
Oatey Shower Drain Installation Instructions

Oatey shower drain installation instructions are essential for anyone looking
to install a shower drain correctly and efficiently. Oatey is a well-
respected brand in plumbing products, known for its quality and reliability.
Installing a shower drain can seem daunting, but with the right tools,
materials, and step-by-step guidance, it can be a manageable DIY project.
This article will provide comprehensive instructions on how to install an
Oatey shower drain, covering everything from preparation to finishing
touches.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before diving into the installation process, it’s crucial to gather all
necessary tools and materials. Here’s a list to ensure you have everything
ready:

Tools

Measuring tape



Screwdriver (flathead and Phillips)

Drill with bits

Pipe cutter or hacksaw

Level

Caulking gun

Trowel

Bucket

Materials

Oatey shower drain kit (includes drain body and cover)

Drain assembly adhesive or PVC cement (if applicable)

Shower pan or subfloor material (if needed)

Waterproof membrane (optional, but recommended)

Concrete or mortar mix (if installing on a concrete slab)

Preparation Steps

Preparation is key to a successful installation. Follow these steps to ensure
the area is ready for your Oatey shower drain.

1. Choose the Right Location
Select a location for your shower drain that aligns with your shower design.
Consider the following:
- Ensure the drain is at the lowest point of the shower to promote proper
water drainage.
- Take into account any plumbing or electrical work that may interfere with
the installation.



2. Prepare the Subfloor
- If you are working on a concrete slab, ensure that the surface is clean and
free from debris.
- For wooden subfloors, check for any rotting or damage. Replace any damaged
sections before proceeding.

3. Measure and Mark
- Measure the diameter of the drain pipe and mark the area where the drain
will be installed.
- Make sure to account for the thickness of the shower pan and any tiles that
will be installed.

Installation Steps

Now that you have prepared the area, it’s time to install the Oatey shower
drain. Follow these detailed steps:

1. Cut the Drain Pipe
- Use a pipe cutter or hacksaw to cut the drain pipe to the appropriate
length. The pipe should extend slightly above the finished floor height of
the shower pan.
- Clean the edges of the cut pipe to ensure a smooth fit.

2. Position the Drain Body
- Place the Oatey drain body over the pipe, ensuring it is centered and
level.
- If you are using a shower pan, ensure the drain body fits snugly into the
pre-cut hole.

3. Secure the Drain Body
- If using adhesive or PVC cement, apply it to the outside of the pipe and
the inside of the drain body. Slide the drain body onto the pipe and hold it
in place for a few seconds to ensure a secure fit.
- If your model has screws, secure the drain body to the subfloor or shower
pan using screws provided in the kit.

4. Create a Slope
- To ensure proper drainage, create a slope from the edges of the shower pan
to the drain. A slope of 1/4 inch per foot is recommended.



- Use a trowel to spread mortar or concrete to achieve the desired slope
around the drain.

5. Install Waterproof Membrane (if necessary)
- If you are using a waterproof membrane, lay it over the shower pan and
secure it according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Ensure that the
membrane extends over the drain body.

Finishing Touches

After the drain body is installed, it’s important to make the finishing
touches to ensure a seamless and functional shower.

1. Install the Shower Pan
- Place the shower pan over the drain and ensure it fits properly. Follow the
manufacturer's instructions for securing the pan in place.
- Ensure that the pan is level and that the water can flow towards the drain.

2. Tile and Grout (if applicable)
- If you are tiling the shower, begin laying tiles from the bottom up,
ensuring they fit snugly around the drain.
- Use grout to fill in the spaces between the tiles, and ensure that the
grout is applied evenly.

3. Attach the Drain Cover
- After the tiles and grout have dried completely, attach the Oatey drain
cover according to the instructions in the kit. This covers the drain and
provides a finished look to your shower floor.

Final Checks and Maintenance

Once the installation is complete, it's important to perform some final
checks and understand basic maintenance for your shower drain.

1. Check for Leaks
- Before using the shower, turn on the water and let it run for a few minutes
while checking for any leaks around the drain.



- If you notice any leaks, you may need to reapply adhesive or tighten
screws.

2. Regular Maintenance
- To keep your Oatey shower drain functioning properly, clean it regularly by
removing hair and debris.
- Inspect the drain periodically for any signs of wear and tear, and address
any issues promptly to prevent larger problems.

Conclusion

Installing an Oatey shower drain may seem like a complex task, but with the
right preparation, tools, and clear instructions, it can be accomplished
successfully. By following the outlined Oatey shower drain installation
instructions, you can ensure a functional and aesthetically pleasing shower
that will serve you well for years to come. Always remember to prioritize
safety and double-check your work to achieve the best results. Happy
plumbing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools do I need for Oatey shower drain
installation?
You will need a tape measure, a level, a hacksaw or pipe cutter, a
screwdriver, and plumber's putty or silicone sealant for installation.

How do I prepare the subfloor before installing the
Oatey shower drain?
Ensure the subfloor is clean, level, and free of debris. You may need to use
a level to check for any high or low spots and make necessary adjustments.

Can I install an Oatey shower drain on a concrete
slab?
Yes, Oatey shower drains can be installed on concrete slabs. Just make sure
to create a proper slope towards the drain for effective water flow.

What is the correct way to connect the Oatey shower
drain to the plumbing system?
Connect the drain to the plumbing using PVC or ABS pipe, ensuring you use the



appropriate solvent cement for a watertight seal.

How do I ensure a watertight seal when installing
the Oatey shower drain?
Apply plumber's putty or silicone sealant around the flange before placing it
into the drain assembly, and tighten the screws evenly to secure it.

Are there specific instructions for different types
of Oatey shower drains?
Yes, Oatey offers various types of shower drains. Always refer to the
specific installation instructions included with your drain model for best
results.
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