
Ohio State Football Record History

Ohio State football record history is a testament to the enduring legacy and dominance of one of college
football’s most storied programs. Established in 1890, the Ohio State Buckeyes have cultivated a rich history
filled with triumphs, challenges, and an unwavering commitment to excellence. This article delves into
the various aspects of Ohio State football's record history, highlighting key milestones, notable players, and
the evolution of the program over the years.

Foundations of Ohio State Football

The Ohio State University football program began in 1890, making it one of the oldest collegiate football
programs in the United States. The Buckeyes played their first game against the University of Wooster,
winning 20-14. This victory laid the groundwork for a program that would grow to become a powerhouse
in the landscape of college football.

Early Years and Establishing a Reputation

In the initial decades, Ohio State football was characterized by regional competition, but it began to gain
national prominence in the 1930s. Under the guidance of coach Francis Schmidt, who led the team from
1929 to 1933, the Buckeyes achieved a significant milestone by capturing their first Big Ten Championship
in 1933.

Key highlights from this era include:

- 1934: Ohio State recorded its first undefeated season.



- 1935: The Buckeyes played in their first Rose Bowl, though they lost to the University of Southern
California.

The Woody Hayes Era

One of the most defining periods in Ohio State football history is the tenure of head coach Woody Hayes,
who coached from 1951 to 1978. Under Hayes, the Buckeyes became synonymous with success and
toughness.

Achievements Under Woody Hayes

During Hayes' era, Ohio State achieved numerous accolades:

1. Three National Championships: The Buckeyes won national titles in 1954, 1957, and 1968.
2. Five Big Ten Championships: Ohio State dominated the Big Ten, consistently finishing at the top of the
standings.
3. The 1968 Season: This season is particularly notable, culminating in an undefeated record and a victory in
the Rose Bowl against USC, which solidified their national championship status.
4. Rivalry with Michigan: The annual clash with the University of Michigan became known as "The
Game," and under Hayes, Ohio State emerged victorious 16 times.

Modern Era and Continued Success

After Woody Hayes’ departure, Ohio State football underwent significant changes. The program saw
several head coaches, including Earle Bruce, John Cooper, Jim Tressel, and Urban Meyer, each
contributing to the rich tapestry of Buckeye history.

Earle Bruce and John Cooper

- Earle Bruce (1979-1987): Bruce continued the tradition of excellence, winning the Big Ten title in 1981
and leading the team to a victory in the 1985 Rose Bowl.
- John Cooper (1988-1996): Cooper's era saw mixed results, with notable successes in recruiting and team
performance, though he struggled against Michigan, leading to his eventual dismissal.



Jim Tressel’s Championship Run

Jim Tressel took over in 2001 and brought a new level of success:

- 2002 National Championship: Tressel led the Buckeyes to a national title, defeating the University of
Miami in the Fiesta Bowl. This victory marked the program's first national championship since 1968.
- Consistent Big Ten Dominance: Under Tressel, Ohio State secured multiple Big Ten titles, including a
memorable undefeated season in 2006.

Urban Meyer and the Playoff Era

Urban Meyer’s arrival in 2012 marked a new chapter for Ohio State football:

- 2014 National Championship: Meyer led the Buckeyes to an unprecedented national title, overcoming a
2014 season filled with injuries and adversity. They became the first team to qualify for the College
Football Playoff and ultimately defeated Oregon in the championship game.
- Recruiting and Development: Meyer’s focus on recruiting elite talent helped solidify Ohio State’s position
as a perennial powerhouse in college football.

Ohio State Football Records and Milestones

The history of Ohio State football is punctuated by remarkable records and milestones that showcase the
program's strength.

All-Time Wins and Championships

- Total Wins: As of the end of the 2022 season, Ohio State ranks among the top programs in all-time wins,
consistently competing for the highest number of victories in college football history.
- National Championships: The Buckeyes have claimed eight national championships, a testament to their
enduring success.

Notable Individual Records

Ohio State has produced a number of legendary players who have left an indelible mark on the program:

- Archie Griffin: The only two-time Heisman Trophy winner (1974, 1975) in history.



- Eddie George: The 1995 Heisman Trophy winner who went on to have a successful NFL career.
- Troy Smith: The 2006 Heisman Trophy winner led Ohio State to an undefeated season.

The Rivalry with Michigan

No discussion of Ohio State football history is complete without mentioning the fierce rivalry with the
University of Michigan. Known simply as "The Game," this annual matchup has defined many seasons for
both programs.

Historical Significance

- Overall Record: Ohio State leads the all-time series, with key victories that have shaped both programs'
legacies.
- Impact on Championships: Many seasons' outcomes have hinged on the results of this rivalry, often
determining conference standings and national title implications.

The Future of Ohio State Football

As the Buckeyes continue to compete at the highest levels of college football, the future looks bright. The
program remains committed to excellence through:

- Strong Recruiting: Ohio State consistently attracts top-tier talent, ensuring a competitive edge on the field.
- Innovative Coaching: The coaching staff continues to adapt strategies and develop players to meet the
evolving landscape of college football.

Conclusion

Ohio State football record history is not merely a collection of statistics; it embodies the spirit, determination,
and passion of countless players, coaches, and fans who have contributed to its legacy. With a rich past and a
promising future, the Buckeyes remain a formidable force in college football, inspiring generations to come.
As the program continues to build on its storied history, the Ohio State Buckeyes will undoubtedly remain
a key player in the ever-evolving narrative of college athletics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the all-time win-loss record of Ohio State football?
As of the end of the 2022 season, Ohio State football has an all-time win-loss record of approximately 950
wins, 328 losses, and 53 ties.

How many national championships has Ohio State football won?
Ohio State football has won 8 national championships, with titles claimed in the years 1942, 1954, 1968, 1970,
2002, 2014, and 2020.

Who is the all-time winningest coach in Ohio State football history?
The all-time winningest coach in Ohio State football history is Woody Hayes, who coached from 1951 to
1978 and amassed 238 wins.

What is Ohio State's longest winning streak in football?
Ohio State's longest winning streak is 24 games, which occurred from 1967 to 1969.

How many Big Ten championships has Ohio State football won?
As of 2023, Ohio State football has won 39 Big Ten Conference championships.

What notable rivalry games does Ohio State football participate in?
Ohio State has notable rivalry games against Michigan, Penn State, and Wisconsin, with the Michigan
rivalry being one of the most storied in college football.

When did Ohio State football first compete in the NCAA?
Ohio State football first competed in the NCAA in 1890.

What is Ohio State's record in bowl games?
As of the end of the 2022 season, Ohio State football has an overall bowl game record of 27 wins and 27
losses.

Who are some of the most famous players in Ohio State football history?
Some of the most famous players include Archie Griffin, Eddie George, Troy Smith, and more recently,
Dwayne Haskins and Justin Fields.
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