their subsequent appearances.

What was the Raiders' most recent playoff appearance?
The Raiders' most recent playoff appearance was during the 2020 NFL season,
where they lost to the Buffalo Bills in the Wild Card round.

How many Super Bowls have the Raiders won?
The Raiders have won a total of three Super Bowls, in the years 1976, 1980,
and 1983.

What is the Raiders' all-time playoff record?
As of the end of the 2022 season, the Raiders have an all-time playoff record
of 25 wins and 19 losses.

Which coach is most associated with the Raiders'
success in the playoffs?
John Madden is the coach most associated with the Raiders' playoff success,
leading the team to its first Super Bowl victory.

When did the Raiders last reach the Super Bowl?
The Raiders last reached the Super Bowl in the 2002 season, where they lost
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Super Bowl XXXVII.
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