
Occupied America A History Of Chicanos

Occupied America: A History of Chicanos is a comprehensive narrative that traces the
complex and often tumultuous relationship between Chicanos and the broader socio-
political landscape of the United States. The term "Chicano" typically refers to people of
Mexican descent born or raised in the United States. This article explores the historical
roots, cultural identity, struggles, and achievements of the Chicano community,
emphasizing their significant contributions to American society while highlighting the
challenges they face in a country that has often marginalized them.



The Historical Context of Chicanos

To fully understand the Chicano experience, it is essential to delve into the historical
context that shaped their identity. The history of Chicanos is deeply intertwined with the
events that impacted the Mexican-American population following the U.S.-Mexico War
(1846-1848).

The U.S.-Mexico War and Its Aftermath

The U.S.-Mexico War resulted in the annexation of a significant portion of Mexico's territory,
including present-day California, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Colorado
and Wyoming. This territorial acquisition led to the displacement of many Mexicans who
found themselves suddenly living in a foreign nation. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
signed in 1848, promised to protect the rights of Mexican citizens in the newly acquired
territories, but in reality, many faced discrimination, land dispossession, and cultural
erasure.


